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MIPT: PRIME MINISTER'S MESSAGE TO GORBACHEV

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF MESSAGE:

BEGINS. THANK YOU FOR LETTING ME HAVE YOUR THOUGHTS ON ARMS
CONTROL BEFORE MY RECENT VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES. I WAS

GLAD TO SEE YOUR AMBASSADOR ON 13 NOVEMBER AND FOUND OUR MEETING
USEFUL. I WAS ABLE TO RESPOND IMMEDIATELY THROUGH HIM TO SOME
OF THE POINTS WHICH YOU RAISED. ON OTHERS I HAVE THOUGHT IT
BETTER TO WAIT UNTIL AFTER MY MEETING WITH PRESIDENT REAGAN.

IT IS IN THE LIGHT OF THAT MEETING THAT I AM ASKING SIR BRYAN
CARTLEDGE TO LET YOU KNOW MY VIEWS ON THE WAY FORWARD.

YOU SAID IN YOUR MESSAGE THAT SOME EUROPEAN LEADERS SEEMED TO

BE FRIGHTENED BY THE PROSPECT OF A SOVIET-AMERICAN UNDERSTANDING.
THAT IS CERTAINLY NOT THE CASE. WE HAVE FULL CONFIDENCE IN THE
UNITED STATES AND ITS RECORD OF CONSULTATION WITH ITS ALLIES.
THE DOUBTS WE HAD WERE ABOUT THE WISDOM OF TRYING TO ACHIEVE

AN ALL-EMBRACING ARMS CONTROL AGREEMENT IN ONE LEAP, AS THE
SOVIET UNION PROPOSED AT REYKJAVIK. EVENTS CONVINCE ME THAT A
PROGRESSIVE APPROACH BASED ON SMALLER, MORE ATTAINABLE STEP3

HAS A BETTER CHANCE. I HOPE VERY MUCH THAT YOU WILL REVERT TO
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THAT.

AT MY MEETING WITH PRESIDENT REAGAN WE IDENTIFIED AREAS WHICH

WE THOUGHT SHOULD BE GIVEN THE HIGHEST PRIORITY. THESE WERE:

- AN INF AGREEMENT WITH RESTRAINTS ON SHORTER RANGE SYSTEMS SEMI
COLON

- A 50 PER CENT CUT OVER FIVE YEARS IN THE UNITED STATES AND
SOVIET STRATEGIC OFFENSIVE SYSTEMS SEMI COLON AND

- A BAN ON CHEMICAL WEAPONS.

EFFECTIVE VERIFICATION WOULD BE ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL TO
AGREEMENTS IN ALL THREE AREAS. I ATTACH PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE
TO ACTION TO DEAL WITH SHORTER RANGE SYSTEMS. AS YOU KNOW,
THE SOVIET UNION HAS FAR MORE OF THOSE THAN NATO AND THEY ARE
A THREAT TO ALMOST ALL OF WESTERN EUROPE INCLUDING THE UNITED

KINGDOM.

I BELIEVE THAT, WHILE PROGRESS ON ALL THESE MATTERS STILL

REQUIRES MUCH DETAILED HARD WORK IN NEGOTIATIONS IN GENEVA,
AGREEMENTS CAN BE REACHED WHICH ARE ACCEPTABLE TO THE UNITED
STATES, THE SOVIET UNION AND TO EUROPE. THEY WOULD REPRESENT
A VERY REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENT. BUT THEY ALSO ADD UP TO A VERY
SUBSTANTIAL AGENDA, AND I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT IT MAKES
PRACTICAL SENSE AT THIS STAGE TO LOOK BEYOND THEM. THERE IS A
RISK THAT, BY BEING TOO AMBITIOUS, YOU WILL SACRIFICE WHAT CAN

BE ACHIEVED NOW.

THERE IS ANOTHER POINT WHICH I MUST PARTICULARLY DRAW TO YOUR
ATTENTION. THAT IS THE SOVIET UNION'S DECISION TO RE-LINK THE
INF NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE SDI RESEARCH PROGRAMME. THERE IS NO
LOGIC IN SUCH A LINK, AND I FIND IT A GREAT PITY THAT THE SOVIET
UNION HAS TAKEN A STEP BACK ON THIS, THUS JEOPARDISING THE INF
AGREEMENT WHICH IS AN ENTIRELY SEPARATE MATTER. I DO HOPE THAT
YOU WILL RECONSIDER YOUR DECISION. BOTH OUR PEOPLES NEED TO

SEE THAT REDUCTIONS IN ARMS CAN BE ACHIEVED.
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MY TALKS WITH PRESIDENT REAGAN, AND THE AGREED STATEMENT WHICH
ISSUED FROM THEM, ALSO MADE CLEAR OUR VIEW THAT EFFECTIVE
NUCLEAR DETERRENCE WILL REMAIN ESSENTIAL FOR OUR DEFENCE. THIS
WILL NOT HAVE COME AS ANY SURPRISE TO YOU, AS I HAVE FROM

THE BEGINNING LEFT YOU IN NO DOUBT OF MY DETERMINATION TO
MAINTAIN BRITAIN'S INDEPENDENT NUCLEAR DETERRENT AND TO
MODERNISE IT WITH TRIDENT. WE REGARD DEPLOYMENT OF TRIDENT AS
OFFERING THE MINIMUM EFFECTIVE DETERRENT FORCE WE NEED. THE
UNITED STATES IS EQUALLY GOING AHEAD WITH THE MODERNISATION

OF ITS STRATEGIC BALLISTIC MISSILE FORCE, INCLUDING TRIDENT.

I WAS GLAD TO HEAR THAT YOU AGREE WITH ME THAT REDUCTIONS IN
CHEMICAL WEAPONS AND CONVENTIONAL FORCES ARE ALSO NEEDED. I

AM FIRMLY CONVINCED THAT NUCLEAR WEAPONS CANNOT BE DEALT WITH

IN ISOLATION, OUR DEFENCE REQUIRES A STABLE OVERALL BALANCE,
AND THIS MUST MEAN ELIMINATION OF THE VERY LARGE DISPARITIES

IN CONVENTIONAL FORCES, BY BRINGING THEM DOWN TO COMMON CEILINGS.
1 HAVE BEEN DISAPPOINTED BY THE SOVIET UNION'S FAILURE OVER MANY
YEARS TO NEGOTIATE SERIOUSLY ON THESE MATTERS IN THE MBFR TALKS
IN VIENNA. THIS DOES NOT INCREASE CONFIDENCE IN THE PROSPECTS
FOR ANY WIDER TALKS. BUT NATO WILL BE CONSIDERING ITS POSITION
ON THESE MATTERS IN THE COMING WEEKS, AND YOU WILL FIND US READY
FOR SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS. AS YOU YOURSELF SAY, NEGOTIATIONS
MUST TAKE ACCOUNT OF THE SECURITY NEEDS OF BOTH SIDES, AND IN
OUR CASE WE BELIEVE THAT SECURITY IN THE CONVENTIONAL FIELD IN
EUROPE CAN ONLY BE ACHIEVED ON THE BASIS OF PARITY.

AS REGARDS CHEMICAL WEAPONS, PRESIDENT REAGAN AND I AGREED AT
CAMP DAVID THAT A CHEMICAL WEAPONS BAN SHOULD BE AMONG OUR
PRIORITIES. I THEREFORE WELCOME YOUR AGREEMENT TO USE THE
BRITISH PROPOSALS OF JULY AS THE BASIS FOR DISCUSSION. YOUR
ACCEPTANCE OF A STRINGENT VERIFICATION REGIME IN THIS AREA WOULD
BRING THE PROSPECT OF AN AGREED BAN CLOSER. OUR EXPERTS ARE
READY TO DISCUSS THESE MATTERS WITH YOURS.

THERE ARE TWO FURTHER MATTERS WHICH I SHOULD LIKE TO MENTION.
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THE FIRST IS THE NEED TO MAKE PROGRESS TOWARDS REDUCING NOT
JUST WEAPONS, BUT THE CAUSES OF SUSPICION AND OF CONFLICT.

TWO STEPS WHICH THE SOVIET UNION COULD TAKE WHICH WOULD HELP
GREATLY IN THIS RESPECT ARE FIRST TO MAKE AN EARLY COMPLETE
WITHDRAWAL OF SOVIET FORCES FROM AFGHANISTAN. THE SECOND
WOULD BE TO EXTEND THE BASIC FREEDOMS OF INDIVIDUALS IN THE
SOVIET UNION, SO THAT THEY CAN HAVE THE RIGHT TO EXERCISE THEIR
RELIGIOUS BELIEFS, TO MONITOR YOUR GOVERNMENT'S IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE HELSINKI ACCORDS, TO EMIGRATE OR TO JOIN THEIR FAMILIES
ABROAD WHERE THEY HAVE BECOME DIVIDED.

THE SECOND MATTER IS ACTION AGAINST TERRORISM. I WELCOME THE
AGREEMENT THAT OUR EXPERTS SHOULD GET TOGETHER TO DISCUSS THIS
PROBLEM. I HOPE THAT A MEETING WILL YIELD SOME PRACTICAL RESULTS.

LET ME SAY FINALLY THAT WE IN BRITAIN GENUINELY WANT ARMS CONTROL
AGREEMENTS AND ARE PREPARED TO WORK FOR THEM. BUT YOU AND I

HAVE ALWAYS AGREED ON THE RIGHT OF EACH COUNTRY TO SECURITY:

AND AGREEMENTS MUST PRESERVE RATHER THAN ERODE THAT SECURITY,

IF THEY ARE TO HAVE OUR SUPPORT. SUCH AGREEMENTS ARE ATTAINABLE
AND I HOPE THAT THE SOVIET UNION WILL PLAY ITS PART IN SERIQUS AND
DETAILED NEGOTIATION TO ACHIEVE THEM.

I LOOK FORWARD TO DISCUSSING THESE AND OTHER ISSUES WITH YOU
WHEN I COME TO MOSCOW. OUR OFFICIALS ARE DISCUSSING POSSIBLE
DATES. ENDS.

HOWE
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