CONFIDENTTAI

?u.:.ut. Q.:v—; G~
N2 dwwnd

£. ADET/310 -
ke ADET /3108 ,E_h‘ -

Fs

e - it o
P wle o B evaRA comeiAl

o LT TR AN
As I told the Prime Minister at m}%mﬁf he AT ‘

Friday 30 October, the first meeting of Personal[Representatiy iy
to prepare the Toronto Economic Summit 1988 has Jbeen called Fnr " IE

6 to B November in Vancouver. The mee¢ting will be attended by ﬂr
Pcrsﬂn;l Representatives only. The Canadians have proposed that Jret.
there should be a simultaneous meetIfly I00 vincouver of the so-called
financial sous-Sherpas (in effect, Sir Geoffrey Littler and his = |
colleasgues in the Croup of Beven Deputies) to take stock of recent :
events in the steck and exchange markets and their jmglicurinégf::T:Egj
rLany
With the agreement of the Treasury I am discouraging this proposal:
it may well not be timely for such a meetinpg to be held mest LR

weekend. In such circumstances meetings of G7 Deputies should lfl‘
i

be arranged to suit the nead:s and requirements with which they

have to deal. It 15 neither necessary nor particularly apprepriate
at this time that they should meet in the cshadow of the Personal
Representatives: indeed, that would be in danger of sending the

wrong sipnal.

2, The meeting of Perscnal Representatives will no doubt review
developments since the Venice Summit and peer into the uncertain
—— =7 e f e vy

prospects. But 1t 1s far too early to judge what will be the

e — e aa,
main issues for the Toronto Summit, or to take positions on them;
and This meeting will be conceyned mainly with process and
administration: the number of and timetable for preparatory
meetings, the documentation for these meetings, arrangements for

handling political issues, the arrangements for attendance, location

etc of the Summit itself, and such matters as handling the press.
[ propose to.argue in favour of retaining the same general pattern

as for previous Sufits, PUt 8150 TOr & recuction in the number
of preparatory meetings: I believe that it should be sufficient

to have two (as compared with three in recent vears) - the first
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to consider a first draft of a thematic paper, and the second to
finzlise the draft with one eye on possible communique language.
The communigue itself would not be discussed until the Summit

meeting .

3, I shall no doubt be asked who is te succeed me as the

Prime Minister's Personal Representative. I do not know whether
you are yet in a position to tell me. It seems to me that the
choice lies hetween Mr Butler himself, S5ir Geoffrey Littler and
Mr R T J Wilson. I imagine that the Prime Minister will not wish
to be represented by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office; 1 doubt
whether the Treasury would be very happy about that either.

SiT Geoffrey Littler would do it admirably; but the Prime Minister
was reluctant to put this entirely in the hands of the Treasury.
In any case, S5ir Geoffrey Littler may well retire by the end of
1988, and there wolld therefore be a need for another change quite
quickly. Moreover it makes for slight (though in the end
manageable) problems if the same person is both the Personal
Representative and the G7 Deputy. Mr Butler would have the
advantage of being seen as the natural choice, as the successor
in post to the two previous Personal Representatives, and as
being in fact as well as in name the Personal Representative

of the Prime Minister: this undoubtedly gives the Personal
Representative an advantage in his dealings with his colleagues.
But Mr Butler is not keem to take this on, at any rate at first,
with™So much else to take 21 - though fe has asked me to say

e : r— . "
that, if the Prime Minister would prefer him to take it on now,
he would of course cheerfully do so.

4, All this leads me to suggest that Mr Wilson might be invited

teé do it, so long as he is in the Cabinet Office. He would be
s s v FY.

less au fait than Mr Butler on the political aspects of summitry,
but he could no doubt brief himself on those, and he would be well
qualified to deal with the economic aspects. One argpument for
asking Mr Wilson to take it on is that he will presumably not be
in the Cabinet Office for more than two or three years: when he
moves on there will be an opportunity to consider again whether
Mr Butler, by then well settled in, should take it on himself,

b

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

>. On the way back from Vancouver I propese te visit Ottawa for
«4 hours, to touch base with and say farewell to the Secretary

of the Cabinet there. If I have to go to New Zealand to give
evidence in the proceedings on the Attorney General's application
for an injunction against The Dominicon newspaper, which are due
to begin on 16 November, I shall need to arrive in Wellington

a4 few days ahead, for briefings with our leral advisers out there
¥ s g 1

and I would then propose to go straight from Canada to New
Zealand, arriving there on the morning of Thursday 12 November.
I am afraid that 1t looks as if | shall have to miss the meetings

R

ROBERT ARMSTRONG

of the Cabinet sm 12 and 19 November.

! November 1987
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