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ECONOMIC SUMMIT: SCIENCE

Tou rang me a2boul Escritt's letter of 22 January. I kave
been Lrying teo talk to you on the "phone but our paths do not
a3

Wnen John Fairelough raised this matter with me towards
the end of last year 1 advised etrongly that he phould econsult
Sir R Armsbrong. I sald that the history of atbttempbting to
crganise discussions between Chiaf Sciepntists in' the Summit
context had not proved very rewarding. And 1 underlined that
the Prime Minister was averae to anvthing that looked like
Finstitutionalising® the Summit machinery. Egarittts letter
Lo you iz preaumably a belated reaction te this advice,

ihe lasues which Falrelough ralses are real ones. And
there may be substantive and mutually =zatisfactory bargains
to be struck over collaboration on major scientific projects,
eg CERN and the Apericans' Super-Conducting Super-~Collider.
It 18 just posaible that these bargeins could beat be struck
at the highest level {President Reagan launched the apace
station idem at the London Economie Summit: e&bsit omenl.

However because of the sensitivities involved the approach,
if any, must be very delicate. In any case the Frime Ministapr
is not particularly enthusisstic &t present about sclentific
eollaboration. T therefore think that it would be hetter as
a first step for you, rather than John Fairclough, to have =
word wWwith Mras Ostry when zhe 1s here next wesk. If thia shows
that the Canadians are really "ready to carry things forward®
'rom the chalr; then we will be faoed with a Tapt with which
we will have to deal. We can develop our attitude in alower
time, in preparation for the Bherpas meeting at the end of
next month. And we can secure the Prime Minister's agreement
to our proceeding. You will want to reply to Esaritt fairly
soon. For obvious reasona 1 am copying this letter only to

ceoffrey Litflepr, /
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