Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIlA 2AH

S August 1588

Letter from Prince Sihanouk to the Prime Minister

I enclos® the original of the letter from
Prince Sihapouk to the Prime Minister foreshadowed 1n
Jakarta telegram 279 of 28 July. The message is 1in response
te an eariier one from the Prime Minister and does nol regulire
a reply, The Prime Minister will of course have met the
Prince during her vigit to Thailand.
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e Camnboclye Jakarta, 28th July 1988

Excellancy,

The British Embassy in Jakarta has conveyed to me
Excellency's very thoughtful message, containing
views on the discussion on Cambodia at the recently
Toronto Economic Summit,

I am particularly grateful to have received Your
Excellency's gracious comments and pay homage to ¥Your
noble concern and efforts to help my unfortunate: people
and country. With the assisgtance of the Leaders of the
Frea HWorld, like Your Excellency, I hope to be able to
gave what is: left of my country and people.

I am very touched by Your Excellency's personal
coficern in my people's well-being, as exprezssed by Your
kKind decigion to wisit the EBihanoukist refuges camp of
Site B, during the course of ¥Your forthecoming wvigit to
Thailand. May 1 assure Your Excellency that my pecple
and I are very mich locking forward to Your Excellency's
vigit to our camp, whare a most friendly and respactful
walcome awaites Your Excellency and Yeour delegation.

Pleage gocept; Your Excellency; the renewed agsurances
of my highest consideration and personal esteem.
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Her Excellency

The Right HBonourable Mre. Margaret Thatcher,
British Prime Minister,;

LONDION .







10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON §WIA 2AA

THE PRIME MINISTER 21 July 1988
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I read your message to the Heads of State or Government
attending the Toronto Economic Summlit with interest. As you
will be aware, the summary of the discussion of Cambodia
which was read oot by the Canadian Forelgn Minister after the
Summit repeated the Seven's call for the withdrawal of all
Vietnamese troops and their support for the re-emergence of a

free and independent Cambodia.

1t remains to be seen whether the Vietnamese Government
will abide by their declared intention to withdraw all their
troops from Cambodian territory, and will genuinely
co-gperate in the search for a settlement of the problem
accept.able to all the parties concerned. Pressure on Vietnam
to co-operate has been, and remains, the primary focus of the
affor-s of the international community. But it will be
essential to ensure that any vacuum created by Vietnamese
withdrawal is not filled by the return of Pol Pot's Ehmer

Rouge. With the support of the international community, you

have a unique role to play in the process which we all hope

will bring peace and freedom to the Cambodian people.

I look forward to meeting you at the Site B Camp in
Thailand on 7 August and again when you make your own working




.v:i;.-.'r to Britain on 25726 October when 1 hope we shall have

the opportunity for more substantial discussion.

Hiz Boyval Highness Prince Neorcdom Sihanouk




CONFIDENTIAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

Londen SWlA 2AH

20 July 1988

Further to my letter of 17 - dJune to Nigel Wicks
I enclose a draft reply from The Prime Minister to the
letter which Prince Sihanouk =ent to Heads of State or
Government attending the Toronto Economic Summit.

The Canadians have not replied in writing on behalf
of the Seven, although Clark acknowledged the message
prally when he met Sihanouk on B July. Nevertheless we
believe that a British response would be timely given the
Frime Minister's forthcoming wisit to Site B, the main
Slhanoukist refugee camp in Thailand, and her prospective
meeting with Prince Sihanouk again when he wisits Britain
on 25726 October.

On 10 July Prince Sihanouk announced his resignation
as President of the Coalition Government of Democratic
Kampuchea (CGDK). This is not the first time he has done
80, A8 far as we can judge, his reasons are tactical, to
distance himself from the Khmer Rouge and to make his
pog2ition as the head of a neutral Cambodian Government
consisting of the CGDE and Heng Samrin factions more
credible. He is not expected persconally to attend the
Jakarta Informal Meeting on 25 July but apparently still
intends teo play an active part in solving the Cambodian
problem.

Although now in France, Sihanouk still plans to be at
site B for the Prime Minister's wvisit. But he is mercurial
and we should try to pin him down. The draft reply i=s
therefores intended to do this, as well As to give him
encouragement and reassurance.

IE the Prime Minister is content, we shall ask our
Embassy in Paris to ferward the letter to Prince Sihanouk.
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Prince ¥Worodom Sihanouk
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PRIVACY MARKING SUBJECT:

1 read your message to the Heads of State or GCovernment
cesnens s oo AN Confidsncs

attending the Toronte Econcmiec Summit with interest. As

vou will be aware, the summary of the discussion of

Cambodia which was read out by the Canadian Foreign
Minister after the Summit repeated the Saven's call for
the withdrawal of all Vietnamese troops and their support

for the re—-emergence of a free and independent Cambodia.

It remalins to be seen whether the Vietnamese Government
will abide by their declared intention to withdraw all
thalr troops from Cambodian territory, and will genulnely
co=operate in the search for a settlement of the problem
acoceptable to all the parties concerned. Pressure on
Vietnam to cooperate has been, and remaina, the primary

foocus of the efforts of the international community. But

it will be assential to ensure that any vacuum created by
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ietrnamese withdrawal is nﬂﬁrgimpf$ filled by the return
of Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge., With the support of the

international community, you have a unigue role to play




in the process which we all hope will bring peace and

fresdom tEo the Cambodian people,

I look forward to meeting you at the Bite B camp in

Thailand on 7 August and again when you make your own

working visit to Britain on 25/26 October when I hope we

shall have the opportunity for more aubstantial

discussion.




