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PRIME MINISTER
NATIONAL CURRICULUM: HISTORY
You will recall you saw shortly before Christmas Mr. Baker's

original proposals for the History Working Group. Following

advice from Brian Griffiths you were most concerned about the

proposed membership, in particular You asked
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Brian to seek to resolve this with Kenneth Baker.

Mr. Baker's latest minute of 5 January (Flag A) represents the
outcome of those discussions. It is now proposed that Dr.
John Roberts should take the place of and some

—

important—arafting changes to the supplementary guidance to

the wOrking'Group have been made. Brian strongly supports

these revised proposals both on membershlp and drafthgfof the
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guidance.

There are also two further outstanding issues. At the end of
Kenneth Baker's earlier minute (Flag B) he set out his
proposals for the outline timetable for the establishment of

groups on other foundation subjects in the national

curr;gg;pm, 1nvolv1ng 1mplementatlon for geography from autumn

1991, for modern foreign languages by autumn 1992, and for

music, art and phy81cal education from autumn 1992. You need

to consider whether you are content with this timetable. [} {7 (e

Brian Griffiths has no comments. It cocdrad =y
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Finally, there needs to be a parallel history committee
e
covering the history and culture of Wales. Peter Walker's

i

minute of 14 December (Flag C) sets out proposals that:

The Welsh Committee should be chaired by Professor Robert

—

Rees Davies.
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You will wish to consider whether you are content with these

proposals. Enazx Fgos Ty Ve 3

Content:

(i) With the revised membership and guidance for the

History Working Group as set out at Annex A?

With the outline timetable for the establishment of
future national curriculum groups as set out at the end

of Mr. Baker's earlier minute at Flag B?

With the proposals for a Welsh Committee set out at

Flag C?
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