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THE PRIME MINISTER  

 
Tel. call from 
Helmut Kohl on evening 
of November 10th 1989 

 
Helmut 
 
In Warsaw till early afternoon 
Going back to-morrow  
Team – great idealism but impractical 
Poles  negotiating with IMF 

- must complete 
IMF must act fast 
Our rep. - ask to speed up negns 
 by end Nov. – by Dec. 
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East Germany 

Berlin – incredible scenes 

Hundreds of thousands in the streets 

Some leftwing rowdies 

CDU organized manifestation 

Between 120,000 & 200,000 there 

Half of people came from GDR 

Whole schools on way to West 

 for a visit to look around 

 

Check point Charlie – In midst of 

enormous crowd. Talked to British  

soldiers 
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Thousand going this way &  

that way 

Young people offered soldiers flowers 

Don't know how things are  

going on 

Next week – form a new govt 

Some Can do without pluralism – 

- others like Budapest, but this 

group a minority  

Sitn won't calm unless they  

change things. Good people 

will run away 
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Advice	from	anyone	
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Weeks	to	come	very	important	

Most	impressive	event	

- enormous	discipline	
- no	upheavals	

Trying	to	do	anything	to	avoid	

	 	 conflict	

Advice	from	anyone?	Not	yet	

Krenz	–	not	going	to	follow	

	 	 Warsaw	&	Budapest	

	 	 Sceptical	as	to	wheth	[?word	incomplete]	

Gorbachev	–	watching	things	anxiously	

	 	 extremely	concerned	

	




