PRIME MINTSTER

/
SOUTH AFRICA

Robin Renwick has just called me from South Africa. De Klerk had
telephoned him a few minutes ago to say that he had spent several
hours with Mandela today. Mandela does not want to be released
immediately: he still has problems to resolve with the ANC as
well as personal problems (presumably Mrs Mandela!). De Klerk
will therefore announce tomorrow that Mandela will be released,
without giving a date. He also intends to announce other major
steps which he thinks will satisfy you. He was very anxious for

you to know that tonight.

Robin thinks we should warmly welcome the steps when they are
announced tomorrow. This will require a more positive statement

than the one in your box. I will draft it first thing tomorrow

morning.
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