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it's no great surprise that Mandela supports sanctions and

Points to include:-

the armed struggle. They are cardinal points of the ANC
programme and he is a member of the ANC. But it does not
alter our views on sanctions. The armed struggle is clearly
irrelevant when the offer of negotiations is on the table,

B
and we hope we shan't hear more of it.

De Klerk asked us and other western countries what South

¥_—~—‘
Africa could expect if he took the sSteps we had long been
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urging like release of Mandela. We said that he could

expect encouragement and support. Now he's done it, that is

‘what he deserves, which is why we believe that measures
against South Africa should be progressively removed. (That

was also, of course, the position taken by the EC and the

-—7&.
Commonwealth) .

N
it would be absurd to treat De Klerk doing the right thing
in exactly the same way as we treated Botha doing the wrong
thing i.e. by allowing sanctions to continue unchanged.

we supported Gorbachev when people were very sceptical and

————

were shown to be right. Its just the same with De Klerk.

—-—

what is Labour's policy? Do they still support

comprehensive mandatory sanctions? No-one has said that they

e

don't. But do they really believe they are appropriate in

S y :
the present situation?
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FEBRUARY 11, 1990
CAPE TOWN

S8PEECH DELIVERED BY COMRADE NELSON MANDELA ON HIS RELEAE

Friends, Comrades and fellow-~South Africans, I greet yot all in
the name of peace, democracy and freedom for all.

I stand here before you not as a prophet, but as a humbz servant
of you the people. Your tireless and mheroic sacrifices tave made
it possible for me to be here today - 1 therafore place Lhe
remaining years of my life in your hands.

On this day of my release, I extend my sincere and warmest
gratitude to the millions of my compatriots and those ir every
corner of the globe who have campaigned tirelessly for 1y
release.

I extend special greetings to the people of Cape Town, the city
which has been my home for three decades. Your mass marces and
other forms of struggle have served as a constant source of
strength to all political prisoners.

I ealute the African National Congress - it has fulfillg our
every expectation in its role as leader of the great marh to
freedom.

I salute our President, Comrade Oliver Tambo, for leadin; the ANC
even under the most difficult circumstences.

I salute the rank and file members of the ANC. You have
sacrificed life and 1imb in the pursuit of the noble caue of our
atruggle.
I salute combatants .of Umkhonto we 51zue. l1ike Solomon mhlangu
and Ashley Kriel who have paid the ultimate price for th freedom
mt or its sterling
contribution to the struggle for democracy. You have sur/ived
forty years of unrelenting persecution. The memory of grat
communtots 11ke Hoses Kotane Yusuf Dadoo, 8rahm Fischer and

’ " 3 -enerations to come.

) ¢ Z '~ one of our finest
putrrots. Ne are heartened by the fact that the alliance between
ourselves and the Party remains as strong as it always ws.

1 salute the United Democratic Front, Cosatu, the Natioml]
Education Crisis Committee, the South African Youth Congess, the
Transvaal andg Natal Indian Congresses and the many other
formations of the Mass Democratic Movement.

I also salute the Black Sash and the National uUnion of Suth
African Students. We note with pride that you have actecas the
conecience of white South Africans. Even during the darkst days
in the history of our struggle you held the flag of libety high.
The large scale mass mobilisation of the past few years is one of
thd kay factors which led to the opening of the final chpter of
our struggle.

I extend my greetings to the working class of our countr. Your
organ!:ad strength 18 the pride of our movement. You remin the

most dependable force in the struggle to end exploitation and
oppression.

I pay tribute to the many religious communities who carried the
campaign for justice forward when the organisations of out people
were silenced.

1 greet the traditional leaders of our country. Many amont you
continue to walk in the footsteps of great heroes like Hiittsa and
Sekhukuni.

1 pay tribute to the endless heroism of the youth. You the youna
1ions have energised our entire struggle.

I pay tribute to the mothers and wives and sisters of our nation.
You are the rock-hard foundation of our struggle. Aparthe'd has
inflicted more pain on you than on anyone else.

On this occasion, we thank the world community for their ¢(reat
contribution to the anti-~apartheid strugglie. Without your support
our struggle would not have reached this advanced stage. lhe
sacrifices of the Frontline States will be remembered by fouth
Africans forever,

My salutations will be incomplete without expressing my de¢ep
appreciation for the strength given to me during my long und
lonely years in prison by my beloved wife and family. I an
convinced that your pain and suffering was far greater thin my

decis1ve masa action in order to build peace and security The

mase campaigns of defiance and other actions of our organ sations

and people can only culminate in the establishment of demecracy.

The apartheid destruction on our subcontinent is incalcube. The

fabric of family life of millions of my people has been

8hattered M\ilions are homeless and unemployed. Our econemy lies
A gople argrembro11ed in politica\ strif..fﬁ

. I am therefore in full
objectives, strategies and tact
The need to unite the people of our country 1s as importart a
task now as it always has baen. No individual leader ia able to
take on these enormous tasks on his own. It 1s our task as
leaders to place our views before our organigation and to allow
the democratic structures to decide on the way forward.
On the guestion of democratic practice I feel dutybound to make
the point that a leader of the movement is a person who his been
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democratically «lected at a national ccnference. This 1s a

principie whichmust be upheld without any exception.

Today I wish toreport to you that my talks with the Government

have been aimed at normalising the political situation in the

country. We have not as yet begun discissing the basic demands of

our struggle.

I wieh to stres: that I myself had at ro time entered nto

negotiations abat the future of our ccuntry, except te IN51Sts
beween ANC_and_ the government. —

e'r'u'g’o't. fations on the mfc‘um-“
at Feall for, inter alia, the immediate ending of the
Emergercy and the freetng of eli- and- not..only some

Only such a normalispd eituation which allows for free political
activity can albw us to consult our people in order tc obtain a
mandate. .

The people need to be consulted on who will negotiate and on the
content of such negotiations. Negotiations cannot take place
above the heads or behind the backs of our people. It 18 our
belief that the future of our country can only be determined by &
body which ie democratically elaected or a non-racial basis.
Negotiations onthe dismantling of apartheid will have to address
the overwheimin¢ demands of our people for a democratic, non-
racial, and unitary South Africa. There must be an end to white
monopoly on pol'tical power and & fundemental restructuring of
our political ard economic systems to ensura that the
inequalities of apartheid are addressed and our society

¥ as an organisation we base our
h reality we are faced with. And

pclicy and strafegy on the hars ]
11 suffering under the poiicies of

this reality isthat we are sti

the Nationalist government.
Our struggle hajreached a decisive monent. We call on our people

to sei1ze this nt sO procecs towards democracy is
: iteyrupted. ‘ . v our £

o inte a 9t q n all Bsa VO relax

our ¢fforts nowwould be a mistake which generations to come will

not be able to torgive.
The sight of frtoom looming on the h
to redouble ourlefforts.

It is only throigh disciplined mass action that our victory can
be assured.

we <all on our White compatrio
new Sputh Africi. The f reedom

/ 4 community to.continue Lhe. CAmpaigny

orizon should encourage us

ts to jo'n us in the shaping of a
movement is a political home for

A
to isolats: the apartherd ragime. To 1ift sanctions now wouldbe

1sk_of abo he_complete
atton of apartheid.
Our march to freedom is irreversible. We must not allow fearkc
stand in our way, Universal suffrage on a common voters' rol in
a united, democratic and non-racial South Africa 1s the onlyway
to peace and racial harmony.
In conclusion I wish to quote my own words during my trial i
1964. They are as true today as they were then:

I have fought against white domination, and I have fought
against black domination. I have cherished the ideal of a
democratic and free society in which all persons live togethec in
harmony and with equal opportunities. It i1s an ideal which I ope
to live for and to achieve. But if needs be, it is an ideal br
which I am prepared to die.”
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