SECRET AND PERSONAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

5 March 1990

The Foreign Secretary thought that you
should see the enclosed letter to John Weston
from Andrew Wood in Washington, recording a
conversation with Blackwill.

You will see from Mr Hurd's red 1nk that
he would welcome your advice on whether he
should mention the President's concerns to
the Prime Minister. He is inclined to think
that he should.
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(J S wWall)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esqg
10 Downing Street
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THE PRIME MINIST
24 FEBRUARY

l. You should know that Bob Blackwill told me thare wers two
things he wanted to S8y on a parsonal and off tha record basis
when I saw him on 26 Fepruary. ;Washington telegranm no. 461),

The first related to the Prime Minister?s conversation with the
President on tha eve of Kohl's visit,

2, Blackwill said the President had been puzzled and concarned
by soma of thea things ha understoad the Prime Minieter to have
said on 24 February, It wvag the President's understanding she
had at one point advocataed a demilitarised GDR. Thie confusad

Nim, given our reactions to the Genscher/Stoltenbarq affair. He
had been even more struck by the Prime Minimter's
referenceas to a nead EC to construct a Eurcpaan system as to cope

' that country threugh a new
Clude the Ruasians, Thare
had spoken of tha

IMan powar, The theme
had come across much pora strongly than bafere. Tha Presidant

had baen sufficiently worried as to go for a long walk thareafter
and te air his concerns to Blackwill.

3. I said I had not then had the chaneca for more than a quick
lock at the record of “onversation. T thought +ha President was
over-reacting, however. o Tar as I knew the Prime Minieter'y
refarences te the USSR ac part of a European balance of power
reflected spmculative assessments of what might 1lig at the end or
a verg long process. Blackwill observed that what had been said
saemed £o go beyond that: he was very sure of his ground. He did
not Xnow what to do about it, I suggested the Prime Minister had
Ferhaps bean thinking of an evantuai CSCE arrangement. Blackwill
g8aid the President remained sceptical as to whather anything on
theee lines could gubstitute for NATO, which had to continue to
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take the main load. The Russians still had hurndreds af thougands
of troopa in FEastern Eurcpe, te EAY nothing of inside the Soviet
Union. It was not realistic te begin, apparently to think eof the
Russians ag PoOssible allimsg against Germany,

4, It may be that the quent converesation
with the President ry fomathing to erases +he
impression she dEparently left with *he President en Saturday.
Thare ara things in char of the 24 February
discusgion whic sinterpraetation
though, so far as 1 can Plicit suggestion of
@ new Entente Cordiale, at we ara £6 disturbed
by the posgible implicati 1 towards Garman
unifigation that wa

cradence in
Blackwill gaid 9!
conversation,
by how very bad
NOT just a matter of
been implying‘during her

the German attitude towar

5. Blackwill gava One exampla, which he said could easily pe
duplicated. The Germans had been delightad by a varm message
from the President to Xehl sh £ the latter visitad
ly. hanceller got back thare was a
' It was abhouyt sanctions and
t of the fact the Chancallop
oint of
old
h African nessage
had been in th Of its transmizsion wag
accidental, Taltschik hag h Propared to bsligva
Such explanations, Blackwill suggested
Teltschik try to bersuade Kohl to Prime Ministaer on his

return frem Washingtan. n ime you get this You will knew
whether or not anything was dona.

€. Blackwill want on to say he found it pPainful to gee us
derling ourselves oyt Of the game in this sore of wa{. I sald it
was important to Keap things in Proportion., 1If you looked at
what the Prins Minigter actually esaid it would noet support the
charges 1aid te her. Indeed Mrs Thatcher's vieys Eeemed to ba
Y8IY much in line with thesa of many others in Eurepe. It was
nportant not to let emotion overlay the facts, Blackwill aald
ha agreead emotion in Bonn and London was getting in thae way. The
trouble was the current Washington parception of an
unprecadentedly bad Angle-German relationship would feed inte Us
faars of how British poiiciey tow Soviet Union might
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develop. I repeated that nothing I had been seen in policy
papers suggested we ware moving in the direction he feared,
' ed on private thinking in No. :

on this score the position in 4 + 2 would be
greatly complicated, to put it mildly. He sometimes worried,
indeed, whether the Germans would be prepared to sit down with
the Briti in that forum. He wondered aiain what we were going
to do about this., I saig the obvious thing was to encourage the
President and the Prime Minister to consult closely and openly.

g conversation as straight
deal that we here have not
Very much including somz of the more Speculative reporting

from Bonn about the possible future of Germany following the
elections., I know Blackwill has the reputation of being
something of a conspirator. Seme ©f his themes on 26 February
are familiar. He certainly believes in the value of working
behind the scenes and secret diplomacy. On the other hand, he
also gives every appearance -of sincerity when he talks of the
need to ensure that we continue to operate as key players on the
European scene, He has been an accurate uide to this sort of
naze before. Blackwill stressed several timesthat one reason for
the President's dismay is the very high regard he hag for the

Prime Minister, He, Blackwill, had naver heard him say a
disobliging word about her.

Blackwill ma But if the

President is inde ' Speculate about our policies
towards the USSR in the way Blackwill has reported (and we have
NG other evidence to support it) the-implications for the
ationship across the beard would be troubling

The Americans are still a long way off regarding the
USSR as developing into a "normal® European power, and the
current closeness of our relationship with Moscow could
accordingly begin to arouse concern here, I am all the more glad

to think we now have a further meeting between the President and
the Prime Minister firmly in prospect.
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