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LIETUVOS RESPUBLIKOS AUKSCIAUSIOJI TARYBA

Margaret Thatcher

Prime Minister,

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
10 Downing St.

London, United Kingdom

Dear Madame Prime Minister:

On February 24, 1990 after a fairly-contested; multi-party
campaign, the people of Lithuania went te the polls to elect na-
tional representatives for the first time since the Lithuanian
nation came under foreign occupation in 1940. With the completion
of the final run-off elections on March 10, 1990, +the demand of
the people of Lithuania was clear and overwhelming - Iimmediate
restoration of the Republiec of Lithuania recognized de Jure by
Great Britain inm 1921, &and the entry into force on Lithuanilian
territory of the fundamental human, economic and political rights
proclaimed in the first Lithuanian Constitution of May 15, 1920.

On March 11, 1990, the representatives of the Lithuanian
people met in the Assembly Hall of the Supreme Council in the
Lithuanian capital of Vilnius and expressing-the will of the na-
tion solemnly proclaimed the restoration of the Republic of
Lithuania on the bagis of its de Jure continuity since 1540. The
Lithuanian Supreme Soviet was reestablished as the Supreme Coun-
c¢il of the Republic, and the 1977 U.5.8.R. Constitution and other
Soviet laws were annulled, insofar as they applied to Lithuania.
Only those Soviet laws which did not conflict with the Temporary
Fundamental Law of the Republic¢ of Lithuania were permitted to
remain en vigeur. These laws will be examined and replaced with
Lithuanian laws after future legislative review and debate.

I have been asked by the Supreme Council of Lithuania to
convey to you and the people of Great Britain the most sig-
nificant legislative documents enacted on March 11, 199%0. In par-
ticular vyou will observe that the Lithuanian state emphasizes its
adherence to wuniverselly accepted principles of international
law; recognizes the provisions of the Helsinki Final Act with
respect to internatiomal frontiers, and guarantees the rights of
all peoples and ethnic communities living in Lithuania.

Madame Prime Minister, it has been nearly five decades since
oppression and darkness descended upon the land and people of
Lithuania as a result of an illegal &nd morally reprehensible
Non-Aggression Pact with secret protocols entered intoe by Adolf
Hitler and Josef S5talin on August 23, 153%9:. During this period;
the Lithuanian people were denied nearly every Tundamental human
right enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.




Cogmencing in June 1940, hundreds of thousands of Lithuanians of
ai ages, professions and backgrounds were deported to the
U.5.%5,R.; our eBchools and churches closed; our farms and property
laid waste; our environment poisoned by industries over which we
had little control; and our soms laid to rest on battlefields Ffar
beyond cur frontlers.

In spite of these heavy burdens; and an unrelenting effort
by an alien political aystem to destroy the religous and moral
values of the Lithuanian people;, the Lithuanian nation endured.
In every Lithuanian heasrt burned a desire for freecdom, Jjustice
and peace,

Many of our people have taken great hope and courage from
the fact that OGreat Britain; like many other nations, has
repeatedly stressed ita non-recognition of the 1940 annexation
and occupation of Lithuania by The U.5.5.R. fEEE?T_“HLth lncreag=-
ing freedoms and liberties a reality for most Lithuanians, the
people of Lithuania are hoping for your nation's support in the
process of poalitieal, economie and enviroonmental renewal now
sweeping across our nation.

Madame FPrime Minister; the people of Lithuania and the state
Supreme Council have asked me to convey to you and the people of
Great Britain their warmest greetings and besL wishes. To all the
peoples of the Soviet Union and Europe our nation extends the
hand of friendship. I sincerely hope that the people of Great
Britain will continue to reaffirm and support the right of the
people of Lithuania to freedom, dignity and self-determination.

'

fi 'y

Very truly yours, || | / |
o a{‘ e
. I:,\-'l\,_l"fh x 1:"';'_' 7

|I f
Vytautas Landsbhergis \ _Tﬁ
Fresident of the Supreme Qouncil of the
Republic of Lithuania

Vilnius, March 24,1930
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DEC LAERATTI DN

ON THE POWERS ENTRUSTED TO THE DEPUTIES OF THE LITHUAMNIAN SSR
SUPREME S5UVIET

By the decision of the Lithuanian nation, the independent
Lithuanlan state was restored on February 16, 1%1B, and confirmed
by the resclution of the Constituent Assembly on May 15, 1920 and
by the 1922 Constitution of the Lithuanian State. It bacame a
full-fledged member of the world community of natlons and ex-
pressed Jt8 sovereign powear As a natlion through the formation of
sovereign institutlons of the Lithuanian State wuntil June 14,
1940,

on June 15, 1540, through wviclence and aggressicn, the
Soviet Unlon restrained the sovereign power of the nation and il-
legally incorporated Lithuania into the USER.

Even though the nation resisted continuocusly, this foreign
force eventually destroyed the structures of the Lithuanian
State, and imposed its own structures upon it.

Since 1988, as new possibilities arcee; the nation's move-
ment for reblrth and independence began to express itself openly,
encompassing the broadest layvers of scciety. The nmatlon’s will,
eXpressed openly by civil actions, through exlsting intitutions
became an expressicon of its soverelign power.

The imposition of the structures forced upon Lithuania by a
foreign state should not be interpreted as a recognition of its
sovereignty over the Lithuanian nation and i1tz territery by the
state which forced them upon it, or as recognition of the annexa-
tlon executed by that state.

on February 24, 1290, durlng slections to the Lithuanian S&ER
Supreme Soviet those residents of Lithuania with the right to
vote of their own will presented the elected Lithuanian SER
Supreme Soviet deputies with & mandate to restore the Lithuanlan
State and expresg the sovereign power (suprema potestas) of the
naticn through this Supreme Soviet, which, beginning March 11,
1990, 6:00 p.m., will be called the Supreme Council of Lithuania.

VYTAUTASE LANDEBERGIS
CHAIRMAN OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL
OF LITHUANIE

LIUDVIKAS SABUOTIS
SECRETARY OF THE SUPREME COUONCIL
OF LITHUANIR

Yilnius, March 11, 1950




=VFPREME COUNCIL OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA
=T
ON THE RESTORATION OF THE LITHUANIAN STATE

The Supreme Councll of the Republic of Lithuania, expressing
the will of the Nation, resolves andg solemnly proclaime that the
execution of the sovereign power of  the Lithuanian State,
herstofore constrained by alien forces in 1940, is restored, and
henceforth Lithuania is ocnce again an independent stata,

The February 1B, 1918 Act of Independence of the Eupreme
Council of Lithuania and the May 15, 1920 Constitusnt hesembly
Fesolution on the resztoration of a demccratic Lithuanian State
have never lost their legal force and are the constitutional
foundation of the Lithuanlan State.

The territory of Lithuania 1z Integral and indivisible, ang
the Constitution of any other State has no jurisdiction within
it.

Ine Lithunanian State emphasizes its adherence to universally
recognized principle: of internaticnal law, recognizes the prin-
clple of the invioclablility of borders as formulated in Helsinki
in 1975 in the Final Act of the Confersnce on Security and
Cooperation in Eurcpe, and guarantees the rights of individuals,

citizens and ethnic communities.

The Supreme Council of the Republic of Lithuania, expressing
scoverelgn power, by this act begins to achlieve the State's Full
sovereignty.

VYTAUTAE LANDSBERGIS
CHAIRMAN OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL
OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA

LIUDVIKAS SABUTIS
SECRETARY OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL
OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA

Vilnius, March 11, 19%0




LAW OF THE REPUEBLIC OF LITHUAMIA

CN THE REINSTATEMENT OF THE MAY 12, 19338
LITHUANIAN CONSTITUTION

The Bupreme Council of the Republic of Lithuania,

- confirming the Lithuanian 55FR Supreme Sovist Februaary 7,
1990 rescluticon "on the liquidation of &he 1939 Germany-UsSSRE
agreements and thelr conseguences,”

== tdeclaring that the May 12, 1938 Lithuanian Constltuticon
was suspended 1illegally when on June 15, 1940 the Soviet Union
committed agression against the independent Lithuanian State and
annexed 1it,

-— considering the July 21, 1940 People’s Assembly to he
the instrument for expression the will of 3 foreign country, and
consldering its decislions to be 1llegal,

= striving to restore the wviolated agvereign rights
nation and the State,

r&s ol vesg:

5 To annnl the April 20, ¢ Lithuanian Constitution
itFundamental Law).

9 To annul the October 7, 1977 USSR Constitution
(Fundamental Lawl), as well as the "Fundamentals of Legizlatlon of
the USSR and Soviet Republics,™ insofar as they apply to the
Republic of Lithuanisa.

3. To relnstate the May 17, 183E Lithuanian Constitutiorn
throughout the Republic of Lithuania, suspending those paragraphs
and articles governing the status and Fowers of the President of
the Republic, the Assembly, the State Council and the State Su-
pervisory body.

4. I'c establish that the relnstatement of the May 12, 1938
Lithuanian Constitution does not in itself reestablish cther laws
in effect In the Republic of Lithuania pricr to June 15, 1940,

VITAUTAS LANDEEBERGIS
CHAIRMAN OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL
OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA

LITDVIKAS SABUTIS
SECRETARY OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL
OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA




OF THE REFUBL

FUNDAMENTAL LAW OF THE
LF LITHUAMIA

ihe Supreme Council of the Republic of Lithuania, consider-
ing the necessity of bringing the provisions of the May 12, 193E
Lithuanian Constitution into accord with toeday's changling politi-
cal, economic and other social circumstances,

T e L R R

1. To suspend the May 12, 1938 Lithuanian Constitution.

2. T¢e ratlfy the Frovislional Fundamental Law of the
Republic of Lithuania.

3. To establish that Soviet laws and other legal acts which
do not contradict the Provisional Fundamental Law of the
Republic of Lithuania shall continue in effect in the Republle of
Lithuanisg.

4. This law enters into force at the moment of {ts adop-
tion.

VITAUTAS LANDSBERGIS
CHAIRMAN CF THE SUFREME COUNCIL
CF THE REPDBLIC OF LITHUANIA

LIUDVIKAS SABUTIE
SECRETARY OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL
OF THE REPURLIC OF LITHOAMIA

Vilnius, March 11, 1990




L AW
OF THE REPUBLIC CF LITHUANIA

ON THE ETATE MAME AND EMELEM

in accordance with the act of restoring the independence of
the State of Lithuania, it is important to cbserve names and EyYm-
bols that have deep spiritual and political meaning. Empowered by
the will of the citizens-voters of Lithuania, the Supreme Council
of the Independent Republic of Lithuania,

E & &8 0 1 v &85 3

I To wuse “"Republic of Lithuania” as the single official
name of the State in the Constitution and in other laws and legal
enactiments, “Lithuania®”, "Lithuanian” in shorter forms and in
Ccompound names.

2. Te continue to use the official state smblem and symbol
of the Republic of Lithuania, the "VMytis" [white knight on red
background) .

3. To refer to the Lithuanian ESh Eupreme Soviet : the
"Supreme Councll of the Republic of Lithuania. *

4, Henceforth to refer to the post of the Lithuvanian &8
Supreme Soviet Chairman az the post of the “Chalrman of the
Supreme Council of the Republic of Lithuania,. ™

o, To refer to all further acts of this Supreme Soviet as
acts of the First Supreme Council of the Republic of Lithuanis.

6. The name:z of government bodles shall be altered in ac-
cordance with the first article of this law,

7. This law enters into force on the date of its adepticn.

VYTAUTAE LANDSBERGIE
CHATIRMAN COF THE SUPREME COUNCIL
OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA

LIUDVIEAS SABUTIS
SECRETARY OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL
OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA

Vilnins, March 11, 189D




ITHITANT A

ON THE ALTERATION OF THE STATUS OF FORMER STATE
LOVERNING } UNDER THE JOINT JUORISDICTIONM
LITHUANIAN SSR AND THE USSR

The Supreme Councll of the Republic of Lithuanis
res ol ve s that:

1 All former Lithuanian S5SR ministries, state committees
ard departments, which were under the joint jurisdictlion of the
Lithuanian S5R and the USSR shall henceforth be under the juris-
diction of the Republic of Lithuania.

2. This law enters into force on the date of {ts adoption.

WITAUTAS LANDSBERGIS
CHAIRMAN OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL
OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA

LIUDVIEAS SABUTIS
SECRETARY OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL
OF THE REPUELIC OF LITHUANIA

Vilnius, March 11, 1990




A D DHRE S5.5

SEUPREME COUNCIL OF TH

On March 11, 1990 the Supreme Council of the Republic of
Lithuania expressed the will of the nation by proclaiming the
legal continuation of the independent Lithuanian State, which was
cccupied and annexed by the USSR in 1940,

With this action Lithuania returns to the world family of
independent democratic nations and hopes for their kind assls-
tance., An Iimportant sign of political and moral Eupport would be
the recognition of the laws and legizlative acts adopted on March
11, 19590 and the recognition of the new government of Lithuania.
This we kindly reguest.

1=
UPREME COUNCIL
LITHDOANIA

PRESIDENT OF THE

VITAUTAS LAMDSBERG
OF THE REPUBLIC OF

Vilnius, March 17, 1990




THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANTX

TO THE NATIONS OF THE WOHLD

The Supreme Council of the Republic of Lithuania, having
proclaimed the continvation of the independent Lithuanian State
and a return to the world community of free nations, has faith in
the solidarity and support of these nations.

cur decision ls not directed against any one nation, nor is
it against any natlonality in Lithuania. This is a path that al-
lows us to guarantee the rights of individuals, cltizens and na-
tional communities in Lithuania, to become open to free associa-
tion, and to cffer to contribute our commitment and work £o the
world of justice and harmony that is now being created.

May God and all people of good faith help us.

VITAUTAE LANDSEERGIS
PRESIDENT OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL
OF THE FEPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA

LIUDVIKAS SABUTIS
SECRETARY OF THE SUPREME COUNCII
OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA

Vilnles, March 11, 18590




TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SUPREME
SUVIET OF THE UNION COF SOVIET
S0OCIALIST REPUBLICS

HIS EXCELLENCY
MIEHAIL GORBACHEV

We, deputies of the Supreme Council of the Republic of
Lithuania, elected democratically and. freely by the peocple of
Lithuania, who for many decades have striven to restore the inde-
pendent statehood of their country, wish to inform vou that on
March 11, 1950, the Supreme Council of the Republic of Lithuania
adopted legal acts and political decisions establishing the res-
toration of the independent Lithuanian State,

The texts of the documents are attatched to this letter.

We hope that you and the entire leadership of the Soviet
Onion will show good will and favourably vwiew our resclutions,
and that the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics will recognize
the Lithuanian Republic as an independent state,

We are inviting you te wview this letter ag an pfficial
Froposal to the Union of Soviet Sociallast Eepublics to start ne-
gotiations for regulating all questions PEXtalnling to the fact of
the restoration of the independent Lithuanian state. We an-
ticipate that you will pay special attenticn to the safety of the

young people of Lithuania currently serving in the Sevist Armed
Foreoes.

We wish +to maintain good and stable political and economic
relations with the Soviet Unlen, and we anticipate that you will
exhibit a reclprocal position and attitude.

Respectiully yours
VYTAUTAS LANDSBERGIE

CHATRMAN OF THE EUFREME COUNCIL
OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA

Vilnius, March 12, 1980




ADDRESS TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE USSR

The Supreme Councll of the Republic of Lithuania, supported
by mandates from the Lithuanian nation, states:

1. I'ne goveroment of Lithuania will not ilmpede the ac-
tivities of Soviet army troops based for a limited pericd of time
in the territory of the Republic while pursuing negotlaticons with
the government of the USSR concerning the status of those troops.
Until conelusiens are reached, Armed Forces of the USSR, the In-
ternal and Border Army should not execute maneuver:s or relocation
within the territory of the Republie, and should not increase the
present contingency without the agreement cof the government of
Lithuania. Llkewise, the government of the Republic will assure
the safety of the Soviet Army's soldiers, military cfficers and
thelr famili{es in Lithuania.

2. The people of Lithuania and the Supreme Council of
Lithuania wish citizens (soldiers, military officers and thelr
families} of the Republic to be immediately and safely returned
ta Lithuania,

3. We ask you, honorable USSR Prasident, +to give the ap-
propriate orders to the govermment of the USSR,

VYITAUTAS LANDSBERGIS
CHAIRMAN OF THE SUFREME COUNCIL
OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIR

LIUCVIKAS SABUTIS
SEECRETARY OF THE SUPREME COUMCIL
CF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA

Vilnus, March 11, 1990




IEL. DIdYTS
TELEX.261138 LTINF 5U
FAX. 61454y

E'L.:'} IN:  TEXT OF LITHUANIAN REPLY TO GORBACHEY

THE REPLY OF UYTAUTAS LANDSBERGIS., PRESIDENT OF THE SUPREME
COUNCIL OF LITHUANIA, TO USSH PRESIDENT MIRHOTL GORBACHEV'S TELEGRAN
THREE DAYS ABQ IS BEING QELTVERED Topar BY a DELEGATION HEADED BY
VAIDOTAS aNTANAITIS. THE TEXT OF THE FELESRAM FOLLOLG:

HIS EXCELLENCY M. GORBACHEY

FRESIDENT OF THE UNION OF THE
SOVIET S0CTaALIST REPUBLICS

DEAR KR, PRESIDENT,

IN RESPONSE TO YOUR INGUIRY ABOUT THE POSITION OF THE
SUPRENE COUNCIL OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA REGARDING 8 DECISION By
THE THIRD SPECIAL SESSION OF THE CONGRESS OF PEOPLES DEFUTIES, I
HISH TO INFORM YOU THAT:

1. THE DECREE BY THE CONGRESS THAT RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE St
PRENE COUNCIL OF THU REPUBLIC OF LITHUANTA ARE INVALID DOES NOT HaVE
LEGAL FOUNDATION.

2o HUMAN RIGHTS IN LITHUANIA ARE CUARANTEED BY THE LAWS OF THE
REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA WRICH CONFORM HITH UNTVERSALLY RCCERPTED,
INTERNATIONGL PRACTICES 4ND AGREEMENTS, AND ARE DEFENDED 8Y THE
LITHUANIAN GOVERNMENT AND THE LOURTS. THE LESal USSR INTERESTS Iy
LITHUANIA SHOULD BE SPECIFICALLY DEFINED THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS AN
HILL RECEIVE CAREFUL CONSIDERATION BY THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA.

J. THE LITHUANTAN STATE IS TAKING NEASURES THAT LAW aND OROER
15 MAINTAINED IN THE TERRITORY OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANTA.,

MR. PRESIDENT. I AM TAKING THIS OFPORTUNITY TO DRAU Youm
ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT SEVERAL SPEECHES DELJVERED AT THE THIRD
SPECIAL SESSTON OF THE CONGRESS OF PEOPLES DEPUTIES ON MaRCH 15, 1880
AND BROADCAST BY NATIONSL SOVIET TELEVISTION MISREPRESENTED THE FACTS

KITH RESPECT,
PRESIDENT OF THE SUPRENE COUNCIL OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA
V.LANDSBERGIS
VILNIUS, MARCH 18 . 1990




SUPREME COUNCIL OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANTA
BUREAU OF INFORMATION
fels EBR BR4d-=3
Fax: 61 45 44
Telex: 261132 LTINF

The feollowing communication was Lransmitted by telegram on Mapch
i 1980 frem the Fresident aof the Supreme Council af the
Republic of Lithuania, Vytautas Landsbergis, to the Supremsa
Soviet of the USSR. The original document will be hand-deliverad
to Supreme Soviet of the USSR in Moscow on March 23, 1590,

March 21, 1990

The Supreme Soviet
of the USSR
The Kremlin
Moscow, USSR

Gentlemen:

The Government and Supreme Council of the Republie o f
Lithuania most strengly protest Lhe regsolutien adopted by the
third uwnscheduled Congress of Peoples’ Deputies of the USSR on
March 15, 1890, with respect to the international and internal
status of the Republic of Lithuania,

In particular, the Republic of Lithuania objects to the
description of Lithuania as & "republic of the USsSgR." The
Republic of Lithuania was an internationally recognized member of
the League of Nations until its forcible cccupation by the armed
forces of the USSR in Jurie, 1840, pursuant teo the secret
protocols of the Nazi=-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact af August 23,
1934,

The annexation of Lithuania by the USSR violated the terms of
Lenin's Declaration of Rights of the Pecples of Ruzgia of Novem-
ber 15, 1817; +the Soviet-Lithuanian Peacs Treaty of July 12,
1320 the Lithuanian-Soviet Treaty of Nen-Aggressien of September
28, 18926: the Kellogg Briand Pact of 1825: the Lithuanian-Soviet
Mutual Assistance Pact of Uctober 10, 19339: and the Covenant of
the League of Nations. The annexation and occupation of
Lithuania, and its neighbors Estenis and Latvia has been reviewed
and denocunced as a flagrant breach of international 1law by the
former Supreme Soviet of Lithuania, as well as the Supreme
Soviets of Estonia and Latvia, the parliament of the Republic af
Foland, and the Assemblies of the Council of Europe and the
European Parliament, A gimilar action was taken by the USSR Con-
BEress of People's Deputies on December 24, 1985.

In light of the fact that Lithuanie had come under Soviet oo-
cupation by June, 1940, all subsequent actions of Soviet
authorities in Lithuania designed to subvert and destrovy the
nation's sovereignty were void ab initio, including all such ac-
tions initiated by the gevernment of Jozef Stalin to pertray as
Juridically wvalid the inclusion of Lithuania 4in the USSR on
August 3, 1940,




The Government of the Republic of Lithuania wishes to bring te
the attention of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR and +thea [ISSR
Gevernment that international erimes such as forcible annexation
of territory do not produce wvalid iegal title, and that the inda=
pendence of the Republic of Lithuania haz bBeen re-established on
the basis of the Lithuanian people's right of self-determination
and the de jure continuity of the Lithuanian State since 1940,

The Government of the Hepubliec of Lithuania algo winhes 4o
remind the Supreme Soviet of the USSR that the USSR Government
declared in its 1920 Peace Treaty with Lithuania that it recog-
nized without reservation and "for all time" the sovereign rights
and independence of the Lithuanisn State, It therefore follews
Lhat the Republic of Lithuania has never formed, Juridically-
speaking, part of the territory of the USSR, and that there iz po
legal justificatien for the validity of Lhe 1877 ussp Coanstitu-
tion or other Soviet laws with respect to Lithuanian territory.

The Government of the Republic of Lithuania wigshes ta inform
the BSupreme Soviet of the USSR that although the USSR Constitu-
tion does not apply to Lithuania, article 72 of such Constitution
does in fact previde for the unqualified right of each Soviet
republic to seccde freom the USSR, In connection with this con-
stitutional provimion, the well-known Soviet Constitutional ex-
pert, Alexander Lukvyanov and other gcholars have written:

"This right of Soviet republics to secede is unconditional and
for such right to be effectuated, the appraoval of the highest or-
gans of +the Soviet Government is nat necessary; nor is the ap-
proval of the other Soviet republice.™

It is therefore clear that the decisien of the Lithuanian
Supreme Council te restore Lithusnian independence is even valid
from the standpoint of Saviet Conztitutional Law, References to
articles T4 and 75 of the Sovietl Constitution made by the USSR
Congress of People's Deputies in the aforementioned March 15,
1990 declaration are dirrelevant ta a discussion of the legal
Status of Lithuania in light of the fact that such articles do
not modify or restrict the right of self-determination or secesg-
sion granted by the Seviet Constitution.

The Government of the Republic of Lithuania alss wishes ta
inform the members of the Supreme Soviet of the USSH that the
Lithuanian Government is vested with all legitimate legal
authority in Lithuania, and that any attempt by the government or
military organs of the U.5.8.R. to interfere with the enforcement
of Lithuanien law in Lithuania will be Viewed as a violatisn of
generally-recognized principles of lnternational law inecluding
article 2(4) of the Charter of the United NMationg, +the Interna-
tional Human Rights Covenants, the Gepneral Treaty for the Renun-
ciation of War of 1928, the United Nations 1874 Declaration with
respect to the Definition of Aggression, and the 1970 United MNa-
tions General Assembly FResolution Declaration on Principles of
International Law Concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation
Among States,

The Republic of Lithuania in particular requests the Supreme
Soviet of the USSR to urge the Soviet Governmenl to respect the
right of Lithuania to contrel and regulate all customs and
passport formalities on its frontiers with the Kingdom of Sweden,
the Russian S$.F.S.R., Peland, Latvia, and the Byelorussian S5.5.H.
The Lithuanian Government reminds the Supreme Soviet of the USSR

2




.ml in accordance with the terms of the Helsinki Final Act and
universally accepted principles of international law, including
Article 13 of the Universel Declaration of Human Rights, all
Lithuanian citiZens have the right to leave Lithuania and refuTn
at any time. Any efforts by Scviet personnel staticned on and
near Llhe frontiers af Lithuania Lo harass or impede the legsl
right of Lithuaniane te cress inte etates other than the HSFSR ar
Byelorussia will be viewed as a seriocus breach af international
legal and human rights norms.

The afarementioned Resolution of the third unscheduled Con-
Eress of People's Deputies of the LUS55R al=sg alleged that
Lithuania "ignered" certain unspecified political, economic, so-
cial, territerial, legal and other Problems connected with the
re-establishment of Lithuanian independence, The Government of
the Lithuanian Republic wishes tao remind the members of the
Supreme Soviet of the USSR that Lithuanis has underscored on many
occasions its sincere hope that immediate negotiations would com-
mence with the Government of the USSR 30 that both Parties might
openly and rationally discuss all lssues currently outstanding
between them. The Government of Lithuania has set no precondi-
tions for such negotiations, and on several ocecasions Lithuanian
represcentatives in Moscow have had contacts with the President of
the USSR, Mikhail Gorbachev.

The Government of Lithuania wishes to convey to the members
of the Supreme Soviet of the USSE and the Government of the USSR
the sincere wish of =&ll Lithuanians for future mutually-
beneficial political, ecenomic and cultural ties with the peaples
of the USSR, A forthright willingness to discuss issues of

mutual concern will serve to hasten many positive developments in
Lithuania, the USSR and East-Centra) Europe.

¥ytaulas Landsbergis
Fresident, Supreme Council of the Eepublic of Lithuaria
Vilnius, March 21, 15980




