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Thank you for sending me copies of your letters of 28 qﬁly and 7
August about the Prime Minister’s talks with Sir Crispin Tickell. %u(?“(

The Secretary of State is keen that the UK should whenever and v%f\
wherever possible take the credit which the Prime Minister has ol
gained for us for advancing the international debateé on global \EJ
climate change. Ouf early support for working through UNEP and the
Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has pald off
handsomely. The IPCC has established itself as the major
international forum and it is now well supported by both developed
and developing countries: the UK’s Chairmanship of the Science Group
should ensure a firm basis for the World Climate Conference next
year; our announcement of support for a framework convention has
proved critical within the “Response Strategy Working Group. There
are thus ample opportunities to take forward the points in your
letters and the Secretary of State is planning to talk to Sir
Crispin when he is in the UK in early September.

Economic Aspects of the Environment

As you know, the Secretary of State has appointed Professor David
earce as his Special Adviser and we are delighted by the response
to his report on Sustainable Development which we launched this
week. We are asking Professor Pearce to consider whether the
interdepartmental paper which was the basis for our successful
initiative at the Paris Summit could be expanded into a publication
of more general interest, posSibly as oné of our Environment in —
Trus eaflets. wi also be developing proposals for taking the
work forward in the OECD, in the IPCC and (as stressed at the
Summit) as an input to the 1992 UN Conference on Environment and
Development. The Treasury, as well as other interested Departments,
will of course be closely involved.




Funds for Environmental Research

Following the Prime Minister’s meetings, the Department’s commitment
to research on global climate change has been thoroughly reviewed.
In the context of this yeat’'s sutvey, the Secretary of State will be
proposing a substantial increase in resources, partly for work on
effects but also to set up a new Climate Change Centre at the Met
ice in order to maintain our world lead in modelling. The
alance of priorities is of course a matter for the Research
ouncils, but the Department’s Chief Scientist will be pressing hard
or greater priority for environmental research. We are pleased to
see from Johfi Fairclough’s letter of 8 August that he too is arguing
along these lines. ——

UN General Assembly

The Secretary of State warmly supports the idea of the Prime
Minister attending the General Assembly. This was floated
informally by our delegation on their feturn from UNEP’s Governing
Council where it became clear that this year’s environment debate in
New York would be of crucial importance. Since UNGA will be used to
promote the themes of The Hague Declaration the Secretary of State
believes that a Prime Ministerial speech’would offer a strong and
positive counterbalance. He would not expect it to concentrate
soléIy on climaté change: it could cover other areas where the UK
has a better track record than many other Western countries - our
high commitmeént on tropical forests; our initiatives—on—the ozone
layer; our lead on the economics of sustainable development; “out
work on energy efficiency; and our whHolehearted financial and
political "support for strengthening UNEP. The Secretary of State
has however commented that %B“EEEE—E‘major impact the speech would
need to announce some new and concrete steps, possibly aimed at
better tackling the environmental problems 6f developing countries.

Population Growth

The Secretary of State agrees on the need for fuller account to be
taken of the implications of population growth. Indeed, if
population growth were greatly ToeXceéed 10 billion at the end of
the next cengggzﬁit might not be possible To contain man-made
climate change. "However, the issue requires gré&at sensitivity and
is undoubtedly best conducted in the overall framework of
sustainable development. Next year’s Ministerial meeting in Bergen
on the Brundtland Report could be a promising forum in whic¢h to
develop our ideas. Sir Crispin’s immediate concern on the effects
of climate change on human habitation should be well covered in the
IPCC Impacts Group under Soviet chairmanship.




Our Own Forests and Woodlands

The Secretary of State is familiar with UK’s good record on forest
management. He is not persuaded that further home based initiatives
in a temperate climate would have any great impact on those facing
quite different problems in conserving tropical rain forests.
Neveftheless our efforts in this sector could be presented more
positively.

International Environmental Institutions

The Secretary of State has read Sir Crispin’s speech and is looking
forward to seeing the assessment being prepared by this Department
and the FCO on strengthening UNEP and improving the UN’s response to
global environment@l problems. He is concerned that the UK should
continue to take a constructive role in preparing for the 1992 UN
Conference, on which a good start was made at UNEP’s Governing
Council. It will be essential to build up good will with developing
countries and to convince them of the need for co-operation in
achieving sustainable development. Vigilance will be needed to
avoid the twin dangers of environmental dictatorship from the
industrialised countries and confrontational demands from developing
countries for more aid, debt forgiveness, a new international
economic order and so on.

Energy Conservation Paper

After the Prime Minister’s seminar Ministers concluded that it would
not be appropriate to publish the individual papers, although as Dr
Currie’s paper has been depousited in Parliament we have no objection
to its being in the public domain. The ideas of the paper ate
however—being carried forward by the Department of Energy who have
taken the lead in the IPCC in proposing to draw up a country case
study.

I am copying this letter to Stephen Wall (Foreign and Commonwealth
Office), Alex Allan (HM Treasury), Stephen Craine (Department of
Education and Science) and Trevor Woolly (Cabinet Office)
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