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Concorde has

In the pe
ue the project, were bO'ldl} in
been no subsequent public
whole. But, for
; Ian Mikardo
;.rnd the
es,

pretty heavily after
3 ommittee members,
wno have given notice of their i;tent-“ns i } st paragraph of their
report to pursue the matter on the floor of the House - to allow time for
an early debate on the Committee's report and the Government's reply.
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GOVERNMENT REPLY TO SELECT COMMITTEE REPORT ON CONCORDE

Your Minister wrote to the Secretary of State for Industry on
;B/ﬂune about the Government's reply to the report made by the
elect Committee on Industry and Trade on Concorde. A copy

of this letter was sent to the Chancellor of the Duchy.

The Chancellor of the Duchy asks me to say that he is generally
content with the proposed handling of the reply. In particular,
he agrees that no commitment should be given to a debate until

it is possible to assess the reaction of the House to the
Government's reply, and the extent of any pressure for such

a debate.

His only comment is that, as you will see from the attached
letter, an undertaking has been given to Mr Du Cann, as Chairman
of the Liaison Committee of Select Committee chairmen, that the
role of arranged written answers in relation to select committee
reports will be confined to drawing the attention of the House
to replies which have been made to the committee in other forms.
It would accordingly be contrary to this assurance for any
arranged written reply to do more than call attention to the
publication of the Command Paper.
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I am copying this to the ivate Secretaries of the recipients
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of your Minister's letter.
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N P M HUXTABLE
Private Secretary

P E Mason, Esg

Private Secretary to the
Minister of State for Industry
123 Victoria Street
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