Thank you for your message of 4 October about the
Palestinian question, and for your kind wishes on the Party

Conference.

As you know, we support the right of the Palestinian
people to self-determination. We shall continue to work
for a settlement which embodies this principle, as well as
providing security for all states in the region including
Israel. Following the tragic events in Beirut, there is now
wide recognition that the Palestinian people must be enabled
to exercise their rights. I was glad to see that the Arab Summit
Meeting at Fez reached agreement on a set of objectives for
negotiations aimed at a just and lasting peace. President
Reagan has put forward proposals also, proposals which we
believe are a realistic basis for progress, even if they fall

short in some respects of Arab wishes.

Our position on talks with PLO leaders is well known.

They now face a period of important decisions. If they can make

an absolutely clear statement which accepts Israel's rights as
part of a satisfactory comprehensive settlement, and confirms
their commitment to the peaceful path to a settlement, that would

be a most important step forward.




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 22 October, 1982

Message from Secretary General

of the Arab League

Thank you for your letter of 20 October.

The Prime Minister has approved a
modified version of the draft reply to
Mr. Klibi. The revised text is enclosed.
I should be grateful if you would arrange
for its delivery. -

John Holmes, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

20 October 1982
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Thank you for your letter of 12 Octeber enclosing a

message from the Secretary General of the Arab League to the
Prime Minister.

In our view it would be right for the Prime Minister

to reply. I enclose a draft reply in the form of a telegram
to Tunis.
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(J E Holmds)
Private Secretary

A J Coles Esq
10 Downing Street
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FROM FCOo g 1800Z OCTOBER 82

TO ROUTINE TUNIS

TELEGRAM NUMBER

MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE ARAB LEAGUE

1. Chedli Klibi sent the following message to the Prime Minister
on 4 OcTOVER |

at the Conservative Party Conference in Brighton &act—mett

Dear Prime Minister

I send you my warmest good wishes on the occasion of your party's

conference, and for successful worthwhile deliberations. May I

also at this critical time in the affairs of the Middle East -

appeal to you to embark upon positive action to elevate the

plight of the Palestinian People.

This, I believe, can be achieved via realistic implementation

of the United Nations Resolutions:rhis is doubtless the only way

in which a just, secure, and lasting peace can be obtained, and

I earnestly request of you to exercise your world renowned

position to help to obtain the United Nations desires.

To achieve this end I hope we can count on your valid help and

support, and at the same time urge you to initiate at the

earliest possible moment top level talks with the leaders of
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the PLO who are the sole legitimate representative of the
Palestinian people. This has now been acknowledged by the

other British Political Parties and I trust that your conference
will make a similar pronouncement.

Kindest regards your sincerely

Chadli Klibi Secretary General League of Arab.States Tunis

2. Please now pass the following reply from the Prime Minister
o KLibie

,& Thank you for your message of 4 October about the Palestinian

question, and for your kind wishes on the Party Conference.

As you know, we support the right of the Palestinian people
to self-determination. We shall continue to work for a settlemen
which embodies this principle, as well as providing security

for all states in the region including Israel. Following

the tragic events in Beirut, there is now wide! recognition
sham—esree that the Palestinian people must be enabled to exertise
their rights. W—w—-&-—h—uﬁa—i&wd
il - I was glad to see that the Arab Summit Meeting at

Fez reached agreement on a set of objectives for negotiations
aimed at a just and lasting peace. President Reagan has put
forward proposals also, proposals which we believe are a realisti
basis for progress, even if they fall short in some respects

of Arab wishes.
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PLO leaders is well known. TheaPtﬂ face a period of important

decisions. If they can make an absolutely clear statement

which accepts Israel's rights as part of a satisfactory

comprehensive settlement, and confirms their commitment to the

peaceful path to a settlement, that would be a most important

step forward. (7
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