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YOUR TELNO 851: VISIT BY ARAE LEAGUE DELEGATION
1. BOUCETTA PULLED A LONG FACE WHEN HE READ THE MESSAGE AND
PROPOSED STATEMENT (YOUR TELMNOS 852 AND 853) WHICH | HANDED TO
HIM THIS MORNING FOR TRAMSMISSION TO KING HASSAN, HIS
PREL IMINARY REACTION WAS THAT wWHAT WE PROPOSE 1S NOT ON. HE WOULD
BE DISCUSSING YOUR MESSAGE WITH THE KING LATER TODAY ATD SEND
A FORMAL REPLY SHORTLY.
2. THOUGH STUDIQUSLY POLITE HE WAS DEJECTED AT THE COMPLICATIONS
HE ENVISAGES OUR REPLY CREATING FOR THE ARAB SIDE, HE MADE THE
FOLLOW ING FOINTS: yaia
(1) KING HASSAN WOULD BE READY TO MAKE A GENERAL STATEMENT
EITHER BEFORE OR AFTER SEEING MRS THATCHER, CONFIRMING
THAT ALL MEMBERS OF THE ARAB LEAGUE DELEGATION STAND
BY THE FEZ DECLARATION WITH ALL IT IMPLIES, BUT TO ASK
FOR FORMAL AGREEMENT TO THE SPECIFTC WORDING IN OUR
STATEMENT WAS NOT ACCEPTABLE EITHER IN FORM OR
SUBSTAMNCE.
(11) 1T WAS AWKWARD THAT THE MESSAGE HAD ALREADY BEEN SENT




IT WAS AWKWARD THAT THE MESSAGE HAD ALREADY BEEN SENT
TO OTHER MEMBERS OF THE DELEGATION., |T WOULD HAVE BEEMN
BETTER IF IT HAD GONE FIRST TO KING HASSAH ALONE, AS THE
DELEGATION HEAD, SO THAT HE COULD DISCUSS TS c‘:n.
IN HIS CwN WAY wITH THE OTHERS.
IN THE FROGRAMME AS SO FAR DISCUSSED, NO SPECIAL
MEETING HAD BEEM PROPOSED WITH YOU, |7 WOULD BE
AWKWARD FOR THE PLO TO SEE YOU BUT BE ABSENT WHEN THE
DELEGATICN SEES THE PRIME MINISTER.
THE SUBSTANCE OF OUR REPLY ¥AS PUZZLING, THE US
ADMINISTRATIOK WOULD LIKE TC HAVE US FURTHER OUT FRONT.
MOROCCO HAD PERSUADED THE SAUDIS AND OTHERS NOT TO BOW
OUT OF Tﬁg_x;;;;_lg_gggggn ON THE_GROUNDS THAT WE
WOULD BE OPEN TO ARGUMENT ON FULL PLC PARTICIPATION.
3. | ENDEAVOURED TO PERSUADE MAITRE BOUCETTA THAT WHAT WE
PROPOSE 1S A SERICUS ATTEMFT TO MEET THE ARAB SIDE’S CONCERN
BUT | FEAR 1 MADE LITTLE HEADwAY.
4, KING FAHD 1S STILL I FEZ AND | HAVE TRANSMITTED THE MESSAGE
T0 H1® THROUGH THE SAUDI E“BASSY (THE SAUD| AMBASEARCR 1S ALSO
IN FEZ). FOR LANGUAGE REASONS, AMONG OTHERS, | DID NOT DISCUSS
THE CONTENTS OF THE MESSAGE OR MAKE THE POINTS IN YOUR TUR WITH
THE SAUD! COUNSELLOR.,
5, EMISSARY. |F THE ELEMENTS OF A PACKAGE DEAL LCOK LIKE
EMERGING, | HAVE NO DOUBT, GIVEN KING HASSAK'’S LIKING FOR THIS
STYLE OF DIPLCMACY, THAT A SUITABLE EMISSARY COULD TIP THE
BALANCE BUT IT MAY BE BEST TO HOLD THIS 1IN RESERVE UNTIL WE HAVE
A CLEAR IDEA OF KING HASSAN'S REACTION. |IF HE CHOSES TO NURSE A
GRUDGE, AN EMISSARY MIGHT ALSO HAVE A USEFUL PLACATORY ROLE.
€. KING HASSAN’S PROGRAMME. GENERAL MOULAY HAFID ASKED TO SEE
ME THIS MORNING TO URGE THAT THE TIMING OF THE TETE A TETE WITH
THE PRIME MINISTER BE CHANGED FROM 1800 ON WEDNESDAY 1 DECEMBER
TO THE MORNING, PREFERABLY 11.3C. THE K1%NG WISHED TO AVOID A
EREE MORNING AND TO HAVE A MEETING OF THE DELEGATION IN THE
AFTERNOCN., | SHOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO GET BACK TO GENERAL MOULAY
HAFID, WHO AS YOU KNCw IS TR1CKY AND IRASCIBLE, AS QUICKLY
AS POSSIBLE, EVEM IF THE ANSWER 1S THAT NO CHANGE 1S POSSIBLE.
IF THE PRIME MIMISTER CAN AGREE A CHANGE, | WOULD TRY TO USE
IT AS A QUID PRO GUO FOR MEETING US % AIRPORTS/AIRCRAFT
ARRANGEMENTS,
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