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REVISED DRAFT MESSAGE TO KING FAHD

it did not prove possible for the Arab League Delegation to visit London

I thought I should let you know hod disappointed I am that

last week. Lord Carrington has told me of his conversations with Crown
Prince Abdullah and Prince Sultan during his recent visit and I know how

disappointed you were too.

The British position is not meant to be restrictive or negative.
Over the past fifteen years we have contributed as much as any Western
country to the now almost universal recognition that the Palestinian
people have a right to self-determination. The sooner all the parties to
the Arab-Israel dispute, and those who wish to help them, can sit down
together and discuss the next steps within a realistic and positive
framework, the sooner the Palestinian people will be put in a position to
exercise that right. I do not believe a change in British policy or
ministerial contacts with the PLO, in the absence of steps by the PLO
which we believe would greatly strengthen their diplomatic position are
likely to help to bring this about., Our position on contacts with the
PLO is based on our conviction that PLO acceptance in principle of Israel's
right to exist in peace and security, if Israel is prepared to accept
legitimate Palestinian rights, and of the need for a settlement to be reached
by peaceful means, is a necessary step if there are to be realistic
negotiations on the future of the Palestinians. It is vital for both
sides to take advantage of the present opportunities for making progress

towards a peaceful settlement through negotiations.

I believe that there is broad agreement between us on many
aspects of the Palestinian problem: and I am saddened that this present

disagreement should have arisen when I was so much looking forward to

discussing these issues with King Hdssan and his Delegation. I hope a

way can be found, consistent with the principles and policies of ourselves
and the Arab peoples, for the Arab League Delegation to come to London

and for us to have the pleasure of receiving them. I should like to assure
you in any event that we shall continue to play as active a part as we

can in the search for a just and lasting peace. We have, for example,

been pressing the Americans hard on the urgent need for Israel to implement
the settlements freeze proposed by President Reagan. It goes without saying
that I attach the greatest possible importance to having the views of Your

Majesty on this and other matters of such concern to both our countries.




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 8 December, 1982

ARAB LEAGUE DELEGATION

The Prime Minister has approved the
revised message from herself to King Fahd,
subject to some minor drafting changes which

I have conveyed to you on the telephone.

I enclose the version which the Prime

Minister has approved.

J.E. Holmes, Esq.,

Foreign and Commonwealth Office
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Arab League Delegation

Our Ambassador in Jedda has reported that King Fahd is
still in Morocco and that the Foreign Minister, Prince Saud,
would be TeavINZ to join the Arab League Delegation in Moscow
before the Embassy could reach him with the message. Sir
James Craig has therefore deferred delivery of the message
to King Fahd. He has also suggested that the message might
usefully be revised to reflect Lord Carrington's conversations
with senior Saudil Ministers, on which the Embassy had not
reported when the pPrime Minister's message was drafted. Lord
Carrington also told the Saudis that he would be seeing the
Prime Minister. The message might have more impact if it
referred to this also.

With this in mind the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary
recommends the attached revised draft for the message. It is
also shorter than the original, reflecting Mr Pym's belief
that with the passage of time it would be less appropriate to
cover in detail the events leading up to the despatch of the
British proposal for a compromise.

Mr Pym believes that we shall not have lost any advantage
in the delay. The next significant date is the meeting in Tunis
on 13 December of the Arab Boycott Committee at which, as Lord
Carrington may have mentioned to the Prime Minister, there are
expectations that the Delegation's failure to visit London will
be raised. The despatch of the message to King Fahd in the
first half of next week would therefore be timely.

The Prime Minister may also wish to be aware that Mr Pym
was in any case planning to visit the Gulf early next year. He
had thought of going to the smaller GUlLT countries 1in ganuary
and Saudi Arabia and Kuwait in February but now proposes to

suggeSt to the Saudis tThat he visit Saudi Arabia in early
January.
h

YMW
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(J E Holmes
Private Secretary

A J Coles Esq
10 Downing Street
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REVISED DRAFT TEXT TO KING FAHD

I thought I should let you know how disappointed
I am that it kas not prove& possible for the Arab League
Delegation to B=we visitee# London last week. Lord
Carrington has told me of his conversations with Crown

Prince Abdullah and Prince Sultan during his recent visit

and I know how disappointed you were too.

The British position is not meant to be restrictive
or negative. Over the past fifteen years we have contributed
as much as any Western country to the now almost universal
recognition that the Palestinian people have a right to self-
determination., The sooner all the parties tb the Arab-Israel

dispute,and those who wish to help them

can sit down together

)

and discuss the next steps within a realiétic and positive
framework, the sooner the Palestinian péople will be put in
a position to exercise that right. I'do not henestlx
believe a change in British policy df ministerial contacts
with the PLO,in the absence of steps by the PLO which we
believe would greatly strengthen /their diplomatic position)
;;-1ikely to help to bring this/about. Our position on
contacts with the PLO &;njtggf;;;;¥%ége our conviction

that PLO acceptance in principle of Israel's right to

exist in peace and Security,'if Israel is prepared to accept
legitimate Palestinian rights, and of the need for a
settlement to be reached by peaceful means, is a necessary
step if there are to be realistic negotiations on the

future of the Palestinians. We—he%éeveu%hat-it is vital for
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both sides to take advantage of the present opportunities
for making progress towards a peaceful settlement through

negotiations.

I believe that there is 2 broad arew=ef agreement
between us on many aspects of the Palestinian problem:

and I am saddened that this present disagreement should have

arisen when I was so much looking forward to discussing

these issues with King Hassan and his Delegation. I hope

a way can be found, consistent with the principles

and policies of ourselves and the Arab peOples, for the
Arab League Delégation to come to London and for us to

have the pleasure of receiving them. I should like to assure
you in any event that we shall continue to play as active a
part as we can in ‘the search for a just and lasting peace.
We have for exampleé been pressing the Americans hard on the
urgent need for Isrdel to implement the settlements freeze
proposed by President Reagan. It goes without saying

that I attach the gréatest possible importance to having
the views of Your Majesty on this and other matters of

such concern to both our countries.
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 92 December . 1982
4 ] -

Cancellation of Arab League Delegation Visit

Thank you for your letter of 30 November in which,
inter alia, you propose that the Prime Minister should
send messages to King Hussein and King Fahd about the
visit by the Arab League Delegation.

As I told you on the telephone yesterday, the Prime
Minister has approved slightly amended versions of the
two messages, which can now be despatched. I enclose
the amended texts.

J.E, Holmes, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.,

CONFIDENTIAL




. MESSAGE TO KING FAHD

Your Majesty,

May I thank you for your message, given by Crown Prince
Abdullah to Sir James Craig on 28 November, expressing concern
about the British position as regards the Arab League delegation's

proposed visit to London.

I thought I should let you know how disappointed I am that
it has not proved possible for the Delegation to come here this
week,

When the visit was first proposed, we had a series of
preliminary discussions with the Moroccan Government in which they
raised, informally, the question of PLO participation in the
Delegation, We explained the well-known British position on
high-level contacts with the PLO. And we were subsequently
told that King Hassan would be accompanied by the six Foreign
Ministers and the Secretary General of the Arab League. We
understood that there would be no PLO representative, even though
of course we knew that this would have been the Arab preference.
When despite this a formal request to us to agree to PLO
participation was put to us last week, supported by messages from
Your Majesty and from some other Arablleaders, we were faced with
the need to settle the matter in the few days remaining to us.

Our proposal of 26 November was intended as a positive and
constructive response to bridge the gap. The suggestion was not
that the Arab side should make or sign any statement, but that the
British side should be in a position to make a statement along

the lines indicated.

As regards the reference in the statement to terrorism,
which HRH Prince Saud discussed with Sir James Craig, our
proposal was that the British statement should say that the
members of the visiting delegation 'confirm their rejection of

terrorism'. I am of course aware that the resolutions of the

|/ Palestine




Palestine National Council held in 1981 include a form of words
condemning terrorism, Still more important, I am aware of

Your Majesty's resolute opposition to terrorism, of which Saudi
Arabia, like so many other countries, has sometimes been the
target. It would be valuable if the PLO, in association with
Arab Governments, could reaffirm its categoric condemnation,

and the proposal we made was intended simply to achieve that
purpose, thereby destroying one of the arguments most frequently

used to discredit the PLO and the Palestinian cause.

The British position is not meant to be restrictive or

negative. The sooner all the parties to the Arab-Israel dispute
and those who wish to help them can sit down together and discuss
the next steps within a realistic and positive framework, the
sooner the Palestinian people will be put in a position to
exercise their right of self-determination. I do not think

that a change in British policy towards the PLO, in the absence
of any clear step forward by them, at least a conditional move,
will help to bring this about. Our position on contacts with
the PLO, which is wholly consistent with the Venice Declaration,
aims to underline our conviction that PLO acceptance in principle
of Israel's right to exist in peace and security, if Israel is
prepared to accept legitimate Palestinian rights, is a necessary
step if there are to be realistic negotiations on the future of
the Palestinians. We believe that it is vital for both sides to
take advantage of the present opportunities for making progress
towards negotiations; and inevitably this will mean both sides

having to compromise on their maximum demands.

I am saddened that this misunderstanding should have arisen,
for I believe there is a broad area of agreement between us on many
other aspects of the Palestinian problem. I hope a way can be
found, consistent with the principles and policies of ourselves
and the Arab peoples, for the Arab League Delegation to come to

London and for us to have the pleasure of receiving them.




I should like to assure you in any event that we shall continue

to play as active a part as we can in the search for a just and

lasting peace. We have for example been pressing the Americans
hard on the urgent need for Israel to implement the settlements
freeze proposed by President Reagan, It goes without saying

that I attach the greatest possible importance to having the views

of Your Majesty on this and other matters of such concern to both

our countries.

MARGARET THATCHER
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Cancellation of Arab League Delegation Visit

(._‘.nsi-u'.

The Moroccans have now confirmed officially that the Arab
League delegation will not be coming to London this week. As
you will have seen from the note I sent you for the Prime Minister's
meeting with a group of MPs on 29 November, the UK is currently
the subject of widespread criticism in the Arab world: and it will
be necessary to make a robust defence of our position. 1 enclose
/ a draft message from the Prime Minister to King Hussein in response
/ to the King's message (Amman telno 518 enclosed) and a draft
/ message to King Fahd, who communicated his reaction to our proposal
/ through Crown Prince Abdullah in Riyadh (Riyadh telno 69 enclosed).

/ We are considering how best to respond to the unfriendly
message from the Moroccans (Rabat telno 474 enclosed). This can
be handled more slowly.

The cancellation of the visit has not so far received much
press coverage in this country, although there have already been
critical comments in the Arab press and these are likely to grow
and attract attention here. We have taken the line in public that
the formal request to include a PLO representative was made late;
that we considered it seriously; and that on 26 November we Tade
a proposal to the members of the delegation, which if accepted
would have meant that they could all be received in London, and
that the search for a peaceful settlement would have been taken
a step further. We are adding that we remain in touch with the
parties concerned.

The draft statement which we put to the Arab side has not so
far been published by the Arabs. Mr Pym believes that it is in
our interest not to release it ourselves unless we are forced to
do so by inaccurate leaks from the Arabs.

L{wmbﬂ——

A J Coles Esq J E Holm

Private Secretary rivate Secretary
10 Downing Street
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DRAFT MESSAGE TO KING FAHAD

Your Majesty,

May I thank you for your message, given by Crown Prince
Abdullah to Sir James Craig on 28 November, expressing
concern about the British position as regards the Arab
League delegation's proposed visit to London.

I thought I should let you know how disappointed
I am that it has not proved possible for the Delegation
to come here this week,

When the visit was first proposed, we had a series
of preliminary discussions with the Moroccan Government
in which they raised, informally, the question of PLO
participation in the Delegation. We explained the well-
known British position on high-level contacts with the PLO.
and we were subsequently told that King Hassan would be
accompanied by the six Foreign Ministers and the
Secretary General of the Arab League. We understood that
there would be no PLO representative, even though of course we
knew that this would have been the Arab/ preference. When
despite this a formal request to us to/ agree to PLO
participation was put to us last week, supported by messages
from Your Majesty and }rom some other Arab leaders, we
were faced with. the need to settle /the matter in the few

days remaining to us. Our proposal of 26 November was

intended as a positive and cnnsﬁructive response to bridge
f
the gap. The suggestion waibzgf that the Arab side should

make or sign gny statement, t that the British side

ky\:.f QJ‘I"&O-\

should(Ta e a statement along the lines indicated.




As regards the reference in the statement to terrorigm,
which HRH Prince Saud discussed with Sir James Craig,
our proposal was that the British statement should say thiat
the members of the visiting delegation 'confirm their
rejection of terrorism'. I am of course aware that the
resolutions of the Palestine National Council held in 198
include a form of words condemning terrorism. Still more
important, I am aware of Your Majesty's resolute oppostio
to terrorism, of which Saudi Arabia, like so many other

countries, has sometimes been the target. It would be

valuable if the PLO, in association with Arab Governments

could reaffirm its categoric condemnation, and the proposgl

we made was intended simply to achieve that purpose, therpby
destroying one of the arguments most frequently used to

discredit the PLO and the Palestinian cause.

The British position is not meant to be restrictive
or negative, The sooner all the parties to the Arab-Isra
dispute and those who wish toc help them can sit down ‘
together and discuss the next steps within a realistic
and positive framework, the sooner the Palestinian people
will be put in a position to exercise their right of
self-determination. I do not think that a change in Britfish

policy towards the PLO, in the absence of any clear step

forward by them, at least a conditional move, will help

to bring this about. Our position on contacts with the FQO,

which is wholly consistent with the Venice Dec¢laration,
aims to underline our conviction that PLO acceptance in

principle of Israel's right to exist in peace and security.
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if Israel is prepared to accept legitimate Palestinian
rights, is a necessary step if there are to be realistic
negotiations on the future of the Palestinians. We believe
that it is vital for both sides to take advantage of the
present opportunities for making progress towards
negotiations; and inevitably this will mean both sides
having to compromise on their maximum demands.

I am saddened that this misunderstanding should have
arisen, for I believe there is a broad area of agreement
between us on many other aspects of the Palestinian

problem. I hope a way can be found, consistent with the

(u.oéalm
principles and policies of ourselves and the Arabit- or

the Arab League Delegation to come to London and dpr el *‘
W gl O abaiinp Wem o L
appropriately—received. I should like to assure you
in any event that we shall continue to play an active
a part as we can in the search for a just and lasting
peace. We have for example been pressing the Americans
hard on the urgent need forIsrael to implement the
settlements freeze proposed by President Reagan. It goes
without saying that I attach the greatest possible

importance to having the views of Your Majesty on this

and other matters of such concern to both our countries.




