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ARAB LEAGUE DELEGATION TO LONDON

1. I SPENT YESTERDAY IN RIYADH AND WwAS ASSAILED ON ALL SIDES ON
THIS SUBJECT. THERE IS NO DOUBT OF THE UNANIMITY OF SAUD| ?EEES.

| HAVE SEEN NOTHING LIKE IT SINCE THE AFFAIR OF THE TV FILM IN
1980C.

2. ON THE OTHER HAND NOBODY MENTIONED THE POSSIEBILITY OF COMMERC 1AL
MEASURES AGAINST US. YOU WILL HAVE SEEN THE STATEMENT BY THE

SAUD| MINISTER OF INFORMATION ON THIS SUBJECT BUT THIS WAS MADE |N
REPLY TO A QUESTION BY A REUTER'S CORRESPONDENT. THIS ASPECT OF
THE AFFAIR SEEMS TQ BE ENTIRELY THE CREATION OF THE PRESS WHICH IS
TRY ING TO MANUFACTURE A STORY. THE EGREGIOUS JOHN DICKIE OF THE
DAILY MAIL APPEARS TO BE THE MAIN CULPRIT. THERE IS A DANGEP THAT
THE SAUDIS MAY BE DRIVEN BY THE PUBLICITY INTO CONSIDERING ACTION
WHICH THEY HAVE KO DESIRE TO TAKE., THOUGH | REALISE HOw DIFFICULT
IT IS TGO CRUSH A STORY ONCE IT IS RUNNING, | HOPE THAT ANY COMMENTS
MADE BY NEWS DEPARTMENT WILL BE FIR!N AND DISMISSIVE.,

3. | HOPE | DO NOT NEED TO ADD THAT DESPITE DICKIE'S REFERENCE TO
TELEGRAMS FROM ME (DAILY MAIL, DECEMZEK 6) , THIS EMBASSY HAS

CIVEW NO INFORMATION AND MADE NO COMMEKTS WHICH WOULD JUSTIFY HIS
STORY.,
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