10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 21 December 1982

Offer of Help from the Sultan of Oman over
the Arab League Visit

Thank you for your letter of 17 December. The
Prime Minister has noted the view of the Foreign and
Commonwealth Secretary that we should politely
decline the offer of the Sultan to help over the Arab
League visit, on the grounds suggested in your letter.
Mrs. Thatcher is content that action should be taken
accordingly.

The Prime Minister has however enquired whether
there is any further action we can take to protect
our commercial position in the Middle East, which
was the subject of your letter of 16 December about
the impact on British trade of the difficulties in
connection with the Arab League Delegation. You will
no doubt let me know if you have further advice to
offer.

I am copying this letter to John Rhodes (Department
of Trade) and Richard Mottram (Ministry of Defence).

John Holmes Esq
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
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17 December 1982

Desr Jhaw,

Offer of help from Sultan of Oman
over Arab League Visit

You asked for advice on the report in Muscat
telegram number 341 (copy enclosed) that Sultan Qaboos
of Oman has offered to help us with King Hassan over the
Arab League visit.

Sultan Qaboos is a good friend of Britain, and
Mr Pym considers that he is genuinely anxious to help
repair Anglo/Arab relations if he can. But following
Lord Chalfont's visit to Morocco, we have succeeded in
calming the King's anger and we are now working with the
Moroccans on the reinstatement of the visit. We are not
however yet ready to put forward proposals for dealing with
the difficult problem of Palestinian representation. At
this delicate stage, Mr Pym considers an intervention from
Sultan Qaboos would be unlikely to help in finding a
solution. There is no need for an atmospheric message,
and as yet nothing concrete that he could put forward.
It is also possible that the King might take offence if he
thought that we had put the Sultan (who did not attend
the Fez summit, and has rather distanced himself from the
process) up to exercising pressure on our behalf. For
these reasons, Mr Pym feels that we should politely
decline the Sultan's offer, on the grounds that the
initial misunderstandings have now been cleared up, and
that we are pursuing with the Moroccans the substantive
questions which remain,
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Private Secretary

A J Coles Esqg
10 Downing Street
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ARAB LEAGUE DELEGATION TQ LONDON

1. YUSUF ALAWI, MINISTER OF STATE FOR FOREIGH AFFAIRS, TOLD
ME THIS MORNING THAT THE SULTAN IS CONCERNED ABOUT THIS
_EELE « QABOOS WONDERS WHETHER THERE 1S ANYTHING HA CAN DO
———————
TO HELP: EG wOBLD YOU LIKE HIM TO WRITE TO THE KING OF MOROCCO ‘)zpo
2
AND IF S0 IN WHAT STERMS? YOU MAY WISH TO CONSIDER THIS SU ’LJﬂvVLu“
SUGGESTION BEFORE ALAW! CALLS AT THE FCO ON 16 AND 17 dnﬂa
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Almajalla 11-17/12/82

The Arab-British crisis: London suggested, then withdrew its suggestion
to receive Kaddumi with the Fez delegation.

Initially it was a British suggestion tthFarouk Kaddumi, Head of the
Political Department of the PLO, will be included in the seven members
delegation to visit London following the Fez Arab summit conference.

The suggestion was forwarded by Mr Jeremy Greenstock, @ Assistant
Director, Middle East Department in the Foreign Office to Nabil Ramlawi,
Director of the PLO office in London on 20/9/82 on one of Ramlawi's
routine visits to the Foreign Office.

Ramlawi inquired on the future of PLO-Britain's relationgfollowing the
Fez meeting. Grenstock did not have ready answers and asked for time.
When Ramlawi wanted to leave Greenstock accompanied him and promised him
that if Kaddumi will come with the Arab League delegation the Foreign
Secretary will meet him with the delegation.

Ramlawi told Greenstock that this suggestion is not attractive enough as
Kaddumi met already a British Minister. What will be attractive indeed
if following Pym's meeting with that delegation he will meet Kaddumi
separately.

Greenstock responded that he will pass this request to his superiors.
On the same evening Greenstock called Ramlawi and said that it is not
possible.

On the following day Ramlawi flew to Tunis to inform the PLO leadership
of the British suggestion. A month later Kaddumi was informed by Mr
Oliver Miles, Director, Middle East Department, Foreign Office, that
Britain will not receive Kaddumi.
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