Private Secretary to Secretary of State ML

for the Environment
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Tom King, Secretzry of State for the Environmer
water viorkers to = ack to work in order

effects ih 1 2 . 5 ion of their st

"I very much hope that the water workers will accepi
the offer that has been made. This offer is based on
the mediator's recommendztion and arrived aftter the

-

most intensive di 8i00. « 1% represents immediate
increzse of 7.8% or £10 on present ave

£136 per wEEET-Z% a time when the rate of 1nf7au10“ is
~Govm to 5.4% and when so many of their custoners mey
only get very smell increasses. Furthermore, that
increase would be backdated to 5 December.

I believe that the offer that has been made is one ihat
should be accepted. I certzinly believe that in the

light of this level of offer, which people will conside:
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to be fair, there can be no justification for. continuing

the disruption and distress which is being experienced
in some areszs.

Despite the difficulties, the water authorities are
succeeding in keeping supplies going almost everywiere
and in limiting the conseguence of burst pipes and
failure of treatment. Nevertheless, the continuinz
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distress and inconvenience wanich these fzilures ca2n-

ﬁ h 2 %
cause to industry, to the public at large, in

the old and the sick, must quickly be broughi

Press Enqgui
Nig ﬂ‘t Ca_.l

weekc and




Announcer:

r

CODE 1677




