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1, N THE (MMEDVATE AFTERMATH OF THEH®R WITHDRAWAL TO THE AWALd:,
THE ('SRAELIS WERE (NCLIUNED TO TAKE THE V:EW THAT THEY COULD NOW
OBSERVE EVENTS NORTH OF THE/IR DEFENSIVE LMINE WiITH SOME
DETACHMENT. BUT THE/NR CONCERN HAS GROWN WITH THE «INCREASING
EVILDENCE OF SYRLAN AND PALESTINAN sINVOLVEMENT N SUPPORT OF THE
DRUZE. (IN RESPONSE, THE :«DF S NOW MAKING LJIMNTED PATROLS

NORTH OF THE AWALH® RIVER.

2, THE #SRAELMS ARE PARTACULARLY WORRIED AT THE POSSHBLE RETURN OF
PLO AND SYRAN FORCES TO THE AREAS VACATED BY THE uDF, AND PERHAPS
EVEN TO BE/IRUT, ON THE BACKS OF THE DRUZE AND SHIA MIL{T#AS., SUCH
A RETURN WOULD BE VERY EMBARRASSING TO AN :I'SRAELH GOVERNMENT WHICH
FOUGHT SO HARD TO ACHIEVE THEIR REMOVAL. BUT DESPLTE EARLMER
STATEMENTS THAT A RETURN WOULD MEET A F:RM RESPONSE, THE ASRAELIS
ARE ANXI8US TO AVOID BECOMING 'INVOLVED AGAUN MN THE FUGHTANG NORTH
OF THE AwWAL'{:Ww (THEY ARE ALSO :iNHABATED BY THE NEED TO PRESERVE

THE SUPPORT OF THEHR OWN DRUZE POPULATION). N SEVERAL PUBLIC
STATEMENTS, THE «SRAELIS HAVE STRESSED THAT THEY HAVE NOT SET ANY
*TRED L'MNES'' N THE CHOUF, AND <7 MAY BE SUGNIFICANT THAT, WHILE
CLAIMING TO HAVE RECEMVED DRUZE ASSURANCES THAT THE. PLO wWiLL BE KEPT
OUT OF THE CHOUF, THERE %€ NOW TALK HERE OF A "'WORST CASE'!
WHEREBY THE DF WOULD BE ONCE AGAdAN <« DMKRECT CONFRONTATHON WAITH
THE PLO BUT THE SECURITY OF NORTHERN ‘I'SRAEL WOULD BE PRESERVED BY
THE SOUTHERN LEBANON BUFFER. ALTHOUGH T /S STRESSED THAT THS
SCENARO HAS YET TO BE REACHED, 4SRAELd POLILY S LOOKANG MORE

AND MORE LAKE A DAMAGE-LIMITATION EXERCISE.

3. THE PRESENT FIGHTANG willL HAVE DONE NOTHING TO ENCOURAGE THE
I'SRAEL!IS TO MAKE FURTHER WITHDRAWALS. W HIS MORE FLEX:BLE

RECENT STATEMENTS, ARENS L INKED SUCH MOVES NOT wiTH SYRLAN WITHDRAWAL
BUT WITH THE ABILATY OF THE LEBANESE ARMY TO PREVENT HOSTILE FORCES
FROM ENTERING THE VACATED AREAS. THE VIEw HERE S THAT THE LAF HAVE
YET TO PROVE THEMR ABILYTY, QUITE APART FROM NOT BEING LEFT TO FaLL

ANY VACATED AREA BY THEMSELVES.
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