CORFIDENTIAL X "

GR 310 To adlkE ,L_“ artile M__.a:—ee.n\.
CONF RDENTIIAL -
¢ - T - “wd ,

FM DAMASCUS 131040 SEP 83 o R | o
TC *WMMEDATE FCO A - /,.

" - r - [ 1 {1.
TELNO 252 OF 13 SEPTEMBER _
ANFO IIMMED.WATE WASHINGTON, BEIRUT, MODUK (DI%4B), BRITFORLEE.
'WNFO PRIORITY UKMIS NEWYORK, PARIS, ROME, JEDDA, CAMRO, AMMAN,'
TEL AVIW.

LEBANON: SYR:MAN COMMENT ON BRITISH ANVOLVEMENT

—

1. THE SYRIAN NEWSPAPER THSHREEN, N A FRONT PAGE NEWS ARTICLE
ON 13 SEPTEMBER, DISCUSSED THE BRATISH 'NVOLVEMENT N LEBANON.
THE ARTACLE TALKED OF EXTENSIWE ANGLO/AMER(ICAN CO—ORDINAT!ION,
CHTING THE VIESIHT BY THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE TO WASHINGTON AND
MR LUCE'S TO BEMRUT v}u\'-l-DENCE. THE LATTER 8 SEEN BY TWSHREEN
AS "PERHM’_S-'-'_.-BE'I-NG DESKGNED N ORDER ''TO GWE THE BRITHSH
CONTAUNGENT OF THE MNF (MNSTRUCTAONS TO SUPPORT THE KATAEB ARMY
4N TS CRMMBNAL WAR AGAMNST THE LEBANESE NATHONAL FORCES''.

2. THE ARTICLE GOES ON TO REPORT THAT UNNAMED OBSERVERS N
BE'WRUT "'DO NOT RULE OUT FURTHER BR{THSH INTERVENTAON AND
{(WINCREAS' NG EMBROILMENT 44 THE BLOODY EVENTS #iN LEBANON'', THE
OVEF!EIF.-—}-:'BHT OF THE BUCCANEERS WAS '"iN ORDER TO RECONNOWTRE
NAT-HONALAST POSHTIONS N THE MOUNTA4N AND THE CHOUF AND TO PASS
THE \INFORMATION TO THE KATAEB ARMY'',
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3. N SYR:IAN PARLANCE, THE ''KATAEB ARMY'' #MPLAES THE LEBANESE
ARMED FORCES, RATHER THAN THE KATAEB MHMT'HA. BUT WHATEVER THE
EFFECTS 4N BEWRUT, THE DEMONSTRATHON BY THE BUCCANEERS HAS

RAVSED THE PROFILE OF BRAITISH INVOLVEMENT 6N LEBANON 8N SYRAN

EYES. THE ARTICLE WAS PROBABLY OFF:CHALLY HNSPIHRED AND COULD

WELL REFLECT A MOVE TOWARDS AN OFFHCBAL SYRAN MNTERPRETATHON

THAT THE BRITHSH CONTINGENT N THE MNF SHOULD NOW BE /CONSIDERED
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CONSHDERED N THE SAME WAY AS THE AMERICAN CONT:FNGENT. A S:PGNAL
THAT THIS PO:JINT HAD BEEN REACHED WOULD BE A DMRECT FDENTHRICATIION
WITH THE PHALANGE AND '{SRAEL. ‘N SUCH A CASE, WHICH MUGHT RESULT
FROM FURTHER DEMONSTR&TﬂONS, fF WOULD NOT EXCLUDE SYRiAN
ACQUFESCENCE EYTHER ‘N SHELLJNG OF BR:FTASH POSITIONS. BY THE
OPPOSITHON FORCES OR EVEN «N DIRECT ATTACK.

4. ALREADY MUCH PROMINENCE S BE'MNG GIMEN TO STATEMENTS BY NSF
SPOKESMEN SUGGESTANG THAT THE MNF HAS OUTLHWED 4TS WELCOME,

CCN: PARA 3 LAUNE 12 FURST WORD ACQUIESCENCE
MARSHALL
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