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YOUR TELRO 1497: LEBANON/MNF
1. LEBAHON AND THE MULTI-NATIONAL FORCE WERE DISCUSSED AT LENGTH
BY MR HESELTINE AND MR WEINBERGER THIS MORNING. WE INBERGER SEEMED
TO TAKE A PESSIMISTIC VIEW OF THE PROSPECTS (N LEBANON OVERALL.
BUT HE SAID IN TERMS:z "*IN NO CIRCUMSTANCES wOULD THE US GET
ITSELF INTO A POSITION WHERE US FORCES AND THE LEBANESE ARMY WOULD
BE LINED UP AGAINST SYRIA AND THE PLO'', MR HESELTINE TOOK NOTE,
BUT DREW ATTENTION TO THE RISK THAT THE MULTI-NATIONAL FORCE

COULD END UP STAYING 1N LEBANON WITHOUT ANY CLEAR |DEA OF WHAT IT
WAS SUPPOSED TO DO.

——

2. WEINBERGER AND HIS OFFICIALS SEEMED TO THINK THE POSITION
ON THE GROUND MARGINALLY BETTER THAN IT HAD BEEN, AND THAT THE




S HBERGER AN HTS—OFF TCHALS—SEEMED-FO- TR MK THE POSTTHON
OH~THE CROUNT PARGHIALLY BETTER FHANTT—HAD SEENS—ANDFHAT THE

LEBANESE ARMY WAS ACQUITTING ITSELF WELL. THEY SHOWED UNCERTAINTY,
HOWEVER, ABOUT THE PROSPECTS FOR THE GEMAYEL GOVERNMENT AND FOR .'
ANY PROCESS OF POLITICAL RECONCILIATION.

3¢ MR HESELTINE'S MEETING TOMORROW WITH SHULTZ WILL AFFORD AN
OPPCRTUNITY FOR A FULLER DISCUSSION OF THE POINTS IN YOUR TUR,

4, SEE MIFT.
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