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MY TELNO 26443 LEBANON: WAR POWERS ACT

1. THE ADMINISTRATION HAVE NOW REACHED AGREEMENT WITH

CONGRESS |ONAL LEADERS ON THE TERMS OF A RESOLUTION WHICH 1S
BEING INTRODUCED IN THE SENATE BY SENATOR BAKER, THE MAJORITY
LEADER, AND IN THE HOUSE BY CONGRESSMAN ZABLOCK I .

2. THE RESOLUTION FINDS THAT ARTICLE & (A) (1) OF THE WAR
POWERS ACT APPLIES TO THE PRESENT SITUATION IN LEBANON AND
THAT CONGRESSIONAL AUTHORISATION UNDER ARTICLE 5 (B) OF THE
MARINES* CONTINUED DEPLOYMENT 1S THEREFORE REQUIRED. THE
RESOLUTION AUTHORISES SUCH DEPLOYMENT FOR 18 MONTHS FROM THE
DATE OF (TS ENACTMENT. THE AUTHORISATIGH (S LIMITED TO A
CONTINUATION OF THE EXISTING ROLE OF THE US CONTINGENT IN THE
MNF AS DEFINED IN THE EXCHANGE OF LETTERS BETWEEN THE SECRETARY
OF STATE AND THE LEBANESE FOREIGN MINISTER AND AS LIMITED

3Y THE LEBANESE EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE ACT wHICH REQUIRES A
SIGNIF ICANT EXPANSION IN THE SIZE OR ROLE OF THE US CONTINGENT
TO HAVE CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL. THE RESCLUTION REAFFIRMS THE
POLICY OBJECTIVES OF RESTORING LEBANESE SOVEREIGNTY OVER

ALL THE TERRITORY OF LEBANON AND SECURING THE WITHDRAWAL FROM
LEBANON OF ALL FOREIGN FORCES.

3. IT 1S APPARENTLY UNDERSTCOD SETWEEN THOSE WHO HAVE BEEWN
NEGOTIATING THIS AGREEMENT THAT THE ADMINISTRATION wiLL |F
NECESSARY MAINTAIN AFTER THE 128 MONTHS HAVE ELAPSED THAT
THE PRESIDENT HAS POWER TO CONTIMUE TO DEPLY US FORCES IN

ANOM |NDEPENDENTLY OF THIS CONGRESSIONAL AUTHORISATIOM.

HAKE THIS CLEAR WHEN HE S |IGNS

RESOLUTI U RESENTS An ATTEMPT TO BUY TIME
AT THE EXPEMNSE ! HE CONSTITUTIGNAL POSITION
UNRESOLVED.
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L. REPUBLICAN STAFFERS EXPECT THE RESOLUTION TO BE PASSED

S5Y BOTH HOUSES BY THE MIDDLE OF NEXT WEEK THOUGH THERE
rs_:,rn.L A POSSIBILITY THAT DEMOCRATS IN THE SENATE..‘NILL
SEEK TO DELAY OR AMEND |T.
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