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INTERNATIONAL DESIGN FESTIVAL, OSAKA 1983
SPECIAL AWARD TO THE PRIME MINIQTER. ~

As agreed, I attended the ceremony on ﬁ October in
Osaka at which the Festival awards were made and duly received
the Prime Minister's honorary award on her behalf. The award,
which was similar to that given to the British company Pentagram,
consisted of a lacquered tray on which the Prime.Minister's
contribution to the promotion of design is recorded and a strange
looking object which seemed to consist of some steel rods put
together in modernistic sculptural form with a plague inscribed
with the Prime Minister's name. I am having these forwarded
separately. I duly made a brief speech in Japanese in which I

delivered the Prime Minister's message.

2 The ceremonies, which lasted over three hours, were badly
organised, long and boring. I am very glad that my recommendation
against anyone attending from London was accepted. I was Sorry

for The Crown Prince and Princess, who had to view the proceedings.

;;Za%uﬁxg

Hugh'Cortazzi

Copy:

Far Eastern Department
Foreign & Commonwealth Office
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British Embassy
No 1 Ichiban-Cho Chiyoda-ku Tokyo

Telex J22755 (A/B PRODROME)
Telephone 265-5511

Your reference

Our reference

Date
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Thank

you for your letter of

11 October,
We are most grateful to
the Prime Minister on this
gratitude is increased by
the ceremonies,.

you for representing
OCcasion. OQur

your description of

His Lxcellency Sir

Hugh Cortazzi, KCMG,




*®

10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 19 September 1983

JAPAN DESIGN FOUNDATION

Thank you for your letter to John Coles of 13. September.
The Prime Minister has agreed the draft message of aceeptance
to this foundation to be incorporated into Sir Hugh Cortazzi's

speech subject to two small amendments: -

(a) delete the words ' should like to" in the first line;

and
delete the word "today" in the third line of the third

paragraph.

J.E. Holmes, Esq.,

Foreign and Commonwealth Office




Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

13 September 1983
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Japan Design Foundation

= S U’{. L

Your letter of 25 July reported the Prime Minister's
agreement that Sir Hugh Cortazzi should accept, on her
behalf, the medal which the Japan Design Foundation wish
to award her on 7 October.

I attach a short draft message of acceptance from the
Prime Minister to the Japan Design Foundation to be
incorporated into Sir H Cortazzi's speech of thanks on
behalf of the Prime Minister.
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(J E Holnles)
Private Secretary

A J Coles Esqg
10 Downing Street
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INTERNATIONAL DESIGN FESTIVAL, JAPAN

Message of Acceptance from Prime Minister, for use by Sir

H Cortazzi, 7 October

I shewtd—Fike—bHe- thank the Japan Design Foundation for
honouring me with a special award from the International
Design Festival to be held in Osaka later this month. I
much regret that I am unable to be in Osaka at this time to
receive it in person as I have many pleasant memories of my

visit to Japan last year.

I am convinced that product design should be brought to the
forefront of industrial development. Design provides the means
to achieve the efficient and competitive manufacturing
industry on which our two countries depend. It therefore
gives me great pleasure to receive this award from the first
international design competition to be held in Japan and I

am doubly pleased that a British company, Pentagram, is also

to receive an award today.

By holding this festival, the Japan Design Foundation has

highlighted the undeniable and increasing importance of

product design in industry %ede¥ and I am sure this message
will be carried through to the coming Tsukuba Exhibition in

1985 in which the UK hopes to participate actively.

I offer my sincere best wishes to the Japan Design Foundation
for a successful festival and also to the City of Osaka which

now begins the celebrations of its 400th anniversary.




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 25 July 1983

JAPAN DESIGN FOUNDATION

Thank you for your letter of 22 July.
The Prime Minister agrees that Sir Hugh
Cortazzi should, at the ceremony on 7 October,
accept on the Prime Minister's behalf the
medal which the Japan Design Foundation wish
to award to her.

I am copying this letter to Jonathan
Spencer (Department of Trade and Industry).

Roger Bone, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office




COVERING CONFIDENTIAL
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office
ry o Pl g :
London SWI1A 2AH

22 July 1983

You may have seen an advance copy of Tokyo telegram
number 385, which reports the intention of"the Japan Design
Foundation tq award a medal to the Prime MinisteF at anm
International Design Festival ceremony on 7 Octgber as part
of the celebrations fTor the 400th anniversarv of Osaka City.

I enclose a further copy of that telegram for convenience.
(Those parts of the telegram which concern Mr Parkinson's
possible visit to Japan are being dealt with by the Department
of Trade and Industry.)

We know no more of the organisation concerned beyond
what is contalned in paragraph 2 of the telegram. However
it is clear that it has offIicial sponsorship at the highest
level and that the proposed award is a personal compliment to
Mrs Thatcher.

The Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary supports
Sir H Cortazzi's recommendation that he be authorised to
accept the award at the ceremony on 7 October on behalf
of the Prime Minister. I should be grateful to know whether
the Prime Minister has any objections. If she agrees, it
would be appropriate to_send a message of acceptance. We
will suggest a draft message nearer the tTime-

I am sending a copy of this letter to Jonathan Spencer
at the DTI.

A S— e
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(R B Bone) o

Private Secretary

A J Coles Esq
10 Downing St

COVERING CONFIDENTIAL
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