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Translation

Tokyo, October 21, 1983

Dear Prime Minister,

As you may recall, at the ninth Summit Meeting of
Industrialized Nations held last May in Williamsburg,
Virginia, I touched upon some questions arisig from the
recent progress made in life sciences, including
recombinant DNA research, and proposed a conference of
distinguished authorities from various nations with
wide-ranging and profound wisdom and insight towards our
future as well as specific knowledge in the field of life
sciences to discuss these questions.

Fortunately, this suggestion received general
support. Upon my return to Japan, I have given further
careful thought to this matter in consultation with
well-informed people from various circles in Japan,
including scholars in natural science, social science, and
philosophy.

I would like to propose that a conference on life
sciences and mankind (hereinafter referred to as "the

Conference

The Right Honourable
Margaret Thatcher
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland




Conference"), as outlined in the attachment, be held from
March 19 to 22, 1984, in Hakone, a resort town near Tokyo.
It is expected that three persons from each member
country of the Summit will attend the Conference, and I
should be very grateful if you would be good enough to
recommend three outstanding authorities (for example, one
from among natural scientists with a deep knowledge in

the field of life sciences and two from among social

scientists, philosophers, religious leaders, etc.), who

are regarded as well-qualified as participants from your
country.

By its nature, it will not be appropriate that the
Conference be an inter-governmental meeting and thus it
will be held under the auspices of the Japan Foundation
and not the Government of Japan. Accordingly, the
invitation will be sent directly to each participant by
the Japan Foundation, and the participants will be
expected to attend in their private capacities and express
their views freely.

It is my earnest hope that the Conference will
provide us with many wvaluable suggestions and insights on
problems commonly shared by all mankind, such as how life
sciences ought to be conducted in future and how human
society could benefit as a result of progress in life

sciences




sciences. I believe that the Conference would provide a

good foundation upon which to explore ways and means of
arranging future international cooperation in this field.

With my best regards,

Yours sincerely,

Yasuhiro Nakasone
Prime Minister of Japan
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Translation

Attachment

Conference
on Life Sciences and Mankind

i = Background and Objectives

Life sciences, which have been making marked progress
in recent years, are expected to contribute to the
improvement of the welfare of mankind on a long-term
basis. On the other hand, they are now posing serious
questions concerning the life and dignity of human beings
which are the highest values in human society.

The progress so far achieved in life sciences has
brought about a large measure of benefit to the welfare
and well-being of mankind through improvements in the
natural environment, better foods and increased food

production, advances in medical techniques, etc., amid the

rapid development of science and technology in general.

However, the recent progress made in the field of
biology has come to involve technology that can manipulate
DNA, cell, and embryo as a result of the convergence of
science and technology. Since these techniques are
progressing very rapidly and have a direct concern with
life itself, they are likely to be utilized, if not
controlled with adequate insight and foresight, by human
beings for the careless manipulation of their own lives,

and




and this could produce unpredictable effects upon society
and human existence.

Research in life sciences has been conducted under
the guidelines established by respective countries. 1In
the light of the fact that the wide-ranging technological
application of life sciences is steadily expanding, we

consider that the above-mentioned questions posed by the

progress in life sciences should not be left only in the

hands of individual specialists or individual nations,
but should be tackled as global questions common to all
mank ind.

We believe, therefore, that it is a matter of
urgent necessity to secure international cooperation and
mutual understanding, through discussions based on high
intelligence and human concerns transcending national
boundaries, with regard to the questions concerning the
existence and dignity of human beings.

With this recognition, we of Japan, a country located
at the intersection of Oriental and Occidental cultures
and with the desire to contribute to the respect for human
life and the international development of science, propose
to hold frank discussions on various problems arising from
the progress of life sciences by inviting to Japan authori-
ties in the fields of science, philosophy, religion, etc.,
from the member countries of the Summit, and by so doing

marshalling their collective wisdom.




Al Themes of the Conference

It is suggested that the following items be on the
agenda for discussion.
Theme: Life sciences and human dignity
Sub-themes:
1) Current and future states of life sciences
Present state and outlook for the future of
life sciences in terms of natural science and
technology
2) Meaning of life sciences to society
Matters concerning the impact of life
sciences on society and society's response,
industrialization, circulation of information,
and preservation of privacy
3) Meaning of life sciences to individual persons
Matters concerning human dignity and human
life and death, and philosophical, ethical and
religious aspects
4) Formation of social consensus concerning
the research of life sciences, and international
cooperation on the promotion and control of the

research of life sciences
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