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1. AT THE AIRPORT IMMEDITAELY BEFORE Mp LUCE'S DEPARTURE, THE SYRIAN
KINISTER OF STATE SAID THAT THE MDST WORRY{NG ASPECT OF THE

AMERICAN STRIKES ON SYRIAN POSITIONS ON & DECEMBER WAS THE

AMER ICANS® JUSTIFICATION FOR THEM. CALAIMING THAT THEIP ACTION

WAS IN SELF-DEFENCE IMPLIED THAT THE AMERICAN CRITER|A FOR
EXERCISING THIS RIGHT WAS NOW THE SAME AS THE ISRAELIS'S

2. AT A PRESS CONFERENCE MR LUCE WAS ASKED RY THE SYRIAN NEWSAGENCY
CORRESPONDENT WHAT THE BRITISH STANCE wAS TOVARDS THE AMER{ICAN
ATTACKS. MR LUCE REPLIED THAT THE OVERRIDING NEED N LEBANON

WAS FOR EVERYONE TO EXERC|SE THE MAXIMUM RESTRAINT IN ORDER TO
BREAK THE SPIRAL OF VIOLENCE SEM{ CLN THE RECOMVENING OF THE

GENEVA CONFEREWCE wWOULD BE A WELCOME AND MUCH MEEDED STEP TO

REDUCE TENSION AND TO SOLIDIFY THE CURRENT VERY FRAGILE CEASEFIRE.

3« IN SUBSEQUENT COMVERSATION SHAPA' QUESTIONED MR LUCE ABOUT

THE FCO SPOKESMAN'S STATEMENT N ATHENS ABOUT THE RIGHT OF

MNF CONTRIBUTORS TO ACT IN SELF DEFEMCE. HE THOUGHT THIS AMOUNTED
TO JUSTIFICATION OF THE AMER{CAN ACTION, MP LUCE REPLIED THAT THE
COMMENT SHOULD BE SEEN (N A BROADEP CONTEXT,
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