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TO UMMEDEATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 1395 OF 5 DEC

HMNFO UMMEDPATE ATHENS (DESKBY 051515Z) (FOR S OF S'S PARTY)
UKDEL NATO, WASHUNGTON,

HNFO PRAORITY DAMASCUS, BEARUT, AMMAK, TUumdS, TEL Awiv, CAIRO,
JEDDA
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MIPT (NOT TO ALL): SOVWET PRESS CONFERENCE: MIDDLE EAST

1. AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE ON #NF ON 5 DECEMBER ZAMYATHW

(HEAD OF THE WNTERNATHONAL #WNFORMATHON DEPARTMENT OF THE
CPSU CENTRAL COMMHKTTEE) WAS ALSO ASKED ABOUT RECENT EVENTS W
LEBANON, HE DESCREBED THE AMERJCAN ATTACKS ON SYRIAN POSHTHONS
AS A ''BANDET ACT'' AMED AT WEDEWMING US/HSRAELSH ANTERVENTHON.
N A LENGTHY, WNTEMPERATE REPLY HE SAUD THAT THE SOVAET UNTON
CONDEMNED THESE ATTACKS. ‘''ALL NECESSARY STEPS'' BY THE ARABS
WOULD BE TAKEN T''WITH SOVIHET SUPPORYT AND SYMPATHY,''
THE SOVIEET UNGON WOULD GIVE ASSHSTANCE AND AlD (''SODEWSTVIRYE sk
POMOSHCH'*) TO THOSE FUGHTHNG AGAINST (US AND HSRAEL#!) AGGRESSTON,

2. OTHERWISE THERE HWAS SO FAR BEEN LATTLE DIRECT COMMENT ¢ THE

SOVHET PRESS ON THE WEEKEND'S EVENTS WHICHHAVE, HOWEVER, BEEN
wIDELY REPORTED. THE US AMR STRUKE AND SHELLMNG BY WARSHIPS
POSITHONED OFF THE LEBANESE COAST HAVE BEEN LIGNKED WTH HSRAELWR
AR STRAKES ¥N CENTRAL LEBANON AND PRESENTED AS THE RESULT OF
AGREEMEKTS, MADE DURIMNG SHAMIR'S WASHINGTON WISHT, TO COORDHNATE
MORE CLOSELY MAILIMTARY ACTHOR BETWEEN sSRAEL AND THE US.

SUTHERLAND




