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1. RECENT BRITISH MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS HAVE GIVEN THE
IMPRESSION THAT SYRIA FAVOURS THE PRESENCE OF OUR MNF CONTINGENT
IN BEIPUT. GUIDANCE TELNO 162 HAS NOW ENSHRINED THIS DOCTRINE
IN SAYING (PARA &) THAT 1s4ALL THE MAIN PARTIES (N LEBANON AND
MANY ARAB GOVERNMENTS INCLUDING SYRIA, HAVE RECENTLY CONF IRMED
THAT THEY WELCOME OUYSCONTINUING PRESENCE IN THE MNF'',

2. W|TH RESPECT, | DO NOT THINK THAT THIS IS STRICTLY TRUE. IT
COMPOUNDS THE RECENT MISUNDERSTANDING OF ANDREOTT{ ON A SIMILAR
POINT. WHAT THE SYPRIANS HAVE TOLD US (AND REPEATED TO MR LUCE ON

4L DECEMBER) 1S THAT THEY RECOGNISE THE NEUTRALITY OF OUR CONT INGENT
AND WELCOME THE FACT THAT |T HAS NOT BECOME INVOLVED (N THE
INTERNEC INE QUARRELS OF THE LEBANESE FACTIONS. THIS IS VERY
DIFFERENT FROM SAYING THAT THEY WELCOME OUR CONTINGENT'S PRESENCE
PER SE (LAST TWO WORDS UNDERL INED). INDEED KHADDAM MADE CLEAR THAT
WITHDRAWAL OF THE MNF AS A WHOLE WAS NOw A PRECONDITION OF SYRIAN

v ITHDRAWAL .

3. NO DOUBT IT SUITS US TO PLAY UP THE DEGREE OF.SYﬁth UNDER=-
STANDING OR OUR MNF ROLE., BUT IT WOULD BE WRONG TO DECEIVE
OQURSELVES ABOUT THE EXTENT OF THAT UNDERSTANDING.
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