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BRIEFING DICTATED OVER THE TELEPHONE FROM NICK EVANS MOD FOR

DAVID BARCLAY

Lebanon Cease-fire Discussions

Ad hoc talks have been underway in Damascus over the
past week or so on means of consolidating the cease-fire.
Most of the major factions in the Lebanon have been repre-
sented, The level and frequency of the meetings has varied:

a major discrete session was held on 9 December. We have

no knowledge of any further sessions being planned for today

or tomorrow,

Meetings of the Cease-fire Committee in Beirut have
not been held since 2 December, largely because of a dispute

over hostages, It is hoped that the Committee will start meeting

again shortly,

Line to take:

Cease-fire talks have been held both in Beirut (where
the British contingent has provided guards) and in Damascus,
involving all main factions, Welcome any move to consolidate

the cease-fire and reduce tension,
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