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PRES!DERT REAGAN'S PRESS COMFERENCE, 28 DECEMBER

1. AFTER A BRIEF OPENING STATEMENT ON THE ECONOMY PRESIDENT
REAGAN WAS CLOSELY QUESTIONED ABOUT HiS MIDDLE EAST POLICY.
2ot

2. HE SAID THAT STRATEGIC COOPERATION WITH ISRAEL WOULD NOT
JEOPERDISE THE U S ROLE AS PEACEKEEPER. T WAS WOTHING MORE THAN

A REAFFIRMATION OF THE RELATIONSHIP DATING FROM 1943. HE
EMPHASISED TO SHAMIR THAT HE WOULD GO FURWARD WITH RELATIONS WITH
THE MODERATE ARABS N ORDER TO ACT AS A CATALYST IN BRINGING PEACE
TO THE MIDDLE EAST. i

3« THE MIDDLE EAST WAS A TINDERBOX, OF IMPORTANCE TQ THE FREE

ORLD, WHERE AN_UNWANTED WAR COULD START. THE U S WAS DEVERMINED

TO TRY TO BRING ABQUT PEACE. PROGRESS HAD BEEN MADE wiTH THE MUDERATE
ARABS: SOME HAD ABANDONED THEIR REFUSAL TO LET ISRAEL EXIST. SADAT =
GOD REST HIS SOUL = HAD BROKEN THE MOULD. THE GOAL WAS NOW TO FIND
MORE LEADERS AND GUYERNMENTS TO QUOTE BECOME EGYPTS UNQUOTE.

.

L, ASKEL ABOQUT THE_EFFECT OF MARINES DYING IN LEBANON CN U §
PUBLIC OPINION, THE PRESIDENT SAID HE UNDERSTOOD PUBLIC CONCERN
WHICH HAD BEEN SWAYED BY ATTACKS, SOME POLITICALLY = HOTIVATED,
ON THE MARINES PRESENCE. WE LAUNCED INTO A SOMEWHAT D1SJGINTED
AND SELECTIVE AGCOUNT OF RECENT HISTORY. S

——




5« THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT HAD COME UNGLUED SEVERAL YEARS AGO.
MORE THAN 1 MILLION PALESTINIAN REFUGEES WHO HAD BEEN IN
LEBANON FOR DECADES HAD SET UP THEIR OWN MILITIA - THE PLO
AILITARY AND TERRORIST GROUP = wHO HAD NOT ONLY CAUSED TROUBLE

T LEBANON BUT AAD CROSSED INTO NORTHERM ISRAEL AND PREYED ON
CIVILIANS THERE. FINALLY THE !SRAELIS HAD CROSSED INTO LEBANGN.
THEIR FIRST GOAL HAD BEEN TO PUSH THE PLO BACK 25 MILES. BUT THEY
HAD KEPT ATTACKING, (30 THE ISRAELIS HAD PUSHED FORWARD TC THE EDGE
oF dclrfoT WHERE THOUSANDS HAD DIED I8 THE FIGHTING. DURING ALL
THIS *1; LESANESE HAD AUKED THE SYRIAKS TO CUME ¥ TO HELP PRESERVE
ORDER AMONG THE RELIGIOUS AND OTHER RIVAL FACTIONS. Caddd

6. ONCE A LEDAMESE GOVERNMENT WAD 3EEN FORMED AND THE PLO HAD BEE:
REJECTED THE MNF HAD GONE IN. THE ISRAELIS, HAViING CONMPLETED THEIR
MISSION, HAD ANHOUNCED THEIR WILL INGNESS AND INTENTION TO WITHDRAW,
A5 HAD THE SYRIANS. BUT THE SYRIANS HAD QUOTE FOR SOME REASON UNQUOTE
RENEGED ON THE IR PROMISE DESPITE A FORMAL LEBANESE REQUEST THAT THEY
SHOULD LEAVE. THE MNF'S MISSION WAS UNCHANGED. THEY HAD
HELPED TO ARM AND TRAIN THE LAF WHICH WAS NOW A CAPABLE FORCE.
WHEN OTHER FUREIGN FORCES WITHDREW AND THE LAF ADVANCED TO ESTASLISH
ORJER THE MNF WAS SUPPOSED TO GO BEHIND THEM TG TRY TO HELP ACHIEVE
STABILITY AND onaea. THE ISRAEL LS HAD AGREED TO WITHDRAW: SYRIA
WAS THE STUMBL ING—BLOCK. GEMAYEL WAS MEAKWHILE TRY.ANG TO BRING I
OTHER LEBANESE FORCES TO BROADEN THE BASE OF HIS GOVERNMENT.
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7. IN REPLY TO QUESTIONS ABOUT THE SAFETY OF THE MARINES REAGAN SAID
THAT HE WAS NOT PURSUING A POLICY OF ESCALATION BUT THAT U S FORCES
WOULD SHOOT BACK IF ATTACKED. THIS HAD GIVEN PAUSE FOR THOUGHT
TO THOSE WHO HAD CONSIDERED THE MNF FAIR GANE. THEY WOULD TRY MORE
TERRORIST ACTIV-LTIES BUT TERRORISM COULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO Wik.
FIELD COMMANDERS WERE DOING ALL THEY COULD TO ENSURE THE
MARINES' SAFETY. THE REPORTS OF THE PENTAGON IWVESTIGATION AND
A HOUSE ARMED SERVICES SUB-COMMITTEZ O THE ATTACK ON THE MARINES
HQ WOULD BE CONSIDERED BY WEINBERGER IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. THE
-PRESIUENT SAID THAT HE STILL HAD FULL CONF IDENCE (N THE MARIAE
COMMANDANT s THE HQ BUILDING MAD BEEM THE SAFEST PLACE FOR THE
MARINES GIVEN THE WEAPONS WH.JCH HAD BEEN USED AGAINST THEM PRICR
TO 23 OCTOBER. .
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8. ASKED ABOUT LT GUODMAN, REAGAN SAID THAT HE WAS NOT A PRISONER
OF WAR AS THE SYRIANS CLAIMED SINCE NO WAR HAD BEEN DECLARED. HE
013 NOT THINK ThE SYRIANS WOULD USE HIM AS A HOSTASE OR
SARGAIRIRG CHIP. THE U S WAS DGING ALL IT COULD TO SECURE HIS
RELEASE: THIS HAD BEEN HIGH ON THE AGEHDA OF RUMSFELD'S TALKS IN
DAMASCUS » 3
9« REAGAN CONCLUDED BY STATING THAT THE MARINES WOULD BE BHOUGHT
HOME AS SOCN AS POSSIBLE AFTER ACCOMPL ISHING THEIR MISSION.

HE REP‘&TEQ THAT HE WOULD TAKE NO DECISION INVOLVING THE LIVES

OR SAFETY OF U S SERVICEMEH FOR POLITICAL OR ELECTURAL REASONS.
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