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MOSCOW TELNO 1462 AND YOUR TELNO 686: LEBANON/MNF.

1. BONNEFOUS (DIRECTOR MIDDLE EAST) TOLD ME THIS EVENING
THAT POLYAKOV, WHOM HE HAD SEEN THIS AFTERNOON, HAD STUCK
TO THE RIGID SOVIET LINE THAT A UNIFIL PRESENCE AN BEIRUT
WOULD NOT BE APPROPRIATE, SINCE THE UNIFIL MANDATE DID

NOT EXTEND TO LEBANESE ‘INTERNAL AFFAIRS: AND THAT ALL THAT
WAS NEEDED TO RESTORE PEACE IN THE LEBANON WAS FOR THE
ISRAELIS TO WITHDRAW AND THE LEBANESE PARTIES TO BRING THEIR
DISCUSSIONS TO A SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION. BONNEFOUS COMMENTED
THAT THE FRENCH WOULD HAVE TO TACKLE THE RUSSIANS AT A_MORE
IMAGINATIVE LEVEL IF THEY WERE TO GET THEM TO ACCEPT OR
EVEN_TO UNDERSTAND WHAT WAS BEING PROPOSED, THOUGH HE DID
NOT AT PRESENT KNOW HOW THEY WOULD DO THIS. THEY HAD NOT
YET HALLANY FURTHER REACTION FROM GEMAYEL. THE FRENCH WOULD
VER THE HOLIDAYS.
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