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ABOLITION OF DOMESTIC RATES ETC (SCOTLAND) BILL:
RATING OF SPORTS CLUBS

12 Febrdary to E(LF) members. While I
is‘urfder, I am afraid I cannot support his
should extend to sports clubs.
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This is not the time to admit particular exemptions to the general rules we
are seeking to introduce to local government finance. There will
undoubtedly be many attempts by a wide range of. organisations to secure
special treatment as we proceed with our plans and we will face very
difficult decisions in resisting them. Treating sports clubs in 3cotland
in the way Malcolm suggests would set a very awkward precedent both i
Scotland and south of the border, and would weaken our position in dealing
with representations from other organisations who we know are watching

developments very carefully. In moving ahead we would be wise to maintain
the line that in cases of this nature it is local and not central
i ) 3 .

government who are best placed to decide when and when not to grant relief
under existing powers.

I am copying thi etter to the Prime Minister, members of E(LF) and
Sir Robert Armst
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