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Japan's Minister of Trade and Industry recently proposed that the
Trade Ministers of the participant countries and the Member of
the Commission with special responsability for external relations
should hold a meeting on the occasion of the Economic Summit.

Following the very negative reaction from the United States and
serious doubts expressed by Canada and the European Community, Mr
Tamura changed his proposal by suggesting that the Trade
Ministers should meet outside the context of the Economic Summit.

There could be further meetings of this kind in the future,
should circumstances so warrant.

We continue to have serious reservations about these proposals,
which Mr De Clercq has already conveyed to his colleagues.

If these meetings are to be confined to trade, we do not see the
need for them in addition to the quadripartite series of
meetings. A number of the Member States of the Community would
not be invited, and have already notified us of their concerns
regarding such meetings in an area in which the Commission, in
accordance with the Treaty of Rome, acts as spokesman for the

Community.

If the meetings proposed by Mr Tamura were to deal with matters
other than trade (such as investment, debt, etc), this would
raise the issue of whether the Trade Ministers were competent to

discuss such matters.

In the Light of the above and in view of the fact that many
international meetings are already held on this subject, I'm sure
that you will agree that it would not be in the interests of
sound coordination of commercial policy to agree to Japan's

proposal.

I should be pleased to receive any comments you may have on this
matter.
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Yours sincerely,

(l"’“"“ \

Pascal LAM

Mr Nigel WICKS
Principal Private Secretary

10 Downing Street
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