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THE COMMUNITY CHARGE: PUBLICITY

As you know, my Department publishes a booklet called 'Paying for
Local Government: the Need for Change' as a means of explaining
the reasons behind our proposals for the community charge. We have
made it available on request since last year.

Now that the Local Government Finance Bi
issue a new booklet containing up-to-da
answering questions about the practicali
This will be of increasing interest to

draws near.
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I appreciate that this does not require your clearance, but I
thougnht you would be interested to see a copy of the enclosad
‘text, since this publicity has proved controversial in thes past.
We expect the booklet to be available from mid-NovembsEsand will
use modest poster advertising to draw it to people's attention.
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Time to adjust

All this is a major change, and people will need time to adjust. The

Government will therefore provide a safety net for all councils to help the
change from the old to the new system. At the moment funds are transferred
between areas, mostly from areas with high rateable values to areas with low
rateable values. These transfers will continue on a reducing scale between

1990 and 1994 while people adjust to the new system.

SEPARATE PANEL

WHEN WILL IT HAPPEN?

Spring 1989

The Community Charge Registration Officers send out inquiry forms to each
address in their areas (see pages ), and start to compile registers of

the pecople who must pay the community charge.

December 1089

¥

Community Charge Registers are ready. Registration Officers send out to each |
|
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person on the register a copy of their entry (see pages ). Invitations

ere sent out for applications for rebates (see pages )-
Early 1990
Community charges set by local authorities {ses pages

March 1990
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Coumunity charge bills issued tO




YOU AND THE COMMUNITY CHARGE

YOUR STEP BY STEP GUIDE

You will almost certainly have read abcut the new community charge in the
papers, or heard about it on television. You will probably have seen it
called the poll tax, but the community charge is its real name. Domestic rates
are being abolished and the communityAcharge is part of a new system of paying
for the services that local councils provide. As it will affect almost every
one you need to know about it. So this booklet explains why the community

charge is being introduced, and how it will work. Since the new system will

not start until 1 April 1990, you may wish to keep the booklet by you for

reference.

INDEX

(To be coumple

Paying for local services

We 81l benefit from. the many services that local authorities provide.

include schools, libraries, local social services,

o~

brigade, housing, roads, refuse collection, parks and
Some of these services benefit all of us, all of the time. We all nesd our

rubbish taken away. Almost all of us use roads. (Gl vs weed ‘%“C*S)'
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- Scmetimes its are indirect but are still very real. We may never

need to call out = fire brigade - but we are glad they are there!

And sometimes we may not need services personally - but people we care about
do. Our children need schools and our elderly relatives may need sh

housing.




So wherever we live - in a city, a small town, or a village-we all need local

councils' services.
[Illustration of Teachers, Policeman Etc)

And all these services have to be paid for. Councils are responsible for one
quarter of all public spending. In 1987/88, English councils spent about ghs

thousand million. That's £1,250 for every adult. But of course local people

do not have to pay all of this.

Some £15 thousand million comes from receipts and from the charges

people pay - for example, receipts from the sale of council houses or land,
council house rents and charges paid by the user of council services such as
swimming pools, evening classes and the like. That leaves nearly £30 thousand

million (£800 for every adult.in England) to be found from national or local

taxes.
[Picture of coin split into three]

About half.of this £30 thousand millicn is provided by the naticnal
taxpayer by way of grants from central government - (about £400 for every
adult). Just over a quarter comes from business ratepayers - (aboﬁt £225
for every aduit). :

1
Something under a quarter comes from domestic ratepayers - about £175 for
every adult. As only about half the adults in England pay rates this

amounts to about £350 for every ratepayer.

"It is only the domestic ratspayers' share which, from 1 April 1990, is going
to be met from the community charge. But in -future this amount will be shared

between nearly all our 36 millicn adults instead of only 18 million

ratepayers.

[Picture of Homes]




