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Treasury Chambers, Parliament Street SWIP 3AG

The Rt Hon Christopher Patten MP
Secretary of State for the Environment
Department of the Environment

2 Marsham Street

London A
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COMMUNITY CHARGE REBATES: ADDITIONAL PUBLICITY

You wrote to me on 10 Aprdil suggesting an addition of £1 million
to your Department's publicity budget to finance advertisements at
regional and local 1level on entitlement to community charge
"rebates". The decision to proceed would be conditional on the
outcome of urgent market research, and of course to considerations
of propriety.

2. I have given urgent consideration to the request you have
made in your letter. In all the circumstances, I acknowledge that
this expenditure may be necessary. I would hope very much,
however, given that we are at the beginning of the financial year
you will be able to find acceptable offsetting savings.

3. I am copying this letter to the Prime Minister, Kennein
Baker, Tony Newton, Malcolm Rifkind, Peter Walker and Sir Robin
Butler.
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