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Thank you for your letter of 30 April to John Edwards about which

we subsequently spoke.

As I told you, whilst appreciating your own worries about
accountability, I do not think mine would be any easier if we
agreed to take on this responsibility. I would certainly be in no
better position than you to assess the cost implications of FCO
advice on physical arrangements or the requirements of protocol.
In.- ‘our view the expenditure should follow Ministerial
responsibility - in this case the Prime Minister. She, and not
the Chancellor, will, I assume, approve the arrangements on which
the expenditure turns.

As regards the Sherpa role, Mr Wicks' appointment is purely
personal and is, in any event, concerned with facilitating the
business to be conducted. He has no role in deciding physical
arrangements. I was interested to see, incidentally, that you
have picked up the bill for some of his expenditure. I should be
glad to know the details because most of the travel costs in
connection with his Sherpa role have been borne by us, as a matter
of convenience. It occurs to me that whatever the right home for
this particular element of expenditure, we ought at least to
ensure that it is treated consistently.
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Returning to the main expenditure on the Summit itself, I do
rather feel that, despite the problems, the expenditure is already
in the right home and is properly accounted for with the Prime
Minister's other costs.

I am copying this letter to the recipients of yours.
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