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I have seen Chris Patten's minute to you of &ﬂséctnber.

Clearly it is essential that we convince local authorities that we
are determined to bring excessive expenditure under control. At the
same time we must not set local government i1mpossible btargets, 1T
beliewa that Chris'"s proposals will achieve these two goals.

If we are to implement the third stage of our community care reforms
in 1993 it is wital that, by then, local authorities have stopped
spending excessively so that they can be allowed the increases in
budgets which will undoubtedly be needed. Chris's proposals go a
long way towards achieving that objectiva.

I am copying this minute to E{LG) colleagues, to Nick Lyell and to
Sir Robin Butler.
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