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Community Charge: Non-collection

The attached from today's Independent looks ahead to the Audit
Commission report on this subject due later this week.

Howard Davies tells me that the report's aim 1is not to analyse the
present situation for its own sake, but rather to establish best
practice for making next year's non-collection assumptions. To this
end, authorities will be uéged En analyse exactly 'th current
ghortfalls have arisen. Is it de&iggrqEE nﬂn-HaImenL, for example; Or
their own %pef;ic%gpcy? {He suspects that qEILE a lot of councils

don't actually know).

The ADC tells ma:

- their latest straw poll of treasurers puts non-collection to

date in the 6-10% range.

it [ e — =

- thara are hardening impressions among the same that they
will face shortfalls in budgeted receipts by the end of the
financial year.

An avaraga 90% assumption for 1991-2 is probably a realistic
assumption. That ié_likglf’Ln Ecotland toe, where 95% in year 2, as
wall as year 1, looks over-optimistiec. (Scotland's outturn in year 1

was about 90%).

Tha extra 5 percentage points mean an extra £20 on average charge.
Next April's RPI would fall by 0.25 less than otherwise.
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6 HOME NEWS ...

Poll tax defaulters
report ‘too rosy and
could be misused’

A REPORT by the Audit Com-
midsgion which says that 85 mpﬂ
per cent of people bave *pai

something” towards the pall tax,
will he cniticieed for painting "too

n picture™ when it & pob-

rosy

lished this week.  *- ?
There are (ears within the Croo-
servatbve-comtrolled  Association

of Digtrict Councils (ADC) that.
the Government will use the re-+,
cllaims that the tax -

o
=] few adminmirutive
pu'ﬂbl:ﬂ

In reallty, mamy councily wers
finding themaslves in o “deteno-
raling position"”, the mssociation
said Lirge mumbers of ﬂlﬂ
whi began the year paying tae dad
raie charge hove stapped mesting
Imstabments,

The Audii Commissos, which
achvizes on efficiency, will sy that
the overwhelming majority of peo-
ple in the 50 local aulh?ﬁ[?;
garveyed bad paid somethi
st end ﬂl'lh!E‘llmmLT_

Ll:lﬂ'ﬂ recommend Hm;n!runcﬂ;
th peize ickdy an
mol waidl usitl lﬂq;ﬂ?nunlbudl of
collecting thse tax from noa-payers
had failed befoce seading i bai-
lifts,

The shock caused when it be-
comes knoemn that a boeal aathor-
iy hed ordered the seiure of
poods has been shown 1o bee: I;hll.‘-
mos effective means of rasing
meisding TAN revenue,

A senior ADIC official, who did
nat wish oo be identified, saxd be
was worned abowt the oomms-

By Mick Cohen
Harme Affairs Reporter

ghon's II,Euru. *What dﬂumﬂ;:‘
hrase “had paid someths
E-n.n‘?‘" be asked, - !

He sakd thaf the only sensfie /
measure of whether the tax wag
working wad £0 compare monsy
received by treasurers with the
amound aouncils would expect w0
heve collecied if peyments were
on target

The asseciation sakd that while
gome of the ghire authorities it
repiesented had collected about
o per cent of their poll lax, cihers
bad been paid only &0 per cent of
the they had hoped o have

“Many of the eommizssion's
poremenis are helpful”® the offi-
cial eaid,

“Bua there s a dangper thatl M-
chael Portilie [the Government’s
poll tax minister] will uss the re-
m b sk ;%i.:hnuﬂ}' ﬂﬂr

is payi £ mod
e — rh]::;iu il H'I.I-l:.TEIt enl-
lection problems are almost pot-
Ling worse."

The Labour-contmlled Associ-
stioa ol Metropolitan Autharities
refused 1o comment on the Andit
Commissions report until it wad
released officially, Bul it is under-
stocd that it has jolned with the
ADC in sending the bommission
criticisms of 2 verslom of the
report and of the amall number of

counells sareeyed,

Haoth the associations taid they

Wi ing repons of
L ments after 8 few
momniks. said thal fax re-

i wenl dewn when pews
spresd locally of the burcawcratic
problens the poll tax had brought |
ot wh::u'mmmm}ﬂﬂm‘f De0a-

o T
Paﬁn anecootal ev
Englind is backed up by Arndings
from Scotiand, where the Lax was
introduced a year earlier, '

The Coafederation of Smnah
Local Awthoritics has said that
fewer Soots were ihe tax
this year than in 19RY.

It snidd that the sight of non-pay-
ers eacaping punishment was be-
hind the fall. Critics of the changs
said the decline had come becauss
[b:l:ll,'ﬂ-l oould nod affprd to keep

w‘ﬁ%r‘m: and oveny
council In Eagland ssuimed uutl
95 o 97.5 per cent of the people |
'mmgpd]mnﬂ'l‘mhln
ch would all the momey

m?Mbj' rill 1551
they are wrong, the tax will
have to rise substantially to cover

the losses tbds year and to take ac-
couznt of = highe bevel of non-pay-
meni in the next 1 moaths,

“Even n good authority which
recepred 90 per cent of the money
It expected would have o raise the
chargs substantialhy ™ an AT of-
ficial said.

The Audil Commission said it
would nol comment uatl the re-
part had beea published.




