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Industrial
Action by
Postal
Workers

“National
Union of
Mineworkers

King's Cross
‘Underground
Station Fire
Disaster

—  ————

13 The Cabinet were informed of the business to be taken in the House
of Commons in the following week.

HOME AFFAIR@ THE CHANCELLOR OF THE DUCHY OF LANCASTER said that the Union

Communication Workers were demanding reductions in the working week
stal workers from 39%4 to 364 hours for manual workers and from 364
ours for clerical workers, with no compensatory increases in

producepvity. The Post Office management had offered a reduction of one
hou anual workers, provided this was matched by increased
prodd€%§;?t , but no reduction for clerical workers. In a recent ballot
of the 's membership, 55 per cent had voted in favour of industrial
action, though this constituted only 45 per cent of those entitled to
vote. A delegate conference was to be held that weekend, and local
industrial action could be expected from the following week. The Post
Office manageme ould react firmly to this and ensure that, if postal
deliveries wer upted, those not working normally would not be paid.
The Government ould be that, in the event of serious disruption
to postal servic e Post Office monopoly should be suspended, which

was as far as the cizzzgfnt could go without new primary legislation.

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FO¢f
announced his resignation
Mineworkers and would be sedf
clear that Mr Scargill was h
leadership in the expectation
among members of the Union. Co

B
in this way. <§§§>
The Cabinet - ?(

ERGY said that Mr Arthur Scargill had

k¢ 1dent of the National Union of
e-election to that office. It was
hat the Government would attack his

- -

1% Took note.

ad been a very
prground Station,
luding one

' per 32 people

The latest information was that 30 people had dié
fireman, 19 people had been seriously injured and :
were still detained in hospital. The emergency serv

! ad reacted
superbly in rescuing those who had been trapped and 1 Eing the

injured. It appeared that the fire damage had started o Piccadilly
line escalators, and the worst affected area was the ma1l et hall.
The ceiling panelling in the ticket hall area contained b bestos
and, as a result of the fire, some asbestos fibres had been sed
into the atmosphere. It was for this reason that Undergroun ices
in the King's Cross area had had to be curtailed that morning! ject
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to the agreement of colleagues, he believed it was essential that he
should make a statement on the fire in the House of Commons that
afternoon and that he should announce that he would be instituting a
formal investigation under the Regulation of Railways Act 1871. He
roposed that the inquiry should be chaired by a Queen's Counsel,
isted by expert assessors. The Lord Chancellor had been helpful in
ising on possible chairmen, and he hoped that it might be possible to
nce the name of the chairman in his statement that afternoon. It
e wrong to speculate on the causes of the disaster; the important
s for the inquiry to establish the facts as soon as possible,.

On general point, colleagues should be aware that any formal
inqu nto a disaster might need to be suspended for a time should it
becom ar that prosecutions were likely to be mounted.

THE PRIMEK MINISTER said that the Cabinet would wish to place on record
their condolences for those bereaved and injured and their gratitude to
the emergency gexyices for their courage and skill. She and the
Secretary of iﬂ:?} for Transport would be visiting some of the injured
later that morhang— The Cabinet agreed that the Secretary of State for
Transport shoul a statement in the House of Commons later that day
and that he shou cJ hunce that he would be establishing a formal
investigation, chane' % a Queen's Counsel assisted by expert
assessors. The Secrg
the Lord Chancellor #wG

: Jﬂeaf State for Transport, in consultation with
‘4ﬁ\.‘= Attorney General, should provide colleagues
with a form of words to
an inquiry and possible

claimed that the fire se
been increases in fire ser
adminstration.

ed if necessary on the relationship between
utions., Some Opposition spokesmen had

s under-funded, but there had in fact
npower and resources under the present

The Cabinet -

2. Recorded their condolenqggj?l those bereaved and injured in

the fire at King's Cross Unde d Station and their gratitude
for the work of the emergency s yCes.

3. Invited the Secretary of Sta for Transport to make a
statement on the disaster in the House of Commons later that day
and to announce that he would establish a_formal investigation
under the Regulation of Railways Act 18

4, Invited the Secretary of State for rt, in consultation
with the Lord Chancellor and the Attorney ‘\‘,Q , to provide
colleagues with a form of words on the relat;;f);'- between an
inquiry and possible prosecutions.
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jOREH3 e THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that the unfortunate
AFFAIRS cancellation, at the last minute, of the State Visit to London by the
= O resident of Italy, Signor Francesco Cossiga, had been unavoidable: he

been obliged by constitutional convention to remain in Italy
owing the resignation on 14 November of the Italian Prime Minister,

ctate Visit
of the

president Giovanni Goria. President Cossiga had conveyed his personal
Hf Italy intment to Her Majesty The Queen. It was expected that the
P Italian Government would shortly be reconstituted.
previous
Reference: <§§;>
Cc(87) 31.3 ?(
Falkland THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that there had been a small
slands increase 1in sup or the United Kingdom in the vote at the United
Nations General s¢b]ly on 17 November on an Argentine-inspired
Previous resolution on the land Islands. 114 countries (two less than in
Reference: 1986) had voted fob esolution, five (an increase of one) including

the United Kingdom agz
c(86) 39.2 abstained. The resol
recent years; although
no mention of the Falklan
the debate, the United Ki
British sovereignty and the
rights of the Islanders.

it, and 36 (an increase of two) had

yad been virtually identical with those 1in

2d in deceptively mild language, 1t had made
(snders’ right to self-determination. In
-@ ad stated unequivocally its position on
S ment's determination to uphold the

The Cabinet -
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OMMUNITY 4, THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FISHER AND FOOD said that it had
A\AFFAIRS been expected that the meeting of the Agriculture Council beginning on
- 16 November would continue as long as necessary to carry forward
\gricul ture negotiations on the Commission's proposals for ultural stabilisers
ahead of the following week's Foreign Affairs Cdun and the European
Council in December. In the event, the meeting n suspended on

the third day and would not resume until 23 Novem had made clear
the determination of the United Kingdom to reach an
spoken out against this delay. On the substance, the
forward by the Commission and the Danish Presidency,
far as the United Kingdom would like, were on the right 1
apart from the United Kingdom, only the Netherlands had s¢
support. The Mediterranean countries and the Republic of %}
expressed dissent. The Federal Republic of Germany had been l(\-\ ably
opposed. The French position was less clear cut, but there wx{y wyrjence
of Franco/German co-operation. He had judged it important not ¢

| critical at that stage of proposals put forward by the Presidency,

“
! . . . . . . .
the Commission, so as to encourage them to maintain their p091t10n2§§§>§

‘ B %
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<;;;> they so far had.
<g§z§>1n discussion the importance was stressed of ensuring that, if the

@otiations did not succeed, the United Kingdom did not receive the

e. The proposals on the table were a minimum and if others rejected
%they were not matching up to the needs of Europe.

; A/

%monomic and THE C LOR OF THE EXCHEQUER said that a useful communiqué had been

Finance issued he meeting of Finance Ministers of European Community
kmuncil countrie§<on 16 November following discussion of the current
international financial situation. He had also taken the opportunity to

have private discussions with the Finance Ministers of France and the
Federal Republic Germany. The Commission had presented proposals for
& further liberalf n of capital movements. These were proceeding in
the right direc\ldigQn¥agqd would now receive detailed study by the Monetary
6@ of Central Bank Governors. Lord Cockfield had
:’. 'S proposals on tax approximation. These had
been remitted to the¢ffdnemic Policy Committee for analysis: it would
‘4‘2 long. He had underlined the commitments on
zero rates given by th nment before the General Election. The

discussion on future finaaaapihad largely followed familiar lines. The

| President of the Commissi%f however expressed the view that
"exceptional circumstances be confined to currency movements.

i The Cabinet -

t

I | Took note. %
| /

FINANCIAL S THE CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER t the markets were steadier

AFFAIRS though still fragile. The negotiations ween the United States
= Administration and Congress about measurey) to reduce the United States
United States budget deficit had still not been concluded. However it was hoped that

Budget agreement would be reached shortly. This was likely to be slightly in
Deficit excess of the minimum required by the Gramm-Rudpga~\egislation. It

] would probably include asset sales, and contain ) element of
Previous increased taxation. Such an outcome would be in“e ance with market

Reference: expectations. The details were still to be worked
CC(87) 32.5 subject of continuing discussion between the Unite
Administration and Congress.
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