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he Rt Hon Tom King MP t Hon Nicholas Ridley MP

cretary of State for Northern Ireland tary of State for the Environment
le Rt Hon Kenneth Baker MP 3 i n Kenneth Clarke QC MP
ecretary of State for Education Chafeel of the Duchy of Lancaster
d Science

e Rt Hon John MacGregor MP The Rt i ul Channon MP
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%Y 1. The Cabinet were informed of the business to be taken in the House
AIR of Commons in the following week and that, subject to the progress of
<%§fiz>business, the House would rise for the Spring Adjournment on Friday

27 May until Tuesday 7 June.

ortion PRIME MINISTER said that it was most important that the Government
gendment ) d maintain its practice of refusing to make Government time

11 a le for Private Members' Bills. Mr Alton and his supporters
sHou e left in no doubt that there would be no erosion of that
evious prdefic® in respect of the Abortion (Amendment) Bill., Nor should the

ference: Gove do anything to encourage the procedure for Private Members'
N(88) 15.1 Bills e reviewed, by the Procedure Committee or otherwise, as a
result e failure of Mr Alton's Bill. While Mr Alton and his
supportexy were assiduously encouraging the proposition that the failure
of his BiYl demonstrated that the procedures for Private Member's

legislation were inadequate for coping with issues of this kind, the

truth was that ¢t procedures were perfectly adequate if the promoter of
a Bill was wilYyfig)¥o accept reasonable compromises. Mr Alton had not

been prepared ed in that way:

The Cabinet - <€22;>

¥ Took note.

lanning THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THY JASVARONMENT said that there would be a
debate on a Private Member's pri>the following Monday about the
effective application of town arnd try planning legislation., This
would enable the Government spoke gp? o repeat the gist of a speech

Cdav to the Conservative Bow Group.

Sections of the press had travestie speech without troubling to

read it: he would circulate the full t®4 o his colleagues. In the

speech his main purpose had been to expgfe the nature of the need that .

now existed for a significant increase I® the amount of housing that was

available in the South East, while still respecting environmental
considerations. This need, which was due to higher numbers of separate
households as a result of changing social habi ather than migration
into the area, had now become very real and pX§ >, The pressures on
suburban areas were becoming intense, and it wa3 h bringing out

that in recent years no less than 55 per cent o ouses in the

South East had been built on re-used or vacant lan in urban areas.

There was a clear requirement to bring some new lanc

housing development and those who resisted this were

disservice to their fellow citizens. Nevertheless,
there was a group of Government supporters who were vir

prepared to contemplate any housing development in the s

the country except by way of infilling in urban areas.

coping with the pressures he had described, albeit not spec
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ing up the price of rural housing and thus was creating a widespread
m for indigenous lower-income people in rural areas. The second
e
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directed to the South East, was contained in his proposals for village
housing and new villages which he had recently circulated to
colleagues for their comments,

n discussion the Cabinet noted that the increasing demand for houses 1n
al areas by people migrating from high-value housing areas was

in the proposals that the Secretary of State for the Environment
ha ulated was designed to enable the provision of more lower-cost
hous in rural areas in response to this problem. On the other

hand; isproportionate cost of houses in Southern areas was
increas e attractiveness of the North and thus contributing to
the sol4f¥on of regional problems. It was also noted that the policy of

relocatin® Government activities where this was justified on economic

and management grounds also made its contribution towards relieving
pressure on the South East.

The Cabin@
2% Took no@Z

R EMPLOYMENT said that the strike action
erries at Dover had reached a delicate,
important new factor was the blockade
by lorry drivers, which had in Calais and had spread to Dover.
But for the blockade, the Nat nion of Seamen, on which the High
Court had the previous day impo further fine of £150,000 for
contempt of an injunction banningcggiéndary action, would probably have

called off their secondary action“on fie previous Tuesday as part of a
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deal in which Sealink would have a o employ on a temporary basis
some of the seamen who had been dismid¥¢d by P & O. The blockade at
Calais had now been lifted, but it wa ertain how long the blockade
at Dover would continue. While the Do Harbour Board were legally

empowered to move the vehicles, this could be difficult to achieve 1in
practice and the police had firmly advised the Board the previous day
against taking this course. There had been a essful debate on the
dispute in Opposition time the previous day. @

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EMPLOYMENT said that, in ctions to the
national executive of the Civil and Public Services A¥s
the results of which had been announced the previous dag .
Tendency supporters, who had previously been in the ma oK had lost
all their seats. Mr John Macreadie, the union's deputy ge
secretary and a Militant Tendency supporter, was likely to
on the Trades Union Congress General Council later that yea .
future, elections to the union's national executive would be sattet
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was too early

ballot. The union's annual conference had earlier that week overturned
the recommendation of the union's special pay conference that strike

actlon should be taken against the Government's pay offer of 4 per cent
and had agreed to talks on long-term flexible pay with no preconditions,

S

TARY OF STATE FOR EMPLOYMENT said that the national executive
e Mlectrical, Electronic, Telecommunications and Plumbing Union had

reJe e f1nd1ngs of a Trades Unions Congress (TUC) inter-union
dispu ommittee that the union should abandon two single union deals
and ha sed to accept a TUC censure over their actions at News

Internatifnal at Wapping. If the membership backed the national
executive, the union might be suspended from the TUC or even expelled
from it. The union's General Secretary, Mr Eric Hammond, thought that

the union could 1 be outside the TUC by the end of the year but it
f a judgement on that assessment.

t he would be addressing the Police
folloW1ng Wednesday. The occasion would be
2. on which the Govermment would need to

n due course.

THE HOME SECRETARY s

Federation Conference
dominated by police pay
take some important dec1:

The Cabinet

- @

3. THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRE
victory on 8 May, President Mitterrand (gad appointed Monsieur Michael
Rocard on 10 May as the new French PriméVMinister. President Mitterand
was likely to concentrate on defence and foreign affairs leaving
Monsieur Rocard the major responsibility for economic and social issues.

¥ 0said that after his election

The result was likely to be a more coherent p of Centre-Left
government in France. Over time President Mi would aim to
strengthen his hold over Centrist parties, and probaby call for
new National Assembly elections before or shortl the Summer
Recess,

4’\3 neral

THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that following
election in Demmark on 10 May, the existing four party coal
emerged with the same number of seats as before. Mr Poul Sc ¢
the Conservative Party had lost three seats, while the Liberal

: /
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gained three. The opposition Social Democrats and Socialist People's

Party had lost two seats. Major gains had however been registered by

the extreme right-wing Progress Party on a programme opposing

immigration and tax. Mr Schliiter's chances of re-emerging as Prime

inister looked good. The results could be interpreted as in favour of

inuing Danish participation in the North Atlantic Treaty

anisation, which had been a major theme of the campaign. There was
to be more opposition to increases in Danish defence spending.

t ught to be possible to work out an acceptable solution on ship

8

vi 6f§;b Denmark without compromising the British position on whether
or n ear weapons were carried.

%

mation THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that Mr Wilfried Martens had

Belgian succeeded in forming his eighth government after negotiations lasting

yernment 147 days which{i%?%?xceptionally long even by Belgian standards. There
would be a coalNtyomrwf five parties, somewhat more inclined to the left

than before. The 439

Belgian Government was likely to be pre-occupied
with linguistic p

at least until the autumn. A rapid decision
was necessary on whé o0 maintain the Belgian minesweeper
contribution in the P¢ Gulf. Mr Leo Tindemans remained as Foreign
Minister until the end the year but it was not at all clear that he
would last thereafter. /

In discussion, 1t was note
Minister who was something
prospect that the new Belgian
defence spending.

there was now a new Belgian Defence
known quantity. There seemed little
nment would be any more robust on

2

oland THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARYE;: that the strike of shipyard
workers at Gdansk had been called off, \\e result of which would be to

revious diminish the credibility of the organisation Solidarity in the current

leference: public argument over economic and political reform. It was possible

the economic reforms necessary for reaching agféemgnt with the

, International Monetary Fund, but only if they prepared to act
quickly and tolerantly by releasing imprisoned @ leaders. The
United Kingdom and other Community partners, havidg lored the arrests
and use of violence, would have to continue to unde the link
between economic and political reform.

c(88) 16.3 that the Polish authorities now had an Opportgﬁgiséto make progress on

Previous which began on 2 May. An attempt by Lebanon to have a resolu sed
Reference: by the United Nations Security Council had been vetoed by the

Middle East THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that Israeli trqgéggb d now
mostly withdrawn from the Lebanon after their retaliatory in n
t
4 <:£%§;;>

C(88) 8.3
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:ééi§§> States., Meanwhile, there had been fierce clashes in Beirut between the

supporters of the organisations AMAL and Hizbollah, resulting in 150

(2%225) deaths over a four day period. An uneasy truce had been imposed by

o-operation between the Syrians and the Iranians. Such conflict in
irut increased the risk for British hostages there, about whom the
ernment remained very concerned. The Minister of State, Foreign and
nwealth Office, had seen relatives and friends of the hostages the
us day and he himself would be seeing the father of Mr John
cggéihy shortly. Whilst the families of the British hostages
un®érgte’od the Government's firm position, it remained necessary to make

cle overnment's continuing concern about the British hostages.
Her s Ambassador at Beirut was currently devoting almost half
his woMking time to the subject.

In discussion, the question was raised whether, following the
appointment of the new French Government, more details would

emerge about a struck by the previous French Prime Minister,
Monsieur Jacqugf irac, with Iran to secure the release recently of
three French hos and also whether the new government would feel
free to renege or gplents of such a deal.

ited States/ THE FOREIGN AND COMMO THSECRETARY said that a number of unresolved
wiet Treaty detailed points had emerge the fine print of the Treaty between the
. United States and the Sovie 4\ip on intermediate range nuclear forces
termediate (INF) which both the United \&ta)yes Administration and the Congress

jnge Nuclear agreed would need to be reso ore ratification., These points had

rces been taken up by the United Statd Spcretary of State, Mr George Shultz,
and his Soviet counterpart, Mr F hevardnadze, on 11 May. Although
he had not yet received any forma t, his impression was that it
should indeed be possible to resol details provided the

political will was there.

In discussion, it was noted that the spged with which the final stages
of the draft Treaty had been negotiated had always made it likely that
last minute difficulties of this kind would emerge. They were

legitimate points of difference about the opergtiqn of the proposed
on-site inspection regime. It would neverthe)¢ss)pe very serious if

President Reagan was obliged to go to the for ’,m; Summit in Moscow
without being able to guarantee ratification of ,9 F Treaty, which

would then appear to risk suffering the same fateZze e Strategic Arms
Limitation Treaty signed by the United States and iet Union in

1979,

The Cabinet - <%§ff:>
Took note.
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4., THE CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER said that an informal meeting of
Community Finance Ministers would take place during the weekend
13-15 May. It was intended that some further discussion should take
place at the meeting of the Commission's proposals on indirect tax
pproximation. Work would be carried forward on the directive on
\beralisation of capital movements, on which the Presidency hoped that
ement could be reached in June. The meeting would also consider
ts of the European Monetary System. On this issue consideration
in particular be given to measures to strengthen the operation of
ting systen in certain minor respects. At the other end of the
spéc a proposal had been floated for the creation of a European
nk. With the exception of the German Foreign Minister who
present, it was generally accepted that such ideas were

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FOOD said that the
Agriculture Council would meet on 16-17 May to consider the Commission's
price fixing p als for 1988, He expected the discussions to be
desultory and ppprQductive. Serious negotiations would not begin before

the meeting of ncil next month,

The Cabinet -

%/@
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