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ARY 1. The Cabinet were informed of the business to be taken in the House

ﬁA of Commons in the following week and the business provisionally arranged
for the first week after the Christmas Adjournment,

 scurlty . HOME SECRETARY said that the debate on the Second Reading of the
s,rvice Bill '

d Official

nd Reading of the Official Secrets Bill would take place on the
ecrets Bill fo '

Wednesday. A couple of Government backbenchers in the House

of Cg together with some sections of the media, had come out

again e Bills. While they were unlikely to change their stance,
there w hing to suggest that they would exercise much influence
over ot Government backbenchers. On the other hand, a number of

Governmen¥ backbenchers would support the Government during the debates
on the Bills. The Opposition Spokesman on Home Affairs, Mr Hattersley,
had indicated on television on the day of the Security Service Bill's
publication tha Opposition would not vote against the Bill,

However, as a Qf the divisions in the Labour Party over the
Second Reading o revention of Terrorism (Temporary Provisions)
Bill, the OppositdNyafa® now decided to vote against the Second Reading
of the Security ServwfeZ/B4ll on the pretext that it failed to make
provision for oversig a committee of Privy Councillors. The

Opposition would also nﬁq& dcainst the Second Reading of the Official

»

Secrets Bill, "f'
THE PRIME MINISTER, summix@ brief discussion, said that the

position now taken by the O \don on the Security Service and

Official Secrets Bills would ly be helpful to the Government in
carrying both measures.

The Cabinet %/
Took note. C:g;;>

HOME AFFAIRS 2, THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRANSPORT said that the latest

-— information was that 33 people had died and. 131e had been injured,
Serious Train of whom 27 had suffered major injuries, as a ndsul¥ Qf the very serious

: : ‘ ; N 4-\ .
Accident at train accident which had occurred 300 yards wes apham Junction
Clapham Station on the previous Monday. The track had nd v.’ cleared and rail

Junction services were returning to normal. Following consudf4/]
Chancellor, he had decided to appoint Mr Anthony Hidd
independent inquiry into matters relating to the accic
to make an announcement to that effect later that day.
be able to announce within the following few days the na
assessors who would assist Mr Hidden and the date of the
The Opposition could be expected to allege that the terms o ence

of the inquiry were too narrow: this was entirely without fo %

with the Lord
to chair an

the
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| ciZZLQ, The fact was that, as was customary with inquiries into railway
accidents, the inquiry would be held under the provisions of the
<’:gs§' Regulation of Railways Act 1871 which would give Mr Hidden discretion to
<;;;> call for any evidence which might be relevant. The role of the inquiry,
@hich would be held in public would be to establish the facts of the
cident and to make recommendations. Mr Hidden had confirmed to him
@( he would seek to complete the task as soon as reasonably

%cable.
T S ETARY OF STATE FOR EDUCATION AND SCIENCE said that staff and
pu S Emmanuel School had been among the first people on the scene

Ll

: dent. They had reacted very bravely, pulling some of the
Sziggzsengers out of the wreckage. They had been faced with some

very di ing scenes and, at the request of the headmaster, his
DepartmeR€ had arranged for counselling to be made available to those

who might Mequire 1it.

THE PRIME MINIST said that the Cabinet would wish to place on record
their condolenc those who had been bereaved or injured in this
very serious ac\Qigde and their appreciation of the efforts of the
emergency service ere were already signs of a search for

scapegoats, and 1 portant that the inquiry should be completed as
quickly as was comm with a thorough investigation.

The Cabinet -

e Associated them 4&: with the Prime

P | Minister's remarks. V
|

nemployment THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EMPLOY id that the unemployment figures
for November would be published lat day. The seasonally adjusted

Fevious total had fallen by almost 50,000 totzggsé million, which was a larger

leference: reduction than most commentators had agy) ated. This was the twenty

C(88) 36.2 eighth consecutive monthly reduction awqgiitmployment, which now stood
at the lowest figure since April 1981, hd fallen by almost 500,000

since November 1987, by around 750,000 since the General Election and by
| over 1 million since July 1986. Long-term unemployment was falling even
faster than unemployment generally. The unemp)pymypt rate had fallen to
7.5 per cent in the previous month compared wi\k
November 1987 and was now substantially below tha
European countries including France, Belgium and }
part of the country had benefited, with the largest(fe
occurred in the West Midlands, the North West and Wal t was
especially encouraging that the number of unfilled vac@ was
estimated

, there
1d be

pnany other
efhherlands. Every
ions having

700,000 vacancies in the economy as a whole. 1In Greater
were at least 140,000 job vacancies, of which about one-th
filled by people with no previous training, compared with 2
unemployed people. Those unemployed people who were in need
were able to take advantage of the Employment Training Progra h,

2
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as he had reported to the Cabinet at their previous meeting
(cc(88) 38.2), had got off to a very good start.

<::::> The Cabinet -
2:s Took note.

3 EIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that the scale of the
disaste ed by the earthquake in Armenia was seen to be growing.
The Sov uthorities had initially been so overwhelmed that

von of relief efforts on the ground had been almost
non-existent, They were now taking steps to improve matters. The rapid
annoucement of the Government's immediate £5 million emergency aid had
been very well rerzived both in the United Kingdom and in the Soviet

Very close links
Overseas Developme
also between the B

there. The response
undoubtedly done much & \\engthen Anglo-Soviet relations.

THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH RY said that the leader of the
Palestine Liberation Organisa 0), Mr Yasser Arafat, had in his
press conference on 14 December t met the three long-standing

conditions for Ministerial conta écggib,the PLO. This followed progress
behind-the-scenes through the good“offfRes of Sweden during the

preceding week, Similar progress h registered at the recent
meeting between the Minister of State, reagn and Commonwealth Office

Q

(Mr Waldegrave) and the PLO spokesman, assam Abu Sharif. The United
Kingdom had brought strong pressure to r on l4 December in Geneva to
push Mr Arafat in his press conference to go beyond what he had said in
his speech to the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in Geneva,
which had contained elements of playing to the ic gallery. Bringing
the PLO to this point publicly was an importa@ess for the
Government's line and for the United States Se of State,

Mr George Shultz, personally. The latter had to
behind-the-scenes contacts in Sweden as opening up~a3
opportunity. Mr Shultz had been willing to take any”yg yrficism from

Israel that such a break-through with Mr Arafat migh N, just as he
Yol or$4y about his

United Nations at New York. The way had now been opened
participation in the negotiating process by the PLO. The
would be to extract a constructive response from Israel.

Mr Yitzhak Shamir was the most intransigent of Israeli politidi
this question. But it seemed likely that the new Israeli gover

3
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@ would be a coalition between the Israeli Labour Party and Likud, and
5 this was probably the most hopeful available basis for further progress

CONFIDENTIAL

from Israel.

since the very negative American attitude after the publication of the
estine National Council's communique had been remarkable. It seemed
Mr Shultz had been eager to maintain efforts for progress on major
ational issues right up to the last moment of the present

tration and thereby to open the way for President Bush's

ation to get off to a flying start. It was odd that although
had apparently obtained authority during the preceding weekend

/@In a brief discussion, it was noted that the rapid evolution of events

from ecutive committee of the PLO to accept the formulation
negotia ith the Americans via Sweden, he had nevertheless not made
full us this during his speech to UNGA but had preferred to

vacillate\\ The obvious danger now was that the opponents of Mr Arafat
would seek to provoke some major terrorist incident thereby undermining
the effect of Mr Arafat's public renunciation of terrorism.

@

orth THE FOREIGN AND COﬁ:gpﬁg' TH SECRETARY said that the Ministerial meeting

!lantic of the North Atlanti ‘5;5‘11 in Brussels on 8 and 9 December had
uncll concentrated on the md ﬁh<:§\ or the forthcoming negotiations on
eting stability of conventional es. Following the speech by

n Brussels President Gorbachev on 7 er at the United Nations General

Assembly, the statement 1 @ on 8 December by Foreign Ministers of the

North Atlantic Alliance on ional arms control had struck a good
balance. It had proposed an N> 1 limit on the total holdings of key
armaments in Europe and 1in pa ‘(4 a reduction of tanks by some 50

per cent., The statement had alsd&4?' gnised the reductions announced by
the Soviet Union as a modest step 1 e right direction. Given the
nti

great preponderance of Soviet con al forces, President Gorbachev

had considerable room for manouevre tures of this kind. This
needed to be brought out clearly in Weg¥¢£rm public presentation. The
Foreign Ministers had also committed t lves to completing before the

next Ministerial meeting of the North AMhantic Council their
comprehensive concept of arms control and disarmament, the purpose of
which would be to show how the various arms control agenda items could
be pursued consistently with the need for neces modernisation of
some nuclear forces. It would be important t@in pressure on other
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) part -n‘secure timely
modernisation of such forces. The United States @
restrained than expected at the recent meeting in™

perhaps evidence of the normal hiatus in the transi
two Administrations.,

In a brief discussion, it was noted that the West was we
retain the high moral grounds. President Gorbachev had b
December speech in effect recognised the disparity of forcé
of the Warsaw Pact. The publication by NATO a few days befc
speech of comprehensive figures on the conventional force bala

-

4
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inglo-Irish
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revious
Reference

(C(88) 34.3

between East and West had provided a timely picture of the ground rules
which would have to govern the negotiations. The West needed to
maintain pressure on the Warsaw Pact to reduce their forces to parity
with the West and to adopt a genuinely defensive posture, It needed to
be pointed out that President Gorbachev's reductions offer of 7 December
fected only some 10 per cent of the totality of Soviet conventional
ces, Even this had been secured only with difficulty, to judge from
resignation of his former supporter and Chief of the Soviet General
Marshal Sergei Akhromeyev. Those who criticised the Government's
attitude toward President Gorbachev's recent speech were

the same people who asked whether President Gorbachev would

ereby implicitly recognising the need for caution. Even
after CV ecently announced reductions the Warsaw Pact would still have
some 40¢f anks whereas the West was proposing parity for each side at
current 0 levels of 20,000.

THE FOREIGN ANTD ALTH SECRETARY said that on 10 December Chinese

police in Lhasa (', ed on Tibetan demonstrators. The facts were not
clear but it seemt least two Tibetan monks had been killed. A

Dutch girl had been ly wounded but the Netherlands Embassy in
Peking. were not convig DNhat she had been only a bystander as she
claimed. The Tibetan {em)®tration appeared to have been planned but
it badly and certainly with less skill
demonstrations in some of the Republics
gent's policy should be to avoid being

.o 72

ek

than recent Soviet react1l
of the Soviet Union. The

violations, whether in Tibet o
possible future talks between t
were something which the Governme

here i1in China. The prospects of
1. Lama and the Chinese Government
d welcome.

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NORTHERN IREL< said that the Ministerial

meeting of the Anglo-Irish Conference on 14 December had provided the
opportunity to express further concern about the case of the former

Catholic priest, Father Patrick Ryan, whose e tion the Government
had sought. The Irish side at the talks led h¥ _Tanaiste, Mr Brian
Lenihan, and the Irish Minister of Justice, Mr ollins, had been

acutely embarrassed by recent events and had acc thout bridling
his candid reproof of the Irish Government's dec131€ﬁ§Z%E%§>Irish were

now looking for other ways in which to co-operate wi Unit=d
Kingdom. The meeting with the new Commissioner of th had been
positive and constructive. It would be necessary for the rnment to
state fairly and squarely that the Irish Attorney Genera ponse 1in
this case had been very unsatisfactory. It was not defen at the
Irish authorities should be able to hold someone subject to ition
proceedings for only three days whereas it took the Irish AtW\r

>
?
&
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General two weeks to come to a decision whether or not to back an
extradition warrant. Invoking categorical assurances given by the
Taoiseach, Mr Charles Haughey, to the Irish Dail, the Government would
now ask the Irish Government to review their extradition legislation,
s for Father Ryan, Irish Ministers were very much hoping to be spared
ther embarrassment and strongly favoured a British decision to have
er Ryan prosecuted in Ireland in accordance with existing
~-territorial jurisdiction provisions, since both the British and

t 2’sh Attorney Generals had said there was a case to answer,
TH E

. ARY OF STATE FOR NORTHERN IRELAND said that many people were
sugg

that events of the previous few days showed that the
Anglo- greement was worthless and should be torn up. On the
contrar the Ministerial Conference established under the
Anglo-Ir Agreement had not existed it would have been necessary to

invent it 1n order to provide the present valuable forum for blunt
speaking when required. The Garda had made a real contribution in their
successive discovenies of arms hidden illegally in the Irish Republic.
But they seldo@'er managed to arrest offenders, and the Irish
remained as emowdpgINas ever in their inhibitions about the idea of
handing over Irist a zens to the United Kingdom for due legal process.
This ingrained res "aﬂ“ would have to be broken down.

Extra-territorial j ‘é;g=§ion was not an alternative to extradition.
The Cabinet -

Took note. @
4, THE HOME SECRETARY reportej222%§§s meeting of Immigration Ministers

and the Trevi Ministerial meeting ens on 9 December. At the Trevi
meeting there had been a general di ~on of extradition against the
background of the Ryan case and the of Greece to extradite a
suspected Arab terrorist to Italy. D press reports holding out
such a prospect, and the presence of twi\Belgian Ministers, no new
Belgian proposals were forthcoming. There was general acceptance that
there was no need to look for radical change in existing extradition
arrangements. These were thought satisfactory ja~themselves, But a
serious effort was réquired to achieve their ifpfflejpntation. THE HOME
SECRETARY said at the meeting of Immigration \ SEETS he thought he
detected greater understanding that action to co rrorism, drug
trafficking and other serious crime would require 5/ mAintenance of
A£L¢~casion had
26 ontrols of

checks at frontiers. Lord Cockfield's approach on
been less belligerent than in the past. In the cont

third country nationals, illustrated by the problem o 1t of non-EC
nationals through Frankfurt, the Dutch had made clear th too saw
a continued need to maintain internal frontiers,

In a short discussion, the question was raised whether cont
terrorism could be achieved through existing laws and proced
addressed to normal crimes. Since terrorism was a crime again

2
%
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Ci2225> indeterminate target, perhaps a new philosophy was required. In
<;:3§§> response it was noted that control of terrorism had been a matter for
debate at successive Summit meetings. The essential necessity was to
<;§;>' secure acceptance of the need to take up and sustain firm positions.
nited Kingdom procedures dealt with terrorists under domestic criminal
The requirement was not to replace such existing systems but to
d adequate bridges between the different legal systems of member
kries. It was against that background that consolidating
tion was now being put through the House of Commons. This would
tification of the European Convention on Extradition. The

aéé@jConvention on the Suppression of Terrorism already provided

' torial jurisdiction., This bridge building process would he
exten@ dditional legislation on the production and taking of

evidenc which a Bill of 20 to 30 clauses might be required and
which it as hoped to introduce next year.

Summing up the discussion, the Prime Minister said that, in the
interests of gaini the co-operation of others, it was important that
ould show that it was doing all it could. In
advance of ratiXydn&she Convention on Terrorism, the United Kingdom
sions. A high priority would need to be attached
e legislation required for promoting mutual
1 matters.,

onomic and THE CHIEF SECRETARY, TREAS that the Chancellor of the Exchequer

inance had attended the meeting of nomic and Finance Council on

12 December. Lord Cockfield ported on bilateral meetings with
puncil individual member states on in ax approximation that had taken
beting place since the October Council. he first time he had shown some
] December recognition of the concerns of me tes although he remained
{ negative on the question of zero ra The Chancellor of the
1 Exchequer had drawn attention to the of practical difficulties

presented by the Commission's proposal the need for radical changes
to them. He had made clear that the Go{€rnment would in no
circumstances abandon its commitments on“ero rates. There had also
been some discussion at the meeting about proposals for a tax on
savings. The French had again sought to suggest that there was a link
between implementation of the directive on libgyaTypation of capital
movements and implementation of such a withhol{ing throughout the
Community. The Chancellor of the Exchequer, sup"t by colleagues
from the Netherlands, Luxembourg and Denmark had aéf ear the absence
of any such link. As was not uncommon, the Germans t joined 1issue
with the French on this matter. In a brief discussi

9-11 December Agriculture, Fisheries and Food had achieved a highly successf m

-

Fish Council THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SCOTLAND said that the Minister ogé
‘%2%%§§0

7
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to a difficult negotiation at the meeting of the Fish Council on 9-11
' <;:E§§> December. Scientific advice had shown the need for a major reduction in
the level of allowable catches for haddock. The Minister had succeeded
| C;‘fi:in negotiating a reduction limited to 60 per cent compared with that
8

oplied to others at 80 per cent. The British share of the total quota
#
\

increased from 78 per cent to 87 per cent. The industry had
<:t- onded constructively to this outcome. The Scottish Fishing
A

‘ﬁﬂ'ration had issued a statement making clear their view that this was

‘v'ﬂ'-t deal that could have been obtained. For its part, the

O\ g industry had recognised the need to achieve protection of

she Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food had also
improved opportunities for fishing mackerel taking account of

x//An_mackerel fishing grounds in the North Sea.

Summing Sg:f>brief discussion, the PRIME MINISTER said that the Cabinet
congratulated the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food on the

ma jor success he had achieved in the negotiations at the December Fish

Council.
“ O
|

eneral THE MINISTER OF AGRI
 yreement on outcome of the Mid-Te

, FISHERIES AND FOOD, reporting on the
ing in Montreal of the General Agreement on

Pariffs and Tariffs and Trade Urugfa nd, said that agriculture had been the main
rade stumbling block to progrehis reflected the intransigent position
ruguay taken up by the United Stcretary for Agriculture, Mr Lyng. The
ound : European Community had sho-w-G’-.ter flexibility. The Dutch, and in the

id-Term absence of their agriculturaf
leeting supported him in new initiatiX\y
negotiations. However the Uni

bsters, the Germans and Italians, had
ken in the course of the
tes had insisted throughou* the

‘revious meeting on the total eliminatio sidies, themselves undefined, to
leference: be achieved by an indefinite date had not been prepared to talk
[c(88) 37.3 about short term support reductions United States Secretary for
) Agriculture had evidently decided a any move. His motives were

| not wholly clear. It was possible th ad in mind the need to leave
some room for manoeuvre for his succes . This appointment was to be

1

J taken by Mr Clayton Yeutter who had giveW indications of greater

J flexibility in the recent meeting. The outcome of the Montreal meeting
\l

had been reviewed in the current session of the Agriculture Council.

sﬂ'ﬁa.ressed the view that

The Agriculture Commissioner, Mr Andriessen,
the Community had been isolated. The French
suggested that it would be necessary for the Comg

of Agriculture had
to make further

concessions in the coming year. While Monsieur NalIf ook a more
rational view than his French predecessors the Germ& peared still to
want to leave existing support levels unchanged. C§<§§>

Agriculture THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FOOD said that t ting of

Council, the Agriculture Council which had begun on 12 December woul e
12 December again in the coming week. Agreement had been reached on the

8
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G

<::::>proved of particular assistance., Other issues under discussion of

drinks directive which defined quality standards and labelling
requirements. United Kingdom producers would benefit from this
directive in the adoption of which the Irish Minister of Agriculture had

articular interest to the United Kingdom included New Zealand butter
sheepmeat and further reform of the beef regime. On the latter,
iderable reductions in beef support were under consideration., Loss
United Kingdom variable premium would lead to savings of some £80
a year. No agreement had however yet been reached on
a ¢%¥§§bive beef premia arrangements. Those currently on offer would
v

iscrimination against the United Kingdom. THE MINISTER OF

in
AGRI FISHERIES AND FOOD said that he would be carrying out
furth ssions with the Chief Secretary, Treasury about the level

o be paid to domestic producers. Income levels generally
Kingdom agriculture producers were sharply down while that of

increased.

for Unit
others ha

The Cabine

Took note.%
D THE MINISTER OF A URE, FISHERIES AND FOOD said that although
the growing problem of 1 n of eggs by salmonella enteriditis PT4

had clearly necessitated blic health guidance that had been issued
on 26 August and 21 Novemb ,A‘; t advice had not been given wide
theC B

publicity in the media at {!;sai and the demand for eggs had not been
greatly affected. He had the --'(-7- hoped that there would be sufficient

time to work up effective prog for dealing with this emerzing
problem before the public was sé 1th alarm. In the event, however,
the sudden public anxiety that th-ségignet had noted the previous week

had continued unabated, and the po as now serious., While the
situation varied around the country,ﬁf 11 in wholesale orders for
eggs was of the order of 25-50 per ce d major retailers were
reporting a drop in egg sales of 25 pe ent, at a time of the year when
the demand for eggs was normally increastng. The egg production
industry feared that sales and prices would continue to fall: the
wholesale price of eggs, which stood at 48 penceper dozen in early
November, had already fallen to 31 pence per . while the offer
prices for the following two weeks stood at 10pgp=e

dozen respectively. There was no doubt about th;
that were now being faced by producers, many of
of business. The prices being offered for eggs did
of feed for the poultry flocks, and feed suppliers w{Ls using credit.
In this desperate situation, some slaughtering of sto already

taking place, and increasing numbers of producers would pes
taking this action over the next few days to cut their 13

rT

serious losses
& e in a small way

In

addition, large numbers of eggs that could not be sold we put
into storage. The advertising campaign to promulgate the f¢g which
1 ] \ n the

week, would no doubt be criticised by the egg producing indus

CONFIDENTIAL|
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Ciéé;‘) of fering insufficient reassurance, but there was very little room for

manouevre on this. While he was reasonably confident that the National
| <;;;> Farmers Union understood that their cause would not be served by their

being seen to press for a degree of public reassurance that the facts
id not justify, there was a very large number of small producers who

| e unlikely to refrain from publicising their plight. Until the
ent crisis he had discouraged the idea of any buy-in programme for
L or hens, but in the present circumstances he believed that this
f

ave to be contemplated. The costing of such programmes was
' t, because the egg production industry was in any event having a
y

d

po and producers might leap at the chance of any form of

comp& iqn. As a rough guide, a buy-in programme for 4-5 million
dozen<;§§;> week would cost about £1.5 million per week, while a buy-in
program hens, at £1 a bird, might cost about £11 million. As for
further aftion to control the infection, his Department was considering
the need fOr additional controls on feedstuffs and had been reviewing
whether the voluntary code of practice should be put on a statutory

basis., "_~)
THE SECRETARY OX-§TXF%
to Cabinet collea
Chief Medical OffiNEfH
that Ministers shou
was cohsiderably less

by less balanced healt
salmonella associated wi

FOR HEALTH said that the note he had circulated

t the end of the previous week summarised the
ssessment of the facts, and it was important
Ok closely to this authoritative advice, which
ic than some of the material being produced
nantators. There was no doubt that

s had been increasing throughout the year,
and there was every reasor clieve that this increase would continue.
The attention being given atter in the media would undoubtedly
lead to a higher rate of rep \n®_ incidents of food poisoning, and the
pgfiore acute with the return of warmer
V ief Medical Officer's advice must

remain the cornerstone of the Go -zfjhgt's approach to the health
yef Medical Officer could be

problem and, for the time being, | .
e
f

weather in the following year,

expected to maintain the advice tha{/ d first given on 26 Aungust and
which now formed the core of the adv ment that would be put out the
following day. The Chief Medical Of advice had to be
professional and impartial and if the r{§k of food poisoning from eggs
should further increase, then this couldM™ot be disguised. Unless an
effective eradication programme was put in hand, the medical advice was
| bound to get more gloomy. He believed that the statement in the

‘ advertisement that the Government and the ind r ere tackling the

-

| problem constituted a new commitment, and woul{Re>widely seen as
f\ offering the prospect of an effective programme @trol the

£ infection,

The following main points were made in discussion. C€22255§>

a. The egg production industry had pressed for an
that would offer a virtually unqualified assurance

to eat eggs. Since the Chief Medical Officer's advic
inevitably far more cautious than that, the advertisem
satisfy the producers and it might even stimulate publi ty
and lead to a further drop in egg consumption. On the otwe d,

| 2>
e

tisement
was safe

1d not

10
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@ ~ a state of widespread confusion and alarm had now been
: <;:3§§> generated, and there was an obligation on the Government to
promulgate an unvarnished account of the true facts. It was not

/@ possible to answer every question and, in particular, no valid

estimate could be made of the national rate of infection. While,
from a presentational point of view, it might be unfortunate that
@ the advertisement could only say that the number of recorded
utbreaks underestimated the extent of food poisoning from
lmonella, there was no other scientifically sound comment that
Government could make.

€;§§> y attempt to eradicate the infection by replacing breeding
) would probably need to be carried out on a very wide scale
% Zre to have any hope of success, and, even then, salmonella
woul\ remain present in the environment to present a threat of
re—intection. Other countries were facing a similar problem
although comparisons of relative extents of infection were

difficultq%gzggie. It might be that the infection could not be

totally erfgdichked, and that the public would, in the longer term,
have to ge o this idea, in the same way that it generally
accepted tha <’ 1fish carried some risk of food poisoning.

C In Sweden

ique for treating day-old chicks was being
developed, and 1 ossible that this might hold out some hope
for controlling s la infection. Urgent enquiries were being

made into this, but A far too early to base any hopes on the
technique which, 1in nt, might prove very expensive.

d. The Chief Veterina(%fé?)'
detect salmonella in liv

impracticability of detecth

made it difficult to see h

j the public that particular e
l

cer advised that it was impossible to
rds. This together with the

fected eggs by random sampling,
alid assurance could be given to

e free from salmonella, or came
from a flock that was free fro infection. Some retailers were

nevertheless offering such ass ’ﬂ;;? There was a need to develop
a protocol to govern testing and o~ #dvice that could properly be
1 offered to the public.
|
|
|

e. Now that public anxiety about eggs had reached the present
level, it would be impossible to contain the debate. Careful
thought would need to be given to the haggdiyg of the risks from
other animal products.

il The Department of Health had been givek
comments about salmonella infection that had §
the Department did not give rise to a legally e
liability.

\ advice that
ade on behalf of

g. It would be exceptionally difficult to conmstr
compensation scheme on sound principles, since the p
of public health anxieties on egg sales was so specul
wide-scale slaughtering programme should eventually be
any associated compensation costs could be very high 1in

11
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‘
z@ THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up the discussion, said that there was now a

deep-seated and growing public anxiety about salmonella and eggs. The
<§§’> Cabinet had agreed that it was right to issue the following day an
vertisement giving an authoritative statement of the facts, and 1t was
ential that no time should be lost in tackling the fundamental
em by a programme of action to eradicate, or at least substantially
the degree of infection in poultry flocks. The immediate
however, lay in the sudden and drastic impact that a sharply
emand for eggs had had on the egg production industry. While
eéagﬁhave been reasonable to expect the industry to adjust over a

long cale, it had to be accepted that the present crisis had made
that co impossible. It would not be right in these circums*ances
for the rnment to stand by and see producers deprived of their
livelihoogg through no fault of their own. Despite all the difficulties

it was now necessary to devise a support scheme that might be offered to

the industry with as little delay as possible after the issue of the

Covernment adverfgimsement on the following day. Such a support scheme

would probably @racterised by more than a little rough justice, but
| it was now impo

(Zi;;j act very quickly.
The Cabinet -

1. Took note, roval, of the Prime Minister's
summing up of the i ion and agreed that a Government
advertisement of th of salmonella and eggs should be
issued on the followt? :

griculture, Fisheries and Food,

tary of State for Wales, the
Secretary of State for Nort reland, the Secretary of State
for Health, the Secretary of S for Scotland, the Chief
0

Secretary, Treasury and the y General to devise a scheme to
support the egg production ind \n its present crisis, and to

'r report his conclusions to the PF%%?;&' ister as a matter of
| urgency.

2 Invited the Minist
in consultation with the

Cabinet Office

15 December 1988
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