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Medical colleges
say NHS changes
should go on trial

LEADERS of 25 professional
organisations representing

500,000 NHS :staff yesterdayde- '
t  against the Government’s plans to

manded trials for a?
changes in the health service,
warning that otherwise it could
collapse,

The Royal Colleges and other
bodfie; represerétmgﬂwthe medical
profession  sai Proposed

S could turn into

: and costly runent thh a
high risk of faﬂﬁc

A dozen peers, including three
Conservatwes. backed the de-
mand and said they would table
amendments in the House of
Lords to the NHS and Commu-
nity Care Bill, requiring three-
year regional pilot studies of the
changes.

' The initiative was swiftly con-
demned by Kenneth Clarke, the
Secretary of State for Health, who
said it was an attempt to panic the
Lo%:lls with “ridiculous fears”,

e amendments, if accepted,
would effectively delay. nats’onal
implementation of the changes
until after the next general elec-
tion The Bill begins. its second
rea g in the Lords next week.

Ennals, Labour’s health
spokesman in the Lords and a
:g:’nsor of the amendments, said

t if the Government ncc;pted

the trials then the m
t soften its stance on the

es but
these

would think
Robin Coo

" he said.
Labour’s health

ingehay »»4’ ﬁkumn in the Commons, said
t Labour, if elected, would not

necessarily abandon the trials,
which he believed would prove the
#laws in the Government’s plans.
Lord Carr, a former Conserva-
_tiye Home Secretary, and two
% colleagues,  Baroness
md Lord Auckland, are
‘ Tories rebelling

_ By Jack O'Sullivan

have the changes in place nation-
ally by April

Among other sponsors are the
Liberal Democratic peers Baron-
ess Seear and Lord Winstanley.
Another peer, Lord Walton, a
cross-bencher, is a past president
of the General M uncil.

The Royal Colleges called for
three-year pilot studies in two re-
gions, one rural and one urban, of
the changes which will ‘cstablish
self-governing  hospital trusts,
budget holding GPs and an inter-
nal market for health care within
the NHS. They said: “There is no
evidence that the changes overall
will improve the standard of care,
will improve access to care or will
improve. the cost effectiveness of
care. We consider that the timeta-
ble of introduction of these
changes across the whole NHS in
1991 is completely unrealistic.”

Professor Di Williams,
president of the Royal Medical
Colleges, said: “We sincerely be-

. lieve that if the Government’s

campaigning these re-
forms, raising ridiculous fears,” he
said on BBC Radio 4.

“What they would do is create
uncertainty and further delay that
in itself would have a demoralising
effect. What they are asking me to

do is to turn off enthusiastic vol-
unteers who across the country
are now well advanced in prepar-
ing for the reforms to come in.”

Mr Clarke said the first of the | .k

“volunteers” would effectively act -

as trial studies, a claim which Pro-
fessor Williams denied. Such tri-
als, he said, would assume an in-
ternal market across the country
for which the infrastructure had

not been prepared.
The Roy:ipaclollege of N
congress in Brighton, i

hosted - the initiative, yesterday.

backed unanimously a resolution | /%%
demanding that the review body | &+

system of national pay awards in
the NHS should remain in plloe
after the shake-up. .

Many speakers also feared that

*locally negotiated pay deals could

damage salary levels. Fraser
Westwood from South Grampian
warned: “Our NHS contracts are
not going to be worth the paper

they are written on. We have got

to protect our panenu by protect-
ing ourselves.”

Inanemergeogdebmonthe_

NHS Bill, the 1,000 congress dele-
gates called unanimously for an

independent national i or-.

ate to monitor elinical a
demand rejected on Monday by

Virginia the Under-
Bk

Health. -
terday to

Surrey GPs for
patients to help complete a new

surgery
Harriet Harman, a Labour
health said she under-
stood that every household in the
of Brockham and
Newdigate had been leafletted.
She claimed that this was the first
example of GPs asking their pa-
tients to “top-uﬁe family doctor
provision from their own pockets
- something Mr Clarke has said
will not be allowed under the
gi;ns for GPs to take budm fOI’

pital care.
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