CONFIDENTIAL

FOCORD OF THE FIRST WEETING BETWEEN MINISTER OF STATE AND THE
LRGENTINE UNDER~-SECEBETARY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AT THE MINISTRY OF
FOREIGK AFFAIRS, BUENOS AIRES, 26 JULY 1979, A4. A5 pm

The Hon Hicholas Ridley N Comodoro Carlos Cavandoli

Iir H K Czrless CMG Ambeesador Carlos Ortiz Ce Zurnz
Mr J 5 Chick Comodoro Carlos bloomor~:eeve

¥r S K J Butler-Madden Sr Angel Olﬂverl Lipez

¥r K D Temple Sr Fernando Tesdn

kr R = Gozney Sr Sola

T Comoaoro Czvéndoli opened by introducing his team of officiele,

S iy

Ke expleirnied irnas roreign Iinister Pastor would see Mr Ridley in an
hour ané suggested that in the meantime the reinstatement of

Lartzessdors and the Falklend Islands be discussed. Because of
I'r Fidley's deleyed return to Buenos Aires there was little time to
SDETE,

the moves made during 1979 ftowards the restoration
vren in Londen he had m=de 2 formzl proposal for
heen given a letter for Brigadier Fastor from

Lord Carrﬂngt0ﬁ, Co;ooo“c Bloomer-Fkeeve hzd subeeguently been to
London to explaln the Lrgentine attitude on the ievel of Ambassadore
end the desire to effect an exchange acs socn as possible, The
trgentine Government urnderstood that it. would take 2 or 4 monthe 7o
HiG to find a new nominee, They agreea that the communigué at

the end of ¥r Ridley's visit should refer to the resumption of reiv-‘<
at amvsssz6orial level, When HMZ were ready the Argertine Gov
would put forVSVu their reguest Ior zerément for their nominee. fe
ceize’ for ki Ridlev'te views on the next sters

z thenked Jomodore Cevéndcli fo
i Tie travel arrancements to the

oM.

et ety

L
r for reqcu1ng him, by sending a special D
vweather of Comodoro Rivadavia.
e He zgreed with Comodoro Cevéndolit's zccount of the exchanges to
= waes ready 10 issue & Jo4nt corrur:o‘é cﬂh@bﬂClPF agreement
ple to exchange Lmbasesadors, It w that newe
gement | 1 the
.ct thz S not
20 ceu tc h
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ESCORD OF THE FIRST MEETING BETWEEN MINISTER OF STATE AND THE
4RGENTINE UNDER-SECRETARY OF FOREIGN AFFATRS AT THE MINISTRY OF
FORETIGE AFFAIRS, BUENOS ATRES, 26 JULY 1979, 4.45 pm

Fresent:

The Hon Nicholas Ridley IF Comodoro Carlos Cavéndoli

Ir H K Czrless CNG Lrbsessdor Carlos Ortiz Ce o

VMr J S Chick Comodoro Carlos Dloomcr—jeexc

¥r 8 ¥ J Butler-Madden Sr ingel Oliveri Lopez

Vr K D Temple Sr Fernando Tesdn

kr R = Gozney Sr Sola

T Comodoro L= svénioli opened by introducing his team of officiels,

e vy

i Ted thas ¥oreign Kinister Pastor would see Nr Ridley in an
suggested that in the meantime the reinstatement of

ore and the Falklandi Islands be discussed. Eecguse of
v's delayed return to Buenos Aires there was little time to

ined the moves mede during 1279 towards the restoration
-2.G vnen in London he had mzde 2 formal proposal Tor
“estltUL~ n eni been given a letier for Brigedier Pastor from

Lord Carrington, Comodorc Bloomer-Reeve hzd subseguently been to
London to explaln the fLrgentine attitude on Lhe ievel of Ambassadors
and the desire to effect an exchange acs socn as possible, The

trgentine Government understood that it. would teke 2 or 4 monthe I
HiG to find a new nominee, They agreea that the communigué at
the end of Wr Ricley's visit should refer to the resumption of re“
at amvzesszdorial level, When HMNG were ready the Argentine Gov
would put forward their reguest Ior zerément for their nominee.
seizel Tor I Ridlevfe views on the next sterps.

T v thenked Jomodorc Zzvéndoli for receiving him, for
reln SR Gie trevel errengements o the Falklends, and in perticu-
lar for reacu1ng him, by sending a special plane, from the bad
weather of Comodoro Rivadavia.

Lo le =greed with Comodoro Cevéndolits zccount of the exchanges to
Cete and wes ready o issue 2 joint conﬂpﬁ:o‘é ﬁmrﬂbn:1nr agreement
in principle to e> hange Ambassadors, It wae vl

of thies agr ezred in vhe

trhet the i= less wees not

Trig 1 ] = ich tc he

reives te kept
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for Brigadier Pastor from Lord Carrington and it would be most
unfortunate if its contents were to reach the press, The personal
life of Mr Carless had to be considered; he had been an excellent
Chargé in Buenos Aires and the suggestion that he was not acceptable
as Ambassador was unfortunate for him personally. It would have
been nicer if the British Government had been able to post him,
probably to another capital as Ambassador, without this fuss.

5e Comodoro Caviandoli understood Mr Ridley's concern, He wished to
make clear how much he regretted the public exposure, The Foreign
Ministry knew of some of the sources which had made the affair

public and regretted that they had not followed the correct form.

As had been said before, the Argentine Government had the highest
opinion of Mr Carless and hoped that the reasons for their position
were urderstood, The Argentine press were quick to take up this
issue and some people used it for the wrong reasons and objectives.

He understood the need for confidentiality amd claimed that it was not
the Foreign Ministry or the Argentine Government who had been
regponsible for making the issue public,

6. Mr Ridley hoped that both governments would be able to make
clear their opinion of Mr Carless and repair the damage done. Apart
from announcing the agreement to restore Ambassadors through the
joint communigué he had arranced for a question to be asked in
Parliament as it rose for the summer recess the following day. He
did not know how long it would take to find a suitable candidate for
Ambassador but perhaps one could be found by the end of the year.

In the meantime Mr Carless would be left in Buenos Aires as Chargé
d*Affaires. When the time came Ambassador Ortiz de Rosas would be
welcomed in London and -in the meahtime the British side would keep
his nomination confidential,

7. , Comodoro Cavandoli said that the Argentine request for
agrement would be held back but he wanted to be sure of the agreement
in principle to exchange Ambassadors.

8. There followed some discussion on the form of the communigug
and it was agreed to leave it over until the following day's session.

9. Ambassador Ortiz de Rosas sald he wisghed to mzke the point that
the Foreign Mainistry had taken all measures to protect the name of
Mr Carless, When the newspaper "La Nacidn" published the story (on
22 July) the Foreign Ministry had put out a denial for the sakes of
both Mr Carless and himself, Mr Ridleyv hoped that the source of
the lezak could be discovered,

10. Comodoro Cavandoli suggested that the subject of the exchange

of Ambacsadors had been covered; the Argentines would expect a name
by the end of the year and the timing of the nominations should be
contemporary though not necessarily simultaneous. Mr Ridley

/explained
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eyp'clned thet in referring to the end of the year he had no particular
date in ming, Comodoro Cavandoli believed that bilaterazl relations
vould not realise their Tull potential until Ambzssadors were reinctais
He asked that all efforts be made to bring forward the dste and said
that in the sbsence of Ambassadors important matters referred to in

Lord Carringoonﬁs letter could not be caerried forvard, Ir Ricdley
zgreed but pointed out that it was not the British Governmon% WhC had
withdravwn ! asssaors, and that the delay was due to the Argentine
inability to accept Mr Carless,

W

11. Comodoro Cavéndoli believed that all possible efforts should o
made t0 improve tilizteral relstions., lir Ridlev reciprocated the
Teeling; peinting out that he had come %o Argenblna before eny
other major country. Comodoro Caviéndoli recalled that his discuseions

in Iondor had brousht oul certaln common themes, including the need

for parallel progress on economic and political relstions. ATanulur
hed = dem=na for soverelgntg (over the Falkland Islands) that needed %o
be met.
tion vhen

i-'a

nez de Hoz had put forward 1deas for economic coopera-

London in lizy. Comodoro Cavandoli thought that there were

which to wori, Ir Ridlev agreed that it was time

untries to discuss much end that they had a number of

sts, Kany British DeODTe lived in Argentinz; Britain

1 {red i g He wae convinced that much more
riteir could elso relyp on techrical matters, He

zspects in eny negotiations,.
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12. The two countries 2lso had = common interes the Antarciic sezs
end continent. Britein end Argentinz should have & common positiorn on
scientific exploratioh and exp101tatlon.wn~cb would cover maritime
rights end even the search for oil.

1 On the Falklend Islanis HIG believed it was right to talk about the
a1 e and his visit to the Falklands had convinced him of this. The
T £rov s thet any solution had to _be accepteble to the

I lers, cugegicons in the Islands hac made him believe that
=t solvut st pessi le, but both sides meeded to make

T« SeIons ispute was to the disadvantage of 211 three

ok ries, York at the end of Sepiember Lord Carrington and

E :ﬁier Pastor might start to plan how negotiations could take place.
ree’ zus in the Falkland Islands ran high and it would be infinitely
ezsier if discussions could be entirely Dr¢vaue. He was sure thet all
sepe ts shoula be Giscussed at the same time and was ready to do so any
time after the Foreign Iinisters had met, The cispute was, however,
one of the most difficult snvvhere in the worla,

174, Comodoroe e dley's

that negotist 1 20T ¥

L mzeting beuw = epienoe e 2 good
OPpOTTUNLTY & v a preparatory meeting be-
tvween himsel? He agreed with
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Ir Ridley's insistence on privacy; this would also help to recuce
public interest. r Ridlev had no objection in principle to &
preparatory meeting out the timing would be difficult. He needec tc
report to Lord Carrington and discuss the issue in the light of hie
vigit to the Fallklends and by the time he returned to Britain on

& hugust it would be holiday time, If a preparatory meeting was not
possible then they covld meet in October or whenever was convenient
to the Argentines. It was important that the Eritish’ side had tims
to clezr their thoughtsz before entering on discussions.

Py

15, Senor Oliveri Lbpez took up Kr Ricley's reference to the Aniz
The ANFio/irgentine relationship over the Anterctic had been fluic
e
e

fruitful, During the Buenos Aires meeting on the Living Resourc
Convention the claiment States had agreed a position which result
from a British initiative. The other aspects, that is o0il and
fishing, would be an important part of negotiations in September or
October, Vr Ridley feared that if Britain and Argentina did not
establish 2 close relationship over Antarctic matters they would both
lose out. There were possibilities for an Anglo/Argentine partnership
into which Chile might be brought later,

16. Comodorc Cavéndoli then left to consult Brigadier Pastor. In
tis absence Amtassador Ortiz de Rosas emphasised that since 1965 very
iittle h=d LEEr SeiqQ pubiicliy Dy eitner side about the negotiations,
The pr e yresg speculetion, Ir Ridlgx said that his only
ublic stz in the Falklands had been his interview on the locel
radic. else that might appear would be speculative,

]

17, On the return of.Comodoro Ca
1o where a meeting preparatory to il
be held and Comodoro Cavandoli said
Geneva,

., the mnew Caribbeen States, Nicaragua and perhaps
'» Ricley felt it was better not to say too much

gni 1€lemos until the negotistions re-started,

vy

19, The meeting finished at 6.00 pm.



