CONFIDENTIAL

RECORD OF THE SECOND MEETING BETWEEN MINISTER OF STATE AND THE
ARGENTINE UNDER-SECRETARY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AT THE MINISTRY OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, BUENOS AIRES, 27 JULY 1979, 11.30 A,M.

1. Those present were the same as for the ezrlier meeting on
26 July except that Councillor Carlos Tecco of the NFA's Internaticnz
Economic Co-operation Department was also present.

-

2 Nr Ridleyv opened on the subject of Vietnamese refugees. He weas
pleased that the Geneva Conference had gone well and that there had
been a larce increase in the number of families accepted for resetile-
ment. He was delighted that Argentina had decided to take 1,000
families. Even the Falklands were doing their bit and, although the
information was still confidential, had decided to take ten families.
A very large number of refugees had landed in Hong Kong and many had
net been accepted anyvwhere. The colony was already over-crowded and
if Argentinz oould talke & proportion of their 1,000 families from
Hong Kong it would bte much zppreciated. Comoooro Cavéndoli said that
Argentina had made the best offer for resettlement ol all the South
American countries. The offer hzd the backing of the Argentine pecple;
he had received many calls- from Argentines wanting to help with
resettlement or offering jobs. But in setifing up colonies of new
immigrante which might be in the border arcas of the country, Argentin:z
had to select the people carefully., If a sultable selection process
could be orgenised a further increase in numbers might well be possibpie,
The MFA were in touch with their Consul-General in Hong Kong and, if
maximum help could be given with selecting the refugees, it would be
quite poss:ble for a large number of the 1,000 families %o come fron
= ieved that 1eotic* in Hong Kong would be easier
use better Tacilities EXLSEPQ there.
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. Iir Ridley was grateful. He knew that the Argentine delegation

to the Geneva Conference had spoken with the Governor of Hong Kong,
that facilities existed in Hong {ong for finding the most suitable
families and was sure that the Governor would be r y 1o make arrange-
ments. Ambassador Ortiz de Rosazs asked about th cround of the
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men, shopkeepers and middle-men., They were m

but the number of Vieinamese was substantizl, the refugee
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4. Comodoro Cavéndoli understood that the Geneva Conference had
loo &t the problem in humanitarian terms. It was &also necessar
¢ Wv: the political problem otherwise further reprisals by the

L sese in the future could lead to a renewed exodus. Nr Ridlex
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believed there had been some condemmation of Vietnzm at Geneva,
Pressure was best applied through NMoscow although, when Nrs Thatcher
had raised the problem there with Kosygin, the 1'**er seemed to hav
dismissed the problem.

5 Lmbascsador Ortiz de Roszs thought it would bz v
s

.

ful ‘o exchangce
infToroztion with the Uk about the wider aspecis of rroblem; w1vni
the Non-Aligned movement Argentina could be 2 modera ing influence.
NMr Ridley szid he would be very pleased if Argentinza would do so, and
point the finger at Vietnam in the Non-Aligned summit thus Tfocusing
the attention of the Non~Aligned movement on this issue rather than
igssues such as Rhodesia. In their approach the Non-Aligned movemsnt
seemed fer from non-aligned.

n

Wr Rla_ey invited Mr Carless to speak on human rights. Mr Carless
]d thzt human rlghts had been discussed by the EEC Hezds of Mission

”J O\

v1th senior members of the Argentine Government including Comodoro
Cevéndoli. The maetwngs were useful and frank and at the last meeting

the ﬂeaas of Nission had noted positive factors and trends, a reduction
in Ul moer detalxed and arrangemants in hand for the reception of

an C masion., Pritain fortunately had much fewer individual nationsls
rvelved fhan some oiher EEZ countries., There was only one in prison,
Yise Daisy Hobson, who had been convicted and whose case was under
judicizl review. He was pleased that the review was vaking place.

7. Comodoro Cavéndoli’ did not know personslly of iliss Hobeon's case
but hoped that i1t could be solved gquickly. The Lrgzentine Government

were very grateful for the British Government's attitude and their
understanding of the issue as a whole. The Argentines had to learn o
roblem and to solve it. Mr Ridley hoped for good news
The lobbylsts in BTch’P would mzintain theilr

SON.

felt he must warn the rgenulne Government that there
iem in the UK at the proposed improvemsnt in hnglo/
GOons.

g, Comodoro Cavéndoli said that arrangements were being made for a
i1t Dy the Human rights Commission of the OAS in September. Only
the Argehklnes knew the bacikground to the D“otled, they must solve it,
not becaucse of oquwqe pressures, but for their ovn sake. The country
did not have i te handle ©,000 court cases in 2 iew months
but great ¢ belng mzde. As-e seccendzry cconcsideration they
were well zwa influence of the ””oal~n o their bilateral angd
multilateral i By idley shzrszd the view thzi cl the
existing 3 It wovld bs ::fi;'ielg : bo
improve ral r the problem was sciveld., He had noted
th; =) iready once Ambassadors were reinstated the

e progress, the e551er would be all bilateral relations
“ﬂ"‘UCLn» ihe Falkland Islzands and related subjects.
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o, iir Fidley asked for Argentine views on improving economic
relations Lrioassador Ortiz de Rosas believed that there were many
pO°S1b111uwe° ana the ailinities between the economic policies of the
new government in Britain and the Argentine Government would greatly
help. 100 yezrs ago when Argentina was in the midst of difficulties
the UK tock & gre=z t step by establishing the railways. Unfortunately
in Argentine, zs elsewhere in Latin America, the British presence had

fallen in recent years. But Argentinz oelleved that the time had come
when economic relations could be revitalised. Nr Ridley said that the
createst importance was attached to ecomomic reiztions with Latin
America. He hoped that the new British Government's policies would
permit an improvement in these relations. Over the previous few years
Britain had been consuming more of her production than she should.

There had not been enough left over for export and thus delivery dates
were late and exporters showed a lack of interest. It was interesting
thzt Britain had recently done better abroad in construction contracts
or by installing eguipment bought elsewhere. The Government's intention
wag to free resources for exncrt by savage public expenditure cuts. In
adaition they had removed controls on the export of capital, except for
portfolic invesiments, which cpened new possibilities for 1nvestment.
He was zware of the increasing number of British Trade NMissions to
Lrgentinz and tne London Smm».ar wn huv had been successful, He would

T a
be happy to sse such eventis repea

10. Comodoro Cavdndoli said that Argentina hzd inircduced a new
investiment law two years earlier and was making every effort to increase
trade. But in trade relations with Britain the Falkland Islends

question would always play a part.

ced the nuclear project He understood that Argentina
general agreement in this field. Britain had much
there was a pronWem \1t“ the Canadians but had
zetion be taken tc avoid & repetition ¢f the problem.
nd GEC cbtained z“e contract, Britzin was ready to

i Lr across the field. modoro Cavdndcli said that negotia-
tions on the nuclear contract were Ialrly far forward. The Canadians
and GEC were in the running and from his knowledge of the subject he
believed the only concern to be about safeguards. The decision rested
with the Presidentts Office which was now reSponclee for the whole
sutject. Anbasszdor Ortiz de Eosas confirmed Lnau there was a probien
with the CZncgieénc whnicn wes ceusing delay. British abilities were
well known and a partnership with Britein could be benef On
safeguards public statemenis by Arcentina, for examnle av UN, had
provided complete security. KHe pelieved that 2 mutuzlly scceptable
formuls could be Tound. Eventuzlly Argentine night be in osition
te join the Club of Lomdon.
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ir Ridley was sure that the difficulties could be ironed out in
ZfTons and zccepted the assurances that Argentina did not wish
er into the production of material for nuclear wespons

/13,
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13. Senor Oliveri Lbpez took up Mr Ridley's offer in the previous
meeting to talk about the EEC and wondered whether he had been
referring to the organisation's relevance to the Falkland Islands
negotiations or more generally. Mr Ridley explained that his reference
had been in a general sense. Trade matters would be increasingly
channelled through the EEC in the future. Did the Argentines have

any questions about this? Senor Oliveri Lopez said that the Argentines
k¥new Britain's position in the GSP negotiations and wished for access
for the widest possible range of Argentine goods. On the EEC's role

in the Falkland Islands negotiations he was pleased to see that Britain's
membership of the Community would not affect British competence in the
proposed fishing scheme,

14, Discussion followed on the draft communiqué put forward by the
Argentines, some amendments were made and the final clearance of the
text was left until lunch.

15, Finally Comodoro Cavéndoli thanked Mr Ridley for their discussions
and expressed the hope that they would meet again soon. Mr Ridle

hoped that their meeting would lead to a greater phase of Anglo/
Lrgentine co-operation. He was sorry to have been late returning to
Buenos-Aires but grateful for the way in which the timetable had been re-

arranged.,

16. The meeting finished at 1 p.m.
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