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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

26 March 1980

/

The situation in Angola

Thank you for sending me, with your letter of 18 March,
a note of a conversation between Professor Hugh Thomas and
Dr Jonas Savimbi. As Professor Thomas has taken the
trouble to send you this note, you may like to have the
department's comments.

Savimbi stated that UNITA controlled two Angolan
provinces and had established an administrative infrastructure
in those provinces. This contrasts with Mr Patrick Cosgrave's
assertion in the 'Times' of 4 February that Savimbi controlled
"two thirds'" of Angola. There are 17 provinces in Angola, and
Moxico and Cuando Cubango are the most sparsely populated ones.
It is moreover difficult to reconcile Savimbi's claim to have
the entire infrastructure of a state in those provinces with his
admission that he does not control either the main roads or
the larger towns.

We were interested to see Savimbi's estimate of Cuban
strength in Angola. Our own estimates are substantially
lower; we believe that there are about 19,000 military and
6,000 civilian personnel from Cuba in Angola. We have no
evidence of any current disagreement between the Russians and
the Cubans on future policy towards Angola; the present
tensions in Luanda appear to arise more from a struggle for
power between black Angolans and those of mixed descent.

Savimbi has referred on other occasions to the plans
for a meeting between him and Neto before the latter's death,
and to his poor opinion of dos Santos. Although it is true
that dos Santos studied chemical engineering in the Soviet
Union and married a Russian woman, our information is that
he has, for some time, been separated or divorced from her.
We believe it is too early to judge whether dos Santos is
moving Angola towards a closer association with the Soviet Union;
despite fears that he would prove less helpful than Neto on
Namibia, the policy of dos Santos has so far not diverged
discernibly from that of his predecessor.
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It is clear that the Angolan Government and UNITA have
reached a military stalemate, and neither is at present
in a position to defeat the other decisively. This implies
that there will eventually have to be a political settlement,
and Savimbi has on other occasions declared himself in
favour of a negotiated solution. Meanwhile, Savimbi's
efforts to drum up support in Western countries seem likely
to increase Angolan suspicion of the West, and could result
in the strengthening, rather than reduction, of the Cuban
presence in Angola.

(R M J Lyne)
Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esq
No 10 Downing Street
London
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Professor Hugh Thomas




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 18 March 1980

THE SITUATION IN ANGOLA

I enclose a note, forwarded to me
somewhat belatedly, of a conversation
which took place last month between
Professor Hugh Thomas and Mr., Jonas
Savimbi of the UNITA Movement in
Angola., I doubt that there is much in
this note that will not already be familiar
to the Department. But it may be of some
interest.

Professor Thomas knows that I am
sending you a copy of this note.

R. M. J. Lyne, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary - 18 March 1980

Further to your note of 13 March,

I enclose a copy of your record of your

talk with Mr. Savimbi!

Professor Hugh Thomas.
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