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I am distressed and saddened by the unfortunate conseguences

which the recent television film has had for relations between
Britain and Saudi Arabia. I understand and sympathise with the
feelings of deep injury which are felt by the Royal Family and
the people of Saudi Arabia. I endorse the expressions of regret

which Lord Carrington and Sir Ian Gilmour conveyed to your
Government before the programme was shown.

You will have seen from reports of the exchanges in Parliament
on 24 April that the British Government's concern and regret is
shared by Members of Parliament from all sides of the House.

Our Ambassador has I know explained our position on the
freedom of the press and broadcasting under our own system.
The Government has no power to intervene to prevent broadcasts
or press articles even when these are likely to give offence
to our friends, our own political leaders, or even our own
Royal Family. Since its showing, this film has been strongly
criticised in this country. It is widely recognised that, as
the Lord Privy Seal said in the House of Commons, "there were
undoubtedly incidents in the film that had virtually no factual
basis at all and were based on rumour and innuendo". Both
the Independent Broadcasting Authority and the British Broadcasting
Corporation will have taken note of the adverse comments and
unfortunate consequences which have followed this film.
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The growing tensions in the Middle East and the latest
very serious turn of events in Iran underline the necessity
for our two countries to keep in the closest touch. There is
a most urgent need to restore relations to their normal friendly
basis as soon as possible.

I recognise that it will not be possible for our Ambassador
to remain in Saudi Arabia for the time being. But I am taking
this opportunity before he leaves to convey to you my hope
that your agreement to his refurn to Jedda and the despatch
of your new Ambassador to London will not be long delayed.

In particular I should be most grateful if IMr. Craig could
bring back with him for discussion in London any ideas or
proposals which you may have as to how we might put an end
to the present misunderstanding and rebuild the longstanding
friendship between our two countries.

LL._,M /Jukc«,-u(ay)

His Royal Highness Prince Fahd bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud
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r. Dalyell (by private notice)
ord Privy Seal if he will ma
satement on the return of our amba

gador from Saudi Arabia.

The Lord Privy Seal (Sir Jan
Gilmour): Our ambassador has been

:d to leave by the Saudi

a di result of the mage caused
to the relationship between our two Gov-
ernmenis by the film *“Death of a
Princess ™ which was shown by ATV on
9 April. It might be helpful to the House
for me to set out the course of evenits
which led to the Saudi request that our

ambassador should return home.

ithorities

On 3 April, the Saudi Foreign Minister
summoned our charge d’affaires in Jedda
to tell him of his Government's concern
about the film and to warn of the very
seriods consequences which could ensue
for our In the light of this
message, I recalled our ambassador, Mr.
James Craig, from leave, and he returned
to Saudi Arabia with messages from my
right hon. and noble Friend and mysclf.
We stressed that the British Government
would regret it decply if our close rela-
tions with the kingdom were damaged
by an event for which neither Govern-
ment were responsible. [ should like to
take this opportunity to reiterate that
expression of regret.

relations.

After the film was shown, there was
considerable press comment and the Saudi
embassy in London issued a statement
which was highly critical of the film and
ATV. There has been widespread pro-
test from all over the Arab and Muslim
world, and attention has focused on
plans to show the film in other western
couniries. Yesterday, the Saudi Foreign
Minister told our ambassador that his
Government  had  re-evaluated  Anglo-
Saudi relations and decided that it was not
proper to maintain them at their present
level. They would therefore not proceed
with the despatch of their ambassador
designate to London and they would have
to ask our ambassador to leave for the
time being. The Saudi authoritics have
also made it clear that a visit by the
Sclect Committee on Foreign Affairs,
which had been planned for 30 April,
would no longer be appropriate, and other
high level visits have been cancelled.
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I should like to stress once again that
the Government attach very great import-
to our relations with Saudi Arabia,
and we regret that they should have been
damaged in this v

ance

by an incident ouwt-
Sic 1ave a close politi-
cal and economic relationship from which
we both benefit. here is 2 community
of about 30,000 British people working
m Saudi Arabia. We share a common
oncern that the vital Gulf area should
levelop in stability and peace without
rference from outside. powers. In
of present external threats to the
arca, we should be drawing closer to-
gether, not drifting apart.

le our control.

T'he Government hope and believe that
with goodwill on both sides the present
misunderstanding can be overcome and
the normal course of relations resumed.
The wide range of bilateral contacts will
not be interrupted on our side and 1 hope
that British citizens working in Saudi
Arabia and British business visitors will
not be deterred by these events. We
wish to see the minimum disruption in
our relations and a speedy return to the
friendship which has characterised them
in the past.

Mr. Dalyell: Does the " right hon.
Gentleman accept that in an oil complex
area such as West Lothian many of the
families of the 30.000 reside? What
assurances can be give to those familics?

Sir I. Gilmeour : 1 appreciate the hon.
Gentleman's concern, but we have no
reason to believe that as a result of what
has happened the presence of the hon.
Gentleman’s constituents and other Brit-
ish subjects is any less welcome than it
was before this latest development. As
he will be aware, this incident does not
mean the end of diplomatic relations. We
have recently increased the number of
consular staff to serve the increasing ex-
patriate community, and the departure of
our ambassador will not afiect the staffing
of the embassy or the consular and com-
mercial services which it has always been
able to provide.

Mr. Eldon Griffiths: Does my right
hon. Friend agree that this incident would
be damaging enough in its own right but
that, when seen against the background
of the serious situations in Iran and
Afghanistan, it is a matter of the gravest
importance that our relations should now
be damaged with the most important o}
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the Arab oil States? In those circum-
stances, will my right hon. Friend con-
sider whether it would be wise for him
personally to seek to visit Saudi Arabia
for the purpose of discussing Anglo-Saudi
relations with the Government of that
country? Does he further agree thal one
of the conditions of freedom of the press.
which we all support, is that there should
be responsibility of the media, too?

Sir I. Gilmour : | entirely agree with
my hon. Friend that this incident, which
would have been regrettable at any time,
is particularly regrettable in the light of
events in Iran and Afghanistan. Obviously
we shall do all on our side to try to make
this interlude in our relations as short as
possible. As at present advised, I do not
think that it would be appropriate for
me to go, but any other mgmber of the
Government and myself are at all times
ready to do what we can to bring this
disruption to an end.

[ agree entirely that we have freedom
of communications in this country with
which the Government, like, I trust, other
Governments, have been careful not to
interfere. That must be balanced on the
other side, I agree, by a degree of res-
ponsibility by those who make films that
are shown abroad.

Mr. Shore: While endorsing the wish
for continued close relations with Saudi
Arabia, may | ask whether the Lord
Privy Seal will take every opportunity to
make plain to the Saudi Government that
the press and television in this country
are not subject to ministerial dictation?
While we should, and do, respect the cul-
tural traditions of their country, we expect
an equal respect for our own, of which
freedom of the press and opinion is a
vital part.

Sir I. Gilmour : I agree with that. We
have made clear to the Saudi Government
from the word “go”, and before the
film was shown, that we do not control
the media in this country and have no
wish to do so.

Mr. Robert C. Brown : The knees of
the right hon. Gentleman’s trousers are
worn out.

Sir L. Gilmour: The hon. Gentleman
shows his characteristic ignorance.

While we all applaud the freedom of

the press, the House will no doubt be
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aware that this film is subject to con-
siderable criticism. Those who saw it
will be aware of that. Mrs. Penclope
Mortimer, who cannot be accused of
having prejudices reflecting those on the
Government side of the House, wrote a
letter to the New Statesman pointing out
that the film is open to objection. The
whole genre is something to which the
IBA and the BBC should be giving con-
siderable attention. The dressing up of
alleged fact in fiction is not only objec-
tionable to our foreign relations but
strongly objectionable in films relating to
this country.

Several Hon. Members rose

Mr. Speaker: Order. This is an
extension of Question Time. [ shall call
two more hon. Members from each side.

Mr. Walters : Will my right hon. Friend
confirm that this regrettable episode—it is
everyone's hope that, in British interests
and in Arab interests, its effect will soon
be overcomé—will not interfere with the
proposed British and European initiative
in the Middle East that will do much to
reassure countries there of our interest
and friendship?

Sir L. Gilmour : This will not have a
general effect on our foreign policy, al-
though it would be idle to deny. as my
hon. Friend will appreciate, that a low-
ering of relations between us and one
of the most important countries in the
Middle East is a setback. We shall try
to see that it lasts for a short a time as
possible.

Mr. Faulds : Does the right hon. Gen-
tleman agree that the irresponsibility and
the self-interest of some of the bright boys
of the media, both in television and in
the public prints, who make political
attacks under the guise of entertainment,
frequently damage British interests and,
indeed, Western interests?

Sir I. Gilmour : Like most hon. Mem-
bers, I am not a television critic: I do
not watch much of it. 1 did. however,
make it my business to watch this film.
I believe that the so-called dramatisation,
or fictionalisation, of alleged fact and
history is extremely dangerous and ex-
tremely misleading. It is a matter to
which the broadcasting authorities must
give close attention.
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Nicholas Winterton : Is my hon

on the Gov

‘i awar 1L SOMe OfF us

wish to apol gist
emment and 1o
the Saudi Arabian Roval Family for the
imsult and discourtesy shown to them in
this film? [Is he further aware that the
producer of the film. Anthony Thomas,
has a history of producing inaccurate
and biased films? Will he make ap-
proaches to the Independent Broadcast-
ing Authority to ensure that the Left wing-
ers do not bave the power to undermine
the best interests of the United Kingdom?

to the Sa

Sir L. Gilmour : There were undobtedly
mcidents in the film, as we know from
Mrs. Penclope Mortimer, that had vir-
tually no factual basis at all and were
based on innuendo and rumour. They
should not have been shown. On the
other hand, 1 do not think that it is for the

. HousSe to make an apology for something
for which it _has no responsibility. Nor
do | think it right to make representations
to the Independent Broadcasting Au-
thority. | have no doubt that it will
have taken note of what has happencd
arising from this incident.

Mr. Whitehead : Would not the Lord
Privy Seal agree that most of the com-
ment this afternoon has made a bad
situation worse?  Instead of indulging
in the kind of character assassination
heard from both sides of the House in
the last few minutes, it might simply
be pointed out to the Saudi authorities
that legislation is going through the
House at the moment that would allow an
individual, including a Saudi, recourse to
a tribunal of investigation if he claimed
that a film had maligned him in any
way?

Sir I. Gilmour: 1 am totally against
character assassination. I think, how-
ever, that the Saudi Government at pre-
sent would take limited comfort from
that.

Mr. Speaker: Order. 1 remind the
House that after the business Statement,
there is to be another statement, and pri-
vate business begins at 7 pm. In the
scheduled three-hour debate on the cost
of living, which will now last less than
three hours, there are four Front-Bench
spcakers. We need to try to make
business questions as short as possible.

19R{) he Hot

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Mpr. James Callaghan : Will the Leader
of the House date the

week ?

| el . - > .
business for next

The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan-
caster and Leader of the House of Com-
mons (Mr. Norman St. John-Stevas) : The
business for next week is as follows ;

Monpay 28 Aprin anp Tuespay 29
APRIL—Debate on the statement on the
Defence Estimates 1980, Cmnd. 7826. At
the end on Tuesday. motion on the Census
Order.

WEDNESDAY 30 ApriL—Completion of
remaining stages of the Employment Bill,
Consideration of Lords amendments to
the British Aerospace Bill,

TrurspAy | May-—Supply (16th Al-
loted Day): Debate on a motion to take
note of the Ist to 6th reports from the
Committee of Public Accounts in Session
1978-79 and the related Treasury minute,
and of the First to Seventh and Tenth re-
ports in this Session, and the related
Treasury minutes and Northern Ireland
Department memorandum,

Fribay 2 May—A debate on London,
which will arise on a motion for the ad-
journment of the House.

Mr. Callaghan : Has the Leader of the
House anything to say about a debate on
the Brandt report and the prospect of a
public expenditure debate before we reach
the Finance Bill?

Mr. St. John-Stevas : In relation Lo the
debate on the Brandt report, as | indi-
cated last week. we should have a debate
in Government time. | have noticed the
important motion on the Order Paper in
the name of my hon. Friend the Member
for Norfolk, North-West (Mr. Brockle-
bank-Fowler) and members of other
partics. They want a debate before the
summit in June. I shall use my best en-
deavours to see that the request is ful-
filled.

[That this House welcomes the publi-
cation of the report of the Independent
Commission on International Develop-
ment Issues, under the Chairmanship of
Willy Brandi; values its assessment of
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PRIME MINISTER

'"DEATH OF A PRINCESS'

You asked me to find out whether IBA has seen the

Saudi film before it was broadcast. e

I am told that they did see it and did noE guery
e )

its transmission.
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