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NECESSARY TO DISTINGUICH BETWEEN CENSORSHIP AND B ALOGUE.
THERE WAS NO LIKELJIHOOD, HOW OR IN THE FUTURE, THAT HMG
TITUTE MEDIA CENSORSHIP, BUT IT MP
HT BE THAT IN THE LIGHT
RECENT DEVELCPMENTS HMG COULD HOW CONSID ABLISHING A

PU
RE INTENSIVE DIALCGUE WITH THE MEDJA ON BRITISH~SAUDI RELATIONS
INFORMATION CN OUR COMMERCIAL, ECCHOMIC AND POLITICAL
REBATIONS, GUIDANCE O THE RESPONSE OF THE SAUDI AUTHORITIES TO
SIA MATERVAL, AND CRITICISM OF SUCH MATERIAL WHEN IT WAS
TE';’E-‘.‘TIDU;;, MISINFORMED OR HOSTILE TO BRITISH INTERESTS. BUT,

GRAY EMPHASISED, 1T WCULD BE DIFFICULT TO MAKE MUCH HEADWAY [N
SUCH A POLICY WHILE THE ATMOSFHERE REMAINED CLOUDED BY THE ABSENCE
OF AMBASSADORS AND RUMOURS OF OTHER PQOSSIBLE SAUDI RETALIATORY
ACTIONS, NOTABLY IH TRADIKG RELATIONS, INDEEDR, THE WHOLE
PUSINESS MIGHY HAVE BEEN FAR LESS DAMAGING TO BRITISH - SAUDI

RELATIONS, AND BY EXTUYSION TO THE STABILITY OF THE KINGDOM ,
|F THE SAUDI AUTHORITIES HAD PLAYED THINGS COOL.

4,  MANSOURI SAID THAT THE FILM HAD BEEN THE LAST IN A LONG
SERIES OF MEDIA PROVOCATIONS, HE ACCEPTED, h“wfVEn, THAT THE
SAUDIS MIGHT DO WELL TO BE ADVISED BY US Oh HOW TO HANDLE THE
TISH MEDIA, AND HE HOPED WE COULD COOPERATE ON THAT. OM COMMER-
CIAL RELATIONS, HE SAID THAT MO FIHAL DECISIONS HAD BEEN TAKEN:
STUDIES WERSUNDERWAY TO ASSESS THE POSITION OF ERITISH FIRMS
AND EQUIPMENT IN THE KINGDOM, AND TO SEE HOW EASILY THEY COULD
Bf REPLACED. DECISIONS WOULD DEPEND ON HOW MMG REACTED MEAN-
wHiLEs THE SOONER WE DID SOMETHING POSITIVE TO ASSUAGE SAUDI
FEELINGS THE LESS LIKELY THAT ANY LASTING ECONOMIC DAMAGE WOULD
EE DONE. THE SAUDI AUTHORITIES RECOGNISED THAT THE UK WAS ONE
OF FIVE WESTERN COUNTRIES ON WHICH THE KINGDOM DEFENDED FOR ITS
DEVELOPMENT s AND THEY USED THIS ARGUMENT AGAINST THOSE OF THE)R
CoMP ATRIOTS WHO WISHED TO REDUCE OIL PRODUCTION. THEY WERE
DOIHG THEIR BIT ON THE SAUDI INFORMATION SCENE: HMG SHOULD DO
THE SAME IN THE UK , THE DUTCH, THE FRENCH, THE SWEDES,
THE GERMANS, EVEN THE US HAD DONE MORE THAN US, AND EVEN THOUGH
THEY HAD NOT ALL BEEN SUCCESSFUL INKEEPING THE FILM OFF THE
SCREEN, THEIR ACTIVITY HAD BEEM NOTED AND APPROVED.
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THE GERMANS,

EVEN THE US HAD DONE MORE THAY US, AND EVEN THOUGH
THEY HAD NOT ALL BEEN SUCCESSFUL & FILM OFF THE
SCREEN, THEIR ACTIVITY HAD BEEH NOTED AND APFROVED,

INKEEPING THE
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