CONFIDERTIAL <~» o3
FM JEDDA 1410532 MAY
T0 PRIORITY FCO M
TELNO 385 OF 14 MAY

INFO ROUTINE WASHINTON AND THE HAGUE

ANGLO/ SAUDI RELATIONS :
i, THE DUTCH AMBASSADOR CALLED TODAY TO BRIEF ME ABOUT THE LATEST
MDVES IN SAUDI/DUTCHM CONTACTS ON THE DEATH OF A PRINCESS

TV FiLM,

2, HE SAID THAT ACCORDING TO BOTH AMBASSADOR SHAWAAF IN THE
HAGUE AND AMBASSADOR KABBAN! OF THE WESTERN DEPARTMENT OF

THE MFA HERE, THERE WAS STILL A SMALL GROUP OF SENIOR PRINCES

IN RIYADH WHO FELT THAT THE DUTCH HAD NOT PAID SUFFICIENTLY

FOR THE BROADCAST OF THE FILM IN HOLLAND, SHAWAAF HAD ADV|SED
THE DUTCH MFA TO MAKE SOME GESTURE TO THE SAUDIS TO AVERY

ANY FURTHER MEASURES, PROBABLY ECONOMIC, AGAINST DUYCH INTERESTS
IN SAUDI ARABIA, KABBANI HAD, FOR INSTANCE, REFERRED TO THE
FACT THAT THE DUTCH WERE THE ONLY EUROPEAN COUNTRY TO MAINTAIN
AN EMBASSY IN JERUSALEM.

3. VAN NISPEN HAD COME YO ME FROM A MEETING WITH THE AMERICAN
AMBASSADOR, WEST WAS ALSO WORRIED AT THE POSSIBILITY THAT AMERICAN
INTERESTS MIGHT BE AFFECTED FOLLOWING THE BROADCAST OF THE

FILM ON THE AMERICAN PUBLIC NETWORK: HE THMOUGH DEFENCE CONTRACTS
IN PARTICULAR MIGHT SUFFER AMD THAT THE FRENCH WOULD BE THE MAIN
BENEFICIARIES, T

L, VAN NISPEN ASKED WHAT WE WERE DOING TO SATISFY SAUDI
DEMANDS FOR ACTION, | GAVE MIM A GENERAL IDEA OF THE SUGBGESTIONS
PUT FORWARD FROM THIS EMBASSY BUT DID NOT GO INTO DETAIL. |
SAID THAT IT WOULD BE DISTRUBING NEWS FOR US IF THE SAUDIS

- NOW TOOK MEASURES AGAINST THE DUTCH SINCE OUR TACTICS WERE TO-
SOME EXTENT BASED ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT THE DUTCH HAD ESCAPED
PUNISHMENT BECAUSE THE SAUDIS ACCEPTED THAT THE DUTCH GOVERNMENT
HAD DONE ALL THAT TI COULD WITHIN THE LAW TO GET THE BROADCAST
STOPPED,

5« COMMENT, WE SHALL OBVIOUSLY NEED YO WATCH DEVELOPMENRTS

IN DUTCH/SAUDI AMD AMER|CAN/SAUD! RELATIONS OVER THE NEXT FEW DAYS
CLOSELYs BUT | DO WOT THIMK THAT THERE IS ANY BASIS AT PRESENT

FOR RECONSIDERING OUR TACTICS AND ! LOOK FORWARD SOON TO INSTR-

UCTIONS TO APPROACH THE MFA WITH QUR PACKARE,
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