Ref. A04053

PRIME MINISTER

Cabinet: Community Affairs

The Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary might report on the outcome of

the 20th January Foreign Affairs Council, which appointed Mr. Dalsager as the
“
new Danish Commissioner and remitted a Belgian proposal for a political

"solution to the current dispute over the 1980 supplementary and 1981 budgets for

further discussion at the February Council. He may also be able to report on
the allocation of the Agriculture portfolio, which is due to be decided at the
Commission's meeting on 2lst January,

2 Next week the Fisheries Council meets on 27th January.

ROBERT ARMSTRONG

2lst January, 1981
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1, THE COMMISSION DRECIDED THIS AFTERMOOM TO GIVE DALSAGER
THE AGRICULTURE PORTFCLIQ M SUCCE

L »
Y'Y

-,

510N TO GUNDELACH, ALL
HAVE HAD THE FCOLLOWING
JGENDHAT CABIHET,

: |
CTHER PORTFOLIOS REMAIN UNCHANGED, WE
U

ACCOUNT OF THE DISCUSSION FROM THE ¥

2 AT A FIRST DISCUSSICN THIS MORNING THE CONCENSUS VIEW N
THE COMMISSION WAS THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO WHOLESALE CHANGE IN
PORTFOLIOS BUT EQUALLY RO AUTOMATIC SUCCESSION, THORN WAS
INVITED TO PRODUCE PROPOSALS WHICH WOULD FNVOLVE A MENIMUM

OF CHANGE, THE EXPECTATION WAS THAT HE WOULD PROPOSE
KIDRIESSEN FOR ACGRICULTURE, DALSAGER FOR FiSH AHD COMPETITION
Bl CONTOGEORGES FOR TRANSPORT AND THE PARL!AMENT,

3, INSTEAD THORN AT THE AFTERNOON SESSION SAID THAT ANY NEW
(OHMBIKATION WOULD REQUIRE A CHAIN UF CHANGES. ACCORDINCLY
CIVEN DALSAGER’S EXPERJENCE, HE WOULD BE GRATEFUL IF DALSAGER
WULD DO AGRICULTURE,
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CONFIDENTIAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

20 January 1981

MMW, /Q/ZA

COMMISSION PORTFOLIOS

Y

Following discussion in the margins of E Committee this morning
about support for candidates for the agriculture portfolio, the
Lord Privy Seal spoke to Sir M Butler and Lord Carrington in Brussels.

Sir M Butler said that the Mission had been doing no lobbying
on behalf of individual candidates: nor had they been advising our
Commissioners on what line to take. Lord Carrington said that he
would speak again to Mr Tugendhat to make it clear that we had
nothing against the Danish candidate and that he would not wish it

to be the UK who blocked his appointment.

Lord Carrington and the Lord Privy Seal agreed that, on this
basis, there should be no cause for the Danes to complain of HMG's
attitude.

I am copying this letter to Kate Timms (MAFF) and

David Wright (Cabinet Office). (%

S J Gomersall
Private Secretary to the
Lord Privy Seal

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street
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