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-lTlh'réat of
action on
Falkland

Islands

From Jeremy Morgan
in Buenos Aires

The Argentine Government
has warned that it will * put
an end” to negotiations with
Britain over the disputed sov-
ereignty of the Falkland
Islands and feel free to take
other action unless a quick
soliffon of the issue is found.

In a strongly-worded state-
ment which reflected exas-
peration at what is seen as Bri.
tish: foot-dragging, the Foreign
Ministry said vesterday that
unless there was Pprogress,
Argentina would consider iiself
free to choose “a procedure
which better suited ils inter-
ests.” 4

Argentina has  negotiated
with Britain “with patience,
fidelity and in good faith™ for
more than 15 years under the
terms of United Nations reso-
lutions over its claim io the
Falkland Islands, the Ministry
added.

In diplomatic terms the Min- |
istry warning was forceful, al-|
ithough officials have ¥et 1o
indicate what sort of action the
Government might be contem-
plating. !

The strong phraseology con.

[l

trasted strongly with the polite |

tone of a joint statement
jssued by both countries after
the latest round of negolia-

tions, which were held in New |

York on Friday and Saturday
of last week.

This said that the talks had
been *“cordial and positive "
and that both sides had reas-
serted their decision to find a
solution. The two governments
would be considering @& proce-
dural proposal aimed at bring-
ing about more Progress in
that direction, the statement
added.

The Argenunians have re-
vealed that in New York they
put ferward a plan under
which the two sides would
meet on¢e a month to discuss
an agreed agenda. If adopted,
such negotiations would mark
a radical departure from the
practice of recent years: since
1977, talks have been held
about once a year.

The aim of the Argentinian
move will be to achieve " sub-
stantial results in a time that,
at this stage of the talks, will
necessarily have to be short,”
according to a top-level offi- |
cial. |

This is not the first indi- |
cation that the Argentinians
may be losing their patience
over resolving their claim to
the islands, which lie 300 miles
from Argentina in the south
Atlantic.

Public opinion over the
islands, which Argentina calls]
the Malvinas and have laid
claim to ever sinee British
troops oecupied the islands in
1833, is also starting te run
high. |
T'he suspected presence - of
oil in considerable quantities in
the waters off the islands—
conservative , estimates put
probable reserves al around 2.4
billion barrels—has done little
to keep tempers cool.

But despite the optimistic
assertions of PBritish officials,
who stressed yesterday that
their position had not changed,
the two sides seem as far apart
as ever. Britain maintains that
because the talks are taking
place it does not necessarily
mean that sovereignty will
eventually be transferred to
Argentina.

But. this is exactly how
Buenos Aires saw the purpose
of holding negotiations in the
first place, The indications
from the latest” statement are
that Argentina believes that
London has not been listening. |
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