PRIME MINISTER

cc: Mr Gow

Miss Stephens

David Clark seeks a third closure meéting
h

for South Shields. This request arrived on the

same day as I submitted to you a draft reply

following up the last meeting. But I think we

should let that go without any reaction to the

latest request. —

You may think we ought to start to draw
the line somewhere: but Dr Clark has been
perhaps the most reasonable of all those who
have come to ség-;gu from the Opposition benches,
and he has noticeably not gone off to tell the
press a different story after having had a

friendly talk with you.

Agree to see him again?

/
ppV Ha1

1 April, 1982




1 April, 1982

I am writing on behalf of the Prime Minister
will

- 4

to thank you for your letter of 31 March. I

place your letter before her at once, and we will

be in touch with you as seon &S possible.

Dr David Clark, M.P.,




Gazette, Thursday, April 1, 1982—13

Hacto

Oy

A CREDITORS meeting has
now been called following
the collapse of a Jarrow
machine handling . factory
last week.

A full statement of the
affairs of Crushing
Screening and Engineering
of the Bede Industrial Estate
is to be given then,

Creditors will be given the
option at the meeting, which
will be held on April '14 at
the New Crown Hote!, South
Shields, of calling in a
liquidator if they think it is
necessary.

The factory closed last
Friday putting 30 men
out of work at what  was
described asg “five - minutes
notice.” =

The workforce were given
4 week's notice in lieu of pay
and the company was
slammed by a Boilermakers
Society . union official for

r “hush-hush" tacties over
the closure,

The announcement of thel
creditors meeling by
company director Mr James
Hurt is the first statement

company have made
since the clusure.

Mr Hart has also called a
.u-..wr creditors' meeling at
| New 1'J.m.| Ilotel lor
dler in the day on April 14

the financial
CUSE (l'rojectis)
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of FOWLER STREET

As firms close, Thatcher gets hard words from South Tynesnde

for work

COUN. Sep Robinson, again by crcating more
o JO')S which in turn will
of Wh|tburr1, wants give a better quality of life
to get the economy for people in the boroush.
% ] “If the Government were
moving by asking the to give us this £90 a head.
: we would quite happily
Government to use find worthwhile jobs for
the £90 a week it people at present in the
f dole queues in the
-costs for eyery unem- borough. But without this

loyved ‘person to- 1¥pe of help from (he
Aok P E Government our hands are
create jobs instead. tied,” he said,
AL orateeate BET SINH He said he was going 1o
rma oull sk the A f mil out
Tyneside's finance f}i\ l'!]}:]\ r{;‘,wj'.:.‘,_"_r,l,',.
committee he is to ask the would nol put money net
: = o - - borough’s MPs, Dr David in.r;: ".*.."- L:zmrj|f::”\ Tk
Coun. Robinson : h A . v L b Clark and Coun. Don "‘\f'.('-r all“'pl-.ir.' it
: Dixon ,to take the plan to BB a BBkl dn | S
the Prime Minister. {hdtam " Vot SHbsidisine

PRIVGEMINISTER Margaret Thatcher was being given two stark messages  , vis the Goag Gty peaple to e out of work

would scem to be a much

toda rom South Tyne5|de Tyneside to get the more sensible course  of

economy on the move  acliun

THE FIRST was a desperate cry from Dr David Clark, MP for South Shields: “Factory closures ~—
in South Tyneside can’t go on.” It came after the sudden closures of Crushing, Screening and




Shields, within a week,

: il's Fi hairman, who is tell-
TH = from Coun. Sep. Robinson, the Council’s Finance ¢ N, W :
b }fﬁ-f%}%ﬁ?i-cigf\,e u? the £90 i[pc()stg for every person on the dole and we’ll find worth-

while jobs for the unemployed. D Gk s demsniing
X a meelting with the
Prime Minister over the
recent factory closures
in the borough.

In the past six months,
eight factories have either
closed, or announced cuts,
with the loss of more than
700 jobs,

His move follows the
Sudden closures of
Crushing, Screening and
Engineering, of the Bede
industrial estate at Jarrow
and the Tone Class
clothing factory in South
Shields within a week.

“With another factory
going, I have decided yet
again to seek a meeting
with the Prime Minster,
Something has got to
happen. We can't g0 on
losing factories like this,"
he said.

Tone Class, In Taylor
Street, closed with the loss
of 63 jobs and 30 lost their
Jobs at Crushing, Screen-
ing and Engineering. Both
factories left their work-
forces without pay,

The Marconi factory at
Bill Quay is still operaling,
but it has alrcady an.
nounced that 290 jobs are
about to go, while Fidus
Controls Ltd. at Mid-
dlefields, South Shields,
decided to switch its opera-
tion to Bletchley, Buckin-
hamshire, with the loss of
32 jobs,

The Mary Iarrts cloth-
{ng factory, at Laygate, put
out 90day redundancy
notices in February with
its notice of closure involy-
ing 130 jobs, This followed
the loss o{ a Marks and

grda
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ast chime

THE bells of
Hilda's ancient town
centre church will
ring out orrow in
s for the
hme for months.

Whenever the four tom
bells toll, the bell-tower
sways precariously.

i | Aid scheme gets

"By OLWEN \_{ASEf/

71 SH ~workers at
s Jowctory have
been” sent " home gt ¢
five minutes' pot-
ice’” and told that thet~
- plant is closing, o't

N EPETS B
The * bombshell was'
dropped by the
management on 30 men at
the Crushing, Screening
and Engineering plant on
the Bede industrial estate,

The angry workers claim
they have been given only
one week's pay in lieu of
notice . — and now their
union s considering taking
the firm to an industrial
tribunal,

Today  Boilermakers

-‘been an approach from the'
Department of Health and
Social Security, We are

. looking at all aspects."'We" &

. may. .také this 'to. an’

.- industrial tribunal.” -
© Mr Glass added that the
"men  were . holding

, meeting = a1 the - plant
tomorrow to decide what
action to take,

He said he thought the

treatment of the wporkers
had been upfair. "It was a

wﬁ llkely {2 happen £
One vof men -

working there told

h'st Frldny at 3. 25 p.m.mot,
for work on,;

the firm
He "5ald ‘some'”workers

firm" -
only -

Mun ay hccau.se
was clo»mg

had ‘b2en with' the’
since 1954. "We"
given five~

minutes'
noticernas Hpyuaaen

saidy o
"Most of the _-\wple A

TAL R SRERT T R O wh e

A s TR T e

An Sffictal at“the factory:
today isaid: v HThe)
mlmgemgut does not want!
to" comment on anything.

| It is understood: the firm’

plant, -at . fConsett . is
continuing to operate and
t&ere have becn ng pay-oﬂnﬁ

ere

“The mer! said“thelr Johy
involved quarry work of a'
“highly -+ technical -\and
heavy™ nature, ¢

. Society district official
Bob Glass slammed the
. company- for its “hush-
hush” tactics.
He  said: “These men
“were given literally five
mmutes notice. There has

shock to tpem. I think the
company could haye been
more above board. o
“All companies | are
struggling for contracts at
this time, but I don't think
they had any 1dea that thls'

special tribute

ITS'NOT TOd
LATE TO' BOOK
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na's first’ bab

; . _ R 3
THE Princess of Wales said today that her baby is due to be Horn on July 1" — her 21st birthdd
let slip one of the best kept Royal secrets while visiting St. Gemma's Hospice in Leeds. 8

The Princess was talking to 74-year-old Mr Edwi n Wilson at the time. Mr Wilson said afte
| told the Princess that | shared the same birthday, June 10, as the Duke of Edinburgh and shel
be all right if the baby was born that day. She laughed and replied, ‘Oh, no it's not. It's due on ¥
—my birthday’."*- ' \ B : : 3

The Princess wearing on emerald green maternity coat with matching hat, was greeted by q
crowd on her arrival. As she toured the hospice, talking to the 38 patients, she picked up
presents for herself and the baby. :

After touring the wards, Prince

Princess Dia

3

Charles opened the newly refurbished £2m hospice before

- B £ N
HENRY Fonda with his.
Oscar after being named
Best Actor by the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts an
Sciences in - Los Angeles
for his role in On Golden
Pond. Ser also Page 3.

Bruce’s
divorce

] o A =3
v personality Bruce
Forsyth's eight-year

‘ marriage * to Anthea
Redfern was ended in a
few seconds in the London
Divorce Court today.
Bruce, 53, named Anthea’s
boyfriend, millionaire
hotelier Frediie Hoffman,

for York by helicopter.

0

A SOUTH - Shields

clothing —factory —was
locked ~and deserted

_ today after a-shocked ¢
workforce ‘was told

that - the firm was .~
closing down.s *+ .. -

‘A total of 63 employ-
ees are now out of work -~ -

following the announce- - -
" But today all had left. -

them on “Friday, - -
. ed up on the site of the
. former Jo-Bel Clothing

~ company, which closed

ment that was made 10

One of them told the -
Gazette  how -she was
waiting ‘for ‘her pay -on .

Friday and was instea

told - by the..company -
owner that there would

"be no wages this week

.— and that the firm was
closing.

The firm, Tone Class,
opened up in Taylor
Street, South Shields,
three  years ago.-

The company owner,

UIC
ND

W eCds

'S

i
e
Tk

d

= JOBS! I»

Mr P. Phillips, was un-
available for comment
today and is believed to
be in Paris,

Since =~ Mr Phillips
made his shock an-
nouncement .. to  the
staff, a number of them

~ have since stayed on at

the factory to tidy it up.

Tone Class was start-

in December 1978.

Tone Class not only
used the same premises,”
it also retained the same
machinery and took on °
many of the same staff.

One. of the workers -
said: ““It was just like -
the same place — only. |
we had a .

different - |-

i

§

@® Marble Index: centre,
front, Colin Smith, and left
to _right, Graham Winter, =
Steven Cooper -and John
ismse s S infieldrcses

Rock”
band
win for
Shields

MARBLE is now top of the-
rocks, or at least the South
Shields rock band Marble |-
Index have come out on:
top of the pile of groups
who “entered a national
talent contest. ; :

The four<piece  band from |
Harton Comprehensive |
beat 300 other groups from | [

al over fhe country to win | l

|
1
I
|
|

b St f
STARTERS

Stock list
ete, All
< the Rock School contest . ¥
tun by ihe Trustee Savings
Bank and.  the - BBC
Nationwide programme.
And in the process they won
. £2,000 for themselves and a
. £1,000 -worth of " musical
equipment Tor the school. -
But-it could be the final
< plece -of glory ‘for the
and, ~ T
The group expect to split up
_ when school breaksup in

ALTERNA

. DATSU

boss.” L

| different colleges across |
- |

.ihe . summer to go fto

FITTING

. the country, - Burglar

.. Fiat, Hong

Foreign 1







